Lesson – 1 Quarter 1, 2016                 January 2, 2016                              Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 1 Crisis in Heaven
Read for your study: - Isa. 14:4, 12-15; Ezek. 28:2, 12-19; John 12:31; Rev. 12:7-16; Luke 10:1-21.

Memory Text: - Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ (Revelation 7:10, NKJV).

Introduction: - From the womb to the tomb, our lives are wrapped around difficulties and all kinds of crises whether they may be job-related, health-related, family-related, social life, or spiritual struggles. 
All these crises and struggles make us think and often tend to make us question God with a big ‘why’? Though the finger may point at Satan, the originator of all this mess, it is interesting to discover that it is God who takes the blame and takes upon himself the punishment on our behalf. It is because His government is based on the law of love as we are told by Ellen White that, “The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all intelligent beings depends upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires from all His creatures the service of love—service that springs from an appreciation of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced obedience; and to all He grants freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary service.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 34.3.
This supreme act of sacrifice entitled us His free offer of redemption and pardon from sins in spite of our rebellion against His free offer of redemption!  It is an open invitation from God. If we refuse then we are on the rebellion side. If we accept then we are redeemed and in harmony with God’s will! 
This week, we will discuss the great controversy that took place in heaven and how it will be resolved! Let us dive into our study and learn! 

The Fall in Heaven: - Both Ezekiel and Isaiah, the spokesmen and prophets of God, describe their visions depicting the fall of a heavenly angel who is none other than the great deceiver Lucifer. These passages of Scriptures give us insight of the real cause of our world’s fall into sin. Though the passages talk about the earthly rulers of Babylon and Tyre, but, as Christ’s dual prophecy in Matthew 24, we are given a broader picture of events that took place. Looking at the passage we know that no one fell from heaven except Lucifer and his supporting angels! 

“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground. You who weakened the nations! For you have said in your heart, ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation on the farthest side of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’ Yet you will be brought down to Sheol, to the lowest depths of the Pit.” Isaiah 14:12-15 NKJV 
‘You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; you were on the holy mountain of God; you walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones. You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, till iniquity was found in you…Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor; I cast you to the ground, I laid you before kings, that they might gaze at you.” Ezekiel 28:14, 15, 17 NKJV
In order to understand the great controversy fully, we must remember that everything was peaceful and harmonious throughout our universe before sin entered. But, Lucifer, one who stood next to the throne of God and who is described as God’s highest creation, became jealous. He envied the position of Jesus and wanted to be thought of as a god himself. Revelation 12:7 tells us that as a result, there was war in heaven. What kind of weapons could any creature use to try to fight against God? It may have been a war of words and ideas. What weapons did Satan use? Deception?
Is it possible to understand how a perfect being, living in a perfect environment created by a perfect God with no one to tempt him, could fall to the point of causing war in heaven? What should that say to us about the dangers of envy and jealousy? 
The Prince of this world: - God created this world as a perfect place, for the perfect human beings, to have dominion over it. He was to be the ruler of this world under God’s direction. This was God’s original plan for the management of this planet. He had instructed Adam to ‘tend and keep the garden’ (Genesis 2:15). 

But, Adam gave up his dominion of this world by doubting God and accepting Satan’s offer. This ownership was soon diverted to Satan as soon as Adam fell into his deceptions and ate the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The Scriptures has several references to Satan as being the prince of this world: 
· ‘Now is the judgment of this world, now the ruler of this world will be cast out.’ John 12:31 NKJV

· ‘I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming and he has nothing in Me.’  John 14:30 NKJV
· ‘of Judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.’ John 16:11 NKJV

· “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 2 Corinthians 4:4 KJV
In Job 1:7 we have a glimpse of the throne room of heaven where God was holding a council and Satan comes in and makes his presence known. “One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them. The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming throughout the earth, going back and forth on it.” 
The story of Job seems to suggest that in Old Testament times, Satan still had access to the heavenly council. Walking "to and fro" or "walking back and forth" is not just the act of a tourist. In Hebrew Scripture it is a sign of ownership. So Satan, in a sense, is flaunting himself as "the god of this world." 
War in Heaven: - We have no idea as to what kind of war was this that took place in heaven. What kind of weapons was used other than just to know that Satan and his angels were cast out! “And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him.” Revelation 12:7 – 9 
So, why did Lucifer rebel? Do we understand why sin arose in Lucifer?  From the pen of inspiration we are told that “Little by little Lucifer came to indulge the desire for self-exultation.”—Patriarchs and Prophets, page 35.2. 

Why was Lucifer allowed to think in those terms? Freedom is important to God in the light of His Law. Ellen G. White writes that, “Every human being, created in the image of God, is endowed with a power akin to that of the Creator–individuality, power to think and to do”. —Ellen G. White, Education, 17.2.
If we did not have the freedom to obey or disobey, what would be the purpose of having a moral law? 
The Continuing Battle: - As long as we are in this world of sin, we are going to face this struggle of war. It is a continuing battle for all, especially God’s people because Satan does not want anyone to be on God’s side. 
Jesus knew of the struggles that His followers will face. And making them aware of these things and encouraging them, He said to them in John 16:33, “In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 

Yes, as believers, we will face these battles from the world as well as from within the ranks of God’s own church. Satan works untiringly to defeat God’s efforts to spread the gospel of salvation. But we must never let out our guards. The death of Jesus Christ on the cross of Calvary has become a pivotal point in our redemption. In it, we are assured that victory is ours. We must continue to do our part. Trust and obedience are the key weapons needed in God’s army to fight this battle to victory! Let us make this commitment to the Lord in this New Year that we will fight this battle!  God Bless you and wish you a Happy New Year!!!
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