Lesson – 1                                 January 5, 2013                                  Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 1 Origins: Jesus, Creator of Heaven and Earth

Read for your study:  Gen. 1:1; Heb. 11:3; Ps. 19:1-3;John 1:1-3, 14;Col. 1:15,16;John 2:7-11.
Memory Text: “In the beginning God created the Heavens and the Earth.” Genesis 1:1
Introduction: In the first ten words of the Bible in Genesis 1:1, Moses simply states that God created all that exists. This was literally the very beginning of time and the beginning of matter, energy, atoms, molecules, light, heat, stars, galaxies, planets, the sun and moon as well as the terrestrial globe we call the earth. All the basic building blocks that needed to be created to prepare a planet upon which life could exist were made at this time.
Many have ridiculed this portion of the Bible claiming that the creation account is contrary to proven scientific facts and cannot be reconciled with geologic and astronomical discoveries of the last few centuries. Atheists and agnostics have long used this section trying to prove that the Bible is just an unbelievable book of myths. Even some who claim to believe the Bible's moral and ethical principles discount Genesis 1 as scientifically unreliable, relegating it to mere "Hebrew poetry"!
How do we answer these criticisms? Is Genesis 1 meaningful? Can we believe it? Does it harmonize with or contradict proven scientific facts? Does it describe how the great Creator made the earth and the universe, or is it just a pretty poem that He thought would dress up His Word? 

The keys to understanding Genesis account is that:

· The creation account is a very brief, condensed version of what actually happened when God created the heavens and the earth. God did not fill in the details. 

· Its focus is on how God prepared the earth for human habitation. 
· It is narrated from the viewpoint of an observer (Moses) on the earth's surface.
Thus, Moses writes, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Gen. 1:1)What God does not tell us hear is very important. He does not tell us when this creation took place. But He does tell us how He created these things and how long it took to create everything. In Exodus 20:11 we read that God created everything in six days: “For in six days the Lord  made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day." 
Creation is the foundational truth of Scripture, says the author. All other biblical teachings-the Incarnation, the Cross, the Second Coming, and every other biblical teaching, as well-are founded upon the truth that our world was created by the Lord. 
This quarter’s first lesson takes us into the doctrine of creation as depicted in Genesis 1 and 2 and its implications to show, how the central message of Salvation is built in the remaining lessons, based upon the historical truth of the creation story. What an awesome contribution to consider! Let us dive into our study and learn! 

In the beginning: 
After creating everything in six days, including human beings, God had one more thing to do. As a memorial of His great creation, God created the Sabbath by resting on the seventh day (Genesis 2:1-3). Like placing a capstone on everything He had made, God's creation of the Sabbath serves as a continual reminder that He is the great Creator. The Sabbath is a great blessing to mankind (Mark 2:27), as it keeps us constantly aware that God's greatest work is not the completed, physical creation but the ongoing, spiritual creation of Himself in us. 
Hebrews 11:3 reads, ‘By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.’ The text seems to tell us that the earth was not formed from any pre-existing matter, ‘Ex nihilo “out of nothing.” It was created by the power of His Word. Everything in this fantastic floating greenhouse we call Earth is a tribute to His genius, power, and love. 

When we contemplate how God designed and fashioned everything, we cannot help but be filled with wonder and thankfulness to God. We can truly appreciate, not only the beautiful world He has given us to live in, but also the amazing spiritual work He is continuing to do in us.
The Heavens Declare: 
We honor men and women who have made significant contributions to mankind by setting apart a day as a memorial to them so others will remember their deeds and strive to emulate them. Hence, men celebrate the birthdays of George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Martin Luther King, Jr. Compared to any man, God's contributions are beyond compare, but one stands out above all: He is Creator. Mankind has yet to develop his first flea! Men can impart life only within the narrow parameters God has created.
In Psalm 19, David demonstrates that he had been listening! He heard the "voice" of God revealing Himself, not in audible sound, but in what can be observed in the creation, and it resulted, among other things, in greater understanding, praise, and thanksgiving.
To David, the immense size, radiance, and regularity of the heavenly bodies spoke to him of the wisdom, power, and steadfast character of the God of creation, and he was thankful because he knew that God, and God only, had given to him this perspective. David personifies aspects of God's creation, especially things that appear in the heavens. 
God's creation gives people a picture or an idea that God exists. They may be attracted by the beauty or the vastness they see in what God made, or it may be a combination of factors for their belief. David is showing that creation possesses its own eloquence.
Jesus Creator of Heaven and Earth: John identifies the Creator as the Word and equates Him with God. "The Word" in this passage is translated from the Greek logos. In John’s day, the term logos was commonly used to represent the creative principle. John’s readers would be familiar with the concept of logos as a creative principle or even as a creator. John applied this familiar concept to Jesus, identifying Him as the true Creator. Jesus, the Logos, the Incarnate One who lived among us, was not only present in the beginning, He was the One by whom the universe was created. This means that we could read Genesis 1:1 as “In the beginning, Jesus created the heavens and the earth.”  
Paul adds in Colossians 1:16, "For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him." These verses reveal the Word, who became Jesus Christ, as the agent of creation, performing the work necessary to carry it out. He is not only God but with ‘Another’ who is also God. "Through Him" implies that this other Being authorized the works of creation carried out by the Word. Does this not indicate two distinct Personalities, both called God by inspiration, working in harmony to accomplish a work? 

These verses make it very, very clear that the God who is/was the Creator of the universe is the same Person who came down to our world and lived as a human being. 

The Creator among Us: 
The deity of Christ is a truth of the greatest importance for us, for it is a matter of knowing whom we have believed and being fully persuaded that whatever He has promised He will do. In Him was life; and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4).  All life originated with Him, and He is the power that sustains life in the universe.  As John proceeds with His account, it becomes plain that he is thinking of the spiritual and eternal life that is offered to men in Christ, and only in Christ. 
God came to us in human flesh and lived among men, showing in His life and works the goodness and truth of God.  In Him men saw the glory of God, unique and incomparable.  John plainly identifies the eternal Word in His earthly sojourn as Jesus Christ.  In many versions, we read in John 1:14 of “the only begotten Son”.  John 1:18 tells us that no man has known God face to face, but one who is of the nature of God has come from the heart of God to us. This would express not the sonship but the deity of the one who has come in the flesh to expound the invisible Father (Col. 1:15; 2:9). 
Jesus is in reality God with us, speaking the eternal truth of God!  Because He is God with us, His death is more than an example of self-sacrificing meekness; it is rather the accomplishment of a divine plan of redemption with power to save the lost and purge the sinful. 

His earthly life was perfect in godliness, but it was truly human at the same time.  For our sakes He came to be really one of us, to be tempted in all points as we are, yet without sin.  For having suffered being tempted, He is able to help those who are now being tempted.  He lived a very real and complete human life, as a helpless babe, as a growing boy, as a working youth, as a man of sorrows, serving and saving humanity.  His humanity is not to be denied any more than His deity is (see 1 John 4:2; 2 John 7). He became one of us that He might represent us as our priest before God.  He even suffered our death, that through it He might free us from the sentence of the second death and the fear of the first one.

His coming to dwell among us is especially significant when we let Him come and dwell within us. For the Word of God not only dwelt among men two thousand years ago; He will dwell in our hearts today through faith.  This is the real purpose of the incarnation and the teaching of the Gospel - to bring Christ into the lives of all men, to be their life and righteousness and their hope of eternal glory (see Col.1:27; Gal. 4:19).  
When we really accept Him as Lord, and His death as the death our sins deserve, we are baptized into His death and are counted as “crucified with Christ”.  Henceforth, the life of faith in Him is not our own life, but Christ living in us (Gal. 2:20 compare Rom. 6:1-11).  This is the divine purpose and the abiding glory of the Word becoming flesh and dwelling among us. 
God Bless You!!!
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