Lesson – 1 (Quarter 2, 2014)                  April 4, 2014                                 Gladwin Mathews


Quarter 2, 2014 - Christ and His Law

Lesson – 1 Laws in Christ’s Day
Read for your study: - Luke 2:1-5, Heb. 10:28, Deut. 17:2-6, Lev. 1:1-9, Luke 14:1-6, James 2:8-12.
Memory Text: - For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having the Law, are a law to themselves (Romans 2:14, NASB).
Introduction: - We live in a world where governments, organizations and people are constantly challenging laws. All those who have worked with the law, whether proposing new laws or enforcing them realize that it is a complex task to undertake. 
This system of constitutional law, which many countries have adopted, came into existence from the Roman Empire, the power in force during Christ’s time. The emperors believed that the lands they conquered operated best when local needs were considered. So each country was given a certain amount of autonomy to function under its own customs and laws.
God is a God of love, law and order. He established His law from the beginning. But Satan challenged the law of God in heaven so that he might bring a change, because that law is the basis of God’s government.  Ellen White tells us that “From the very beginning of the great controversy in heaven it has been Satan’s purpose to overthrow the law of God.”—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, pages 582.1. 
In these lessons, we will learn about Christian’s relationship to both, moral laws, ceremonial laws, and the civil laws. Let us dive into our study and learn!

Roman law: - Just as Satan did, people want to change almost every law one can think of. Most of us recognize that in almost every society, we are subject to a variety of laws even if they are conflicting at times. Truly, we would not want to live without our laws. Can you imagine a society where there were no traffic or property laws, for instance? The law has to be there in order to cover every possible conflict and problem. 
The Roman law was very harsh, especially that pertained to paying of taxes. In Luke 2:1-5 we have a glimpse of the harsh Roman law where Joseph and Mary seem to have no choice but to obey. They had to travel far away to register in their birth city.  Joseph and Mary thought it was necessary to travel from Nazareth on that long journey to Bethlehem to pay their taxes to the Roman government, even in her pregnancy. 

Didn’t they remember the prophecy about the Messiah coming from Bethlehem (Micah 5:2)? Or was it God using a foreign government to enact what seemed like a cruel tax code, in order to get His special couple to the place He wanted them?  
What other examples in the Bible are there to illustrate how laws of oppressive governments were used by God to further the plan of salvation? (Daniel and his friends, Joseph’s good management of Egypt’s economy to save his father and brothers during the famine) 
Mosaic Law: Civic and Ceremonial - Even though Jews were under Roman rule during the time of Jesus, they were allowed authority over issues pertaining to their own customs and religion. The Jewish legislative body with this local authority was called the Sanhedrin, the council, and consisted of 71 men, selected by priests, elders, and rabbis presided by the high priest. 
Jewish societal law was founded upon the civil codes revealed in the five books of Moses. Several examples of Mosaic Law were in evidence at the time of Christ. 
· The half shekel Temple tax (Exodus 30:13), 
· Divorce and marriages (Matt19:7; Deut. 24:1-4), 

· Circumcision and the punishment for adultery (John 7:23; Lev. 12:3)
 These were some of the civil laws that went back to the time of Moses. We may not have the answer to some of these strange questions of Jesus time but, it might be helpful to just trust God to explain these things to us someday, even if that day is when we get to heaven. 
Besides the civil laws, Moses also gave revelations regarding the sanctuary and its services known as ceremonial laws. Many of these in Leviticus pertained to sacrifices and holy observances and were very precise and detailed in nature.

Question: Why were these laws added or given? Their function was to teach the children of Israel (who had just come out of four hundred years of slavery in Egypt) the plan of salvation and point them to the coming Messiah once again. Since most of these ceremonial laws were only a type, a symbol of something in the future, we are no longer obligated to keep them, as Jesus’ life, death, and ministry as High Priest has already occurred. But it can be helpful to study the sanctuary and its ceremonies, however, as they can still show us insights into the plan of salvation and who Jesus is. 

Ellen White made some very interesting statements about why all those rules were given. “If Adam had not transgressed the law of God, the ceremonial law would never have been instituted. The gospel of good news was first given to Adam in the declaration made to him that the seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head; and it was handed down through successive generations to Noah, Abraham, and Moses. The knowledge of God’s law and the plan of salvation were imparted to Adam and Eve by Christ Himself. They carefully treasured the important lesson, and transmitted it by word of mouth, to their children, and children’s children. Thus the knowledge of God’s law was preserved”.—The Signs of the Times, March 14, 1878; Selected Messages, book 1, p. 230.
“If man had kept the law of God, as given to Adam after his fall, preserved by Noah, and observed by Abraham [Genesis 26:5], there would have been no necessity for the ordinance of circumcision. And if the descendants of Abraham had kept the covenant, of which circumcision was a sign, they would never have been seduced into idolatry, nor would it have been necessary for them to suffer a life of bondage in Egypt; they would have kept God’s law in mind, and there would have been no necessity for it to be proclaimed from Sinai or engraved upon the tables of stone. And had the people practiced the principles of the Ten Commandments, there would have been no need of the additional directions given to Moses.”—Patriarchs and Prophets 364.2 (1890). (Compare 1SM 233-235.) [Words in brackets are added.]
“The ceremonial law was given by Christ. Even after it was no longer to be observed, Paul presented it before the Jews in its true position and value, showing its place in the plan of redemption and its relation to the work of Christ; and the great apostle pronounces this law glorious, worthy of its divine Originator. The solemn service of the sanctuary typified the grand truths that were to be revealed through successive generations. . . . Thus through age after age of darkness and apostasy faith was kept alive in the hearts of men until the time came for the advent of the promised Messiah”.-Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 367.

These quotations tell us that laws were added because God knew we needed them because of our sin, not because they were originally necessary. 

Rabbinic Law: - This was a very unique type of law observed in Jesus’ day, but not found in the Bible. They were at first oral laws meant to be spiritual in nature, but after a time came to be recorded in books, such as Midrash and Mishnah, and were observed very legalistically. 
Oral law is known as Halakah, which means to ‘walk’. The rabbis felt that if the people adhered to their numerous halakoth (plural of Halakah), they would walk in the way of the 613 major laws. 
There were many unnecessary restrictions added which made it a burden for the people to observe them. When Jesus was accused of breaking the Sabbath, (Luke 14:1-6; John 9) for instance, it was because one of their rabbinic laws that was really in question. Jesus upheld the Sabbath as it was in God’s law, but not in accordance with these strict rabbinic laws. 
If Jesus could go out of His way to break the man-made rules while keeping God’s rules, what is your opinion on keeping or observing the Sabbath Commandment? 

The Moral Law: - After looking at the Roman law, Mosaic Law, and the Rabbinic law, it should be obvious to all of us that any society that is going to survive must have some rules and laws that are agreed upon. 
But the Law of all laws is the Ten Commandments, also known as the Moral law.  Even the rabbis upheld and reverenced this set of laws from God Himself. All the law of Moses and the rabbinic laws were believed to be based on it. Beside 613 laws of Moses to be memorized, they also had a practice of reciting the Ten Commandments daily to keep it ever in their minds. 

But there are various ways in which people have looked at God’s commandments over the generations. Even in our day, many people believe that the Bible is full of do’s and don’ts–“deeds to be done and sins to be shunned!” They regard the Bible as a kind of blueprint. Others regard the Scriptures with all its stories, rules, and laws as primarily a description of how we can be saved. They look for laws, rules, and statements about God’s love and the plan of salvation. 

Still others, with perhaps a deeper knowledge of Scripture, see the Scriptures as the story of God and His dealings with His sinful and rebellious children down through the generations. It is primarily a story about God.
So, how do you feel about God’s laws and His commandments? If you are a believer and are seeking to do God’s will, what makes you willing to obey?

 Anyone professing to be a follower of the God of Israel would have adhered to the Ten Commandments. Jesus summed up the Ten Commandments into two: Worshipping God supremely and loving our neighbours as ourselves. 
Leslie J. Hoppe comments, “The Ten Commandments provide Israel with the moral framework for maintaining it. The metaphor that the Bible uses to express this relationship is covenant. While the metaphor comes from the sphere of international law, it is wrong to understand the commandments merely as a summary of Israel's obligations toward God. . . . Israel's obedience to the commandments was not a matter of submission to the divine will as much as it was a response to love.-Leslie J. Hoppe, Ten Commandments, Eerdmans Dictionary of the Bible (Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 2000), p. 1,285. 
Is the Moral law still binding in our lives? 

· Matthew 19:16-19 Jesus is asked by a rich, young ruler what he must do for eternal life. Jesus’ first response was to keep the commandments. When asked which ones, Jesus then made it clear that the Ten Commandments were necessary for salvation.
· Romans 13:8-10 Paul is explaining good Christian conduct and doesn’t neglect mentioning several of the Ten Commandments, which obviously are still binding on Christians, not just Jews.

· Leviticus 18:5 “So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by which a man may live if he does them; I am the Lord” NASB (See also Psalm 119:93 and Deuteronomy 30:15.)

· John 10:10 “…’I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly’” NASB (See also John 11:25)

We can clearly see that the way to life is through both Christ and the Ten Commandments.
God Bless You!!!
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