Lesson – 1 Qtr – 2 Feed My Sheep  (1 & 2 Peter)                        GladAdvent Ministries 

Lesson – 1 Qtr -2 The Person of Peter (1&2 Peter)

Introduction: Before we study the 1 & 2 Epistles of Peter we must know about Peter. When we study the life of Peter, we find a person full of contrast. He was impulsive and self-sufficient but also humble and prudent. Jesus could smoothen that rough stone because he loved the Savior. Jesus turned Peter into a living stone that was useful for preaching the Gospel. Peter was one of the three disciples–along with James and John–often named as the closest associates of Jesus. There are many references to Peter in the Gospels as well as in the book of Acts. One of his shortcomings is detailed in Galatians 2. 

Peter  was quick to make mistakes; but, fortunately, he was quick to ask for forgiveness and move forward in faith and humility. Let us dive into our Lesson and learn about Peter! 
A Sin and holiness. Luke 5:1-11. (Depart from Me) 
B When do we first meet Peter in the Gospels? John 1:35-2:12 
· One day, Jesus asked Peter for a favor: To let Him preach from his boat, since people crowded together at the beach.
· When Jesus finished His preaching, He asked Peter to let down his nets for a catch. Peter was filled with both faith and disbelief.
· When Peter saw his boat miraculously filled with fish, he understood Jesus’ holiness. He also understood his own sinfulness and confessed it publicly.
· Peter was a spiritual man ready to follow Jesus no matter the cost.
C Faith and selfishness. Matthew 16:13-23. (Confessing the Christ) 
· The Holy Spirit moved Peter to declare his faith in Jesus as the promised Messiah.
· But Peter was not ready to accept that Jesus had to “be killed”. He and the other disciples expected an earthly kingdom and an important position in it.
· That selfish understanding of the kingdom moved him to scold Jesus (“this shall not happen to You!”), so he received some harsh words from Him. “‘Get behind Me, Satan’” (Matt. 16:23, NKJV). 
· He needed to put his selfishness aside and to learn that following Jesus involves suffering (1P. 4:12)
D Faith and selfishness. Matthew 14:28-31. (Walking on Water)
· Peter fully trusted Jesus, so he asked Him to walk on the waters like Him. But he began to trust himself and looked away from Jesus in pride. When he looked back with pride and began to sink.
· When we trust Jesus and we look at Him, the storms in our lives cannot sink us.
· Nevertheless, if we look away from Jesus and trust ourselves, the calmest water and the mildest test will fill us with fear and will sink our faith.
E Good intentions, bad decisions. Luke 22:31-34, 54-62. (Denying His Lord). 
· Peter had good intentions and was willing to go “both to prison and to death.”
· Nevertheless, Peter was sleeping when he was supposed to watch and pray (Luke 22:40). Therefore, when the trial came, he didn’t have enough power and took bad decisions.
· According to Ellen G. White, Peter’s compromise and failure began in Gethsemane when, instead of praying, he slept, and thus wasn’t spiritually ready for what was coming. Had he been faithful in prayer, she wrote, “he would not have denied his Lord.” - The Desire of Ages, p. 714.
· He hid his identity and denied Jesus. When the rooster crowed, he learnt a great lesson as he looked at Jesus: “where sin abounded, grace abounded much more.” (Romans 5:20).
F Leadership and correction. (Peter as Church Leader)
· Peter was a great leader in the Church: He’s always the first when the apostles are mentioned (Matthew 10:2; Mark 3:16; Luke 6:14); He suggested the substitution of Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:15-22); He preached the first missionary message (Acts 2:14-36); He made the first miracle after Jesus ascended (Acts 3:6); He was the first to be arrested and to preach before the Sanhedrin (Acts 4:1-
20); The first Gentile was converted thanks to him (Acts 10:1-48); He was the first apostle to accept Paul (Galatians 1:18); He was considered one of the three pillars of the Church (Galatians 2:9).
· Despite Peter’s leadership, he wasn’t perfect. 
· Following his example in Antioch, some believers began to forget about justification by faith and began to Judaize the Gentiles (justification by works). Paul got indignant about Peter’s attitude, so he scolded him publicly. Galatians 2:11-14. 
· As we read elderly Peter’s letters, we see how he learnt from his mistakes and let the Spirit work and transform him.
· Peter sawthe error into which he had fallen, and immediately set about repairing the evil that had been wrought, so far as was in his power. God, who knows the end from the beginning, permitted Peter to reveal this weakness of character in order that the tried apostle might see that there was nothing in himself whereof he might boast. Even the best of men, if left to themselves, will err in judgment. God also saw that in time to come some would be so deluded as to claim for Peter and his pretended successors the exalted prerogatives that belong to God alone. And this record of [199] the apostle’s weakness was to remain as a proof of his fallibility and of the fact that he stood in no way above the level of the other apostles.—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles* 198.1. 
· How many of us have had experiences like some of those that Peter had?
·  How often do we fall short of God’s ideal for us? 
· What can we learn from those experiences of Peter that will help us in similar situations? 
