Lesson – 1 (Qtr – 3, July 7, 2018) Preparation for the End – Time                  GladAdventMinistries


Lesson – 1 (Qtr – 3, 2018) You will be My Witnesses 

Introduction: - Ever since the promise of the coming Messiah was given, God had been on a mission preparing His people by the messages He had sent through His prophets. He revealed His message through Abraham and His descendants, His chosen people, who did not witness for Him; but, at the end of Jesus’ life, that mission was to be extended to the ends of the earth. In order for that to happen, Jesus had to ascend to His Father and send in His place the Holy Spirit. Why was that necessary? Was it not because the disciples were not ready to accept the help of the Holy Spirit while Jesus was still with them? 

In this third quarter, we will be studying the book of Acts and how this mission was to be accomplished. Let us dive into our lesson study and learn!   
A  Luke the beloved doctor. Acts 1:1-5. 

· The Acts of the Apostles is the second book of the Gospel according to Luke, the beloved doctor (Luke 1:1-4; Colossians 4:14)
· The book covers the history of the Church between the years 31 to 62. That is, from Jesus’ Ascension to just prior to the first judgment of Paul by Nero.

B  Wrong expectations. Acts 1:6-7. 

· The disciples and the Jews in that time only expected a Messiah that would be victorious over the Romans. They were hoping for an earthly, kingly Messiah. This was just ten days before Pentecost.
· After Jesus’ resurrection, they understood that the Messiah had to suffer before being glorified (Luke 24:45-46). However, their question shows that they hadn’t understood the work of Jesus to its full extent.

C  The disciples’ mission. Acts 1:8. 
This passage was foundational for the disciples in New Testament times. It was like a mission statement about what God was calling them to do:
· This mission statement has four main points:

· The Holy Spirit. It was prophesied (Isaiah 44:3; Joel 2:28-29) that the Holy Spirit would descend with special power to do the work that people couldn’t do on their own. This gift had been promised even in the Old Testament. The Holy Spirit had been closely working with Jesus While He was on this earth. (Luke 4:18-21) But, the real manifestation of the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost. (John 7:37-39; Acts 2:33)
· The testimony. The disciples were commissioned to be witnesses of the work and the power of Jesus.

· The mission plan. Their mission would begin in Jerusalem and then it would spread to the ends of the world.

· The mission goal. They had to carry the message to the people wherever they were, and not to wait for the people to come to them. Isaiah 2:1-5 make it clear that in Old Testament times, the people of Israel were to live such outstanding lives that the whole world would be attracted to come to them in Jerusalem. However, by the times 
of the New Testament, that objective had failed, and they were commissioned to go out into the world to carry the gospel to them.
D  Jesus’ Second Coming. Acts 1:9-11. 

· Two angels were commissioned to encourage the astonished disciples and to bring hope to all the believers.
· Why did Jesus instruct those two angels to stay on this earth for a few moments and tell the disciples that Jesus would, one day, come again in the same way in which He went up? (See Deuteronomy 19:15.) It is interesting to notice that at each time in the gospel story when a major announcement was to be made, two angels were involved. Two angels sat in the tomb when Mary approached. (Desire of Ages 789.4) Who were those two angels? Those two angels had apparently served as Jesus’s guardian angels throughout His lifetime. 
· The disciples saw Jesus ascending to heaven, and our eyes will see Jesus coming again.

E  United in prayer. Acts 1:12-14. 

· The upper room became the home of the 11 apostles and the women who had been following Jesus during His ministry on Earth. The upper room in Jerusalem was in the home of John Mark’s parents. The family of Jesus was with them—His mother and brothers. 
· The “brothers” of Jesus were almost certainly the children of Joseph by a prior marriage. Jesus had older sisters as well. (See Matthew 13:55-56; Mark 6:3.) They were older than Jesus, and, thus, they felt that they could tell Him what to do. That is evidenced in several places in the biblical story. James, the eldest of Jesus’s brothers, later became the leader of the Christian group in Jerusalem. (See Acts 12:17; 15:13; 21:18; and Galatians 2:9,12.) 
· The 120 members of the very early Church took time to confess their sins and to repent. They were united in purpose thanks to intense prayer. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit was the answer to their prayers. 
F  The successor of Judas. Acts 1:15-26.
One of the first things that the disciples needed to do was to replace Judas. How did they do that? They “cast lots.” See Acts 1:15-22. We do not know how they did that. This new addition to the group of 11 was to be a specific witness to the resurrection. (Acts 4:33) He was to be among those who had followed Jesus from the time of His baptism to the time of His ascension. How many people do you suppose fit those criteria? 
· There were two requirements to become the 12th apostle:

· To have been with Jesus from His baptism to His ascension.

· To be willing to be a witness of His resurrection.

· Casting their lots doesn’t mean that they took a random decision. They chose acceptable candidates beforehand. They faithfully prayed, believing that God would lead that choice (Proverbs 16:33) 

· Why don’t we use that method to choose church leaders today? 
· Does God give us direct guidance in making the choices that we must make in our day as He did in biblical times? If not, why not? Don’t we live in just as significant a time as they did?
· How do we fit in this whole story? 
· The Saviour’s commission to the disciples included all the believers. It includes all believers in Christ to the end of time. It is a fatal mistake to suppose that the work of saving souls depends alone on the ordained minister. All to whom the heavenly inspiration has come are put in trust with the gospel. All who receive the life of Christ are ordained to work for the salvation of their fellow men. For this work the church was established, and all who take upon themselves its sacred vows are thereby pledged to be co-workers with Christ.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages* 822.2. 
· Doesn’t God still need witnesses to the great controversy and especially to the life of Christ? 
· The book of Acts makes it very clear that prayer, fasting, and fellowship with other believers were to be a major part of the church’s mission and method. See Acts 1:24; 8:14-17; 9:11-12; 10:4,9,30; 13:2-3. 
· As we begin to study the book of Acts, notice this five point summary given by Luke of what we must do to be a part of it: 
(1) be convicted about the mission of Jesus–Acts 1:1-3; 
(2) be alert and wait for the reception of the Holy Spirit–Acts 1:4, 5;  
(3) be more concerned about the what rather than the when of the kingdom–Acts 1:4-7;  
(4) be ready to receive the Spirit–Acts 1:8; 
(5) be witnesses in every place, from our homes to the world–Acts 1:8.—
· Are you ready to take up your task?
*******************************************
1

