Lesson – 1 Quarter 3, 2013                   July 6, 2013                               Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 1 Revival & Reformation (Quarter 3, 2013)
Read for your study: Rev. 3:14-21, Heb. 12:7-11, Matt. 25:1-13, Zech. 3:1-5,Song of Sol. 5:2-5.
Memory Text: ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him and he with Me’ ” (Revelation 3:20, NKJV).
Introduction: During his keynote sermon address on Sabbath, July 3rd, 2010 in the Georgia Dome in Atlanta, Georgia, a stirring appeal sent waves throughout the Adventist world by Elder Ted N. C. Wilson, newly elected president of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists. 

Many heralded his message as a return to our fundamental roots as Seventh-day Adventists. His message highlighted four notable themes: 1) a call for revival and reformation; 2) a return to the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy; 3) a call to go forward and proclaim the three angels messages more fully; and 4) making preparation for the latter rain.  

As members, we can strongly agree with Elder Wilson that these are some of the greatest needs facing the church today as it continues to compromise with the world on many fronts and stray away from its divinely appointed mission and teachings.  This appeal for revival and reformation is nothing new but has been active in the church ever since the Shepherd’s Rod message was introduced to the leaders in the church in 1930, about 82 years ago. 
Let us hope and pray that Elder Wilson’s appeal and Elder Mark Finley’s lesson studies of this Quarter on ‘Revival &Reformation’ will be taken to heart and pursued to its logical end by all earnest Seventh-day Adventists who are thirsting and hungering for righteousness and seeking for true revival and reformation. Let us dive into our study with these thoughts!

Revival: Our great need and hope for Lukewarm Laodiceans: 
Laodicea was a city founded by Antiochus II between 261-246 B.C. He named it after his wife. The city was famous for its school of medicine, its banking, exchange, and manufacturing. Its inhabitants were independent, self-confident, and rich, says the author. It produced valuable wool which was soft in texture and glossy black in color. The black wool from Laodicea was especially prized because of its glossy appearance.  
Located on the main east-west highway established by the Roman Empire however, it did have one serious weakness: It was entirely dependent for its water supply on an aqueduct bringing water from springs about six miles to the south. By the time the water reached Laodicea, it was lukewarm. Jesus used that symbolism to represent the lukewarm condition of His last-day church, described as self-confident, complacent, apathetic, and spiritually indifferent. It is a church that has lost its passion. It is a church that needs a spiritual revival. 
Question: Is there any hope for this church? 

Yes, the Laodicean message is filled with hope as Jesus speaks to His people in love, offering to meet their every heartfelt need to revive a spiritual longing in their hearts. He addresses the Laodicean church with titles ‘the Amen’ ‘the faithful and true witness’ and ‘the beginning of the creation of God,’ all referring to Himself. Jesus is the cause of all beginning, the Creator who spoke and the worlds came into being. He spoke life into existence. This same Jesus speaks and stirs up hope into the hearts of the Laodiceans. 
Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 5:17 ‘therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!’ It is this newness of life that creates hope to bring revival. Jesus can revive us and create us as new creatures in the image of God. 
A Loving Rebuke: 
In Revelation 3:15-16 Jesus rebukes the Laodicean church calling them ‘lukewarm’! What does it mean to be ‘lukewarm’? Is God trying to tell us about our spiritual condition?  

The Laodicean message must be given with earnestness and power, as a message from heaven. If it be ignored, the Lord will certainly cast away from Him those whose spiritual condition is so objectionable. Christ declares that pretentious piety is nauseating to Him. To the ones so full of self-sufficiency He says, “I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot.” Their works are opposed to the holy principles of God’s word. (Special Testimonies, Series B, No. 2, p. 20.1)
Question: Do we need discipline just like the Laodicean church? As you look around in the church to which you belong, do you think God would describe it as lukewarm, insipid, even “pretentiously pious” and nauseating to Him? 

Hebrews 12:7-11suggests that if we are not disciplined properly, we are illegitimate children. How can we follow the advice of Hosea 6:1, NKJV: “Come, and let us return to the Lord; for he has torn, but he will heal us; he has stricken, but he will bind us up”? 

Perception and Reality: 
It is true that spiritual revival rests on the relationship between God and His true ministers, for the latter are the individuals through whom He works to effect the waking up of others. The preachers drive the revival! If the ministry is not close to God, they will not preach the truth, and revival will never take place. However, if the ministry's relationship with God is solid and growing, God will inspire them to preach His Word powerfully, and "those who have ears to hear" will listen and respond. 
In Revelation 3:17- Jesus made an assessment of the Laodicean church and said, ‘You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing. But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.’ This was the spiritual condition of the Laodicean church. 

Many times we may perceive things in our lives which may seem right to us. But in reality it may be wrong in the sight of the Lord! Our perception of things differs from the reality in God’s eyes! 
Some of the religious leaders of Jesus’ day were blind to their own spiritual poverty. Jesus called them “blind guides” (Matt. 23:24). Jesus said that He came for the “‘recovery of sight to the blind’” (Luke 4:18, NKJV). Jesus will restore the spiritual eyesight that we have lost if we allow Him. 
The Divine Remedy: 
Question: What is the divine remedy offered by Jesus in Revelation 3:18-19? 

Gold, clothing, and eye salve represent the three major industries of Laodicea: banking, textiles, and medicines. 

Gold, spiritual riches (I Peter 1:7), contrasts with the word "poor," and fire symbolize trial. God advises them to obtain spiritual riches produced through trials, which the self-sufficient Laodicean avoids by compromising. 
"White garments" contrast with their nakedness. Clothing provides a measure of comfort and protection from the elements. It hides shame and deformity. Biblically, God uses it to symbolize righteousness (Revelation 19:8). He instructs the Laodicean to dress himself in the holiness of God to cover his spiritual nakedness, self-righteousness.
Their need of eye salve contrasts with their blindness. Commentators understand it to represent God's Spirit coupled with obedience. The combination of the two gives a Christian the ability to see - to understand spiritual things. "But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God" (I Corinthians 2:10-11). "The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; a good understanding have all those who do His commandments" (Psalms 111:10). 

God is willing to go to great lengths to get our attention and get us to turn so that we will buy gold refined in the fire, get proper white garments, and anoint our eyes with eye salve. He is trying to get us to repent, which is what chastening is all about. 
“The white raiment he invites the soul to wear is his own robes of righteousness, and the oil for anointing is the oil of his grace, which will give spiritual eyesight to the soul in blindness and darkness, that he may distinguish between the workings of the Spirit of God and the spirit of the enemy. Open your doors, says the great Merchantman, the possessor of spiritual riches, and transact your business with me. It is I, your Redeemer, who counsels you to buy of me.”-Ellen G. White, The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, Aug. 7, 1894.
A Relentless Love: 
God really want to have an intimate, personal relationship with us. Jesus pictured Himself as standing at the door and knocking; He wants to eat with us, but He will never force His way in. In the setting of the Middle Eastern culture, the evening meal is very important. It is a family gathering where often there are several generations who sit down together and talk and counsel and plan. It is a time of great fellowship. 
He wants to spend the rest of eternity in close association with us. With such a prospect before us, what could possibly hold us back from responding positively? In order for us to participate with God in that grand and glorious reunion in heaven, we must experience a true revival and reformation. 

Romans 5:5 say, "The love of God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit." Thus, we did not have the love of God until we had His Spirit. Without God's Spirit, we could not possibly keep His commandments, for love is "keeping His commandments" (I John 5:3). If we cannot keep His commandments, God cannot create His character in us, and He will not allow us to enter His Kingdom. 
The love of God is perfected in those who keep His Word (I John 4:12). It is the keeping of the commands of God by the Spirit of God with the motivation of the love of God that perfects it. 
‘God calls for a spiritual revival and a spiritual reformation. Unless this takes place, those who are lukewarm will continue to grow more abhorrent to the Lord, until He will refuse to acknowledge them as His children.

A revival and a reformation must take place, under the ministration of the Holy Spirit. Revival and reformation are two different things. Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a resurrection from spiritual death. Reformation signifies reorganization, a change in ideas and theories, habits and practices. Reformation will not bring forth the good fruit of righteousness unless it is connected with the revival of the Spirit. Revival and reformation are to do their appointed work, and in doing this work they must blend.’ (RH, February 25, 1902 par. 7, 8)
Are we willing to have revival and reformation in our lives? 
God Bless You!!!
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