Lesson – 1 Spiritual Adultery             Quarter 2, April 6, 2013                     Gladwin Mathews


“Seek the Lord and Live” - Major Lessons from Minor Prophets

Introduction: We have just concluded the first quarter lesson studies on the theme ‘Creation’ that took us through the entire creation story, to the fall, the sin, the consequences, the gospel, the redemption, and then back to the creation again. 

God created man in a perfect world. He wanted man to obey and live. Life as it comes from God, and as it is spent in the enjoyment of God, is always a blessing; because it is life with solid happiness. But we landed in a mess because of our first parent’s disobedience who sinned against God the Creator. Paul reminds us in Romans 5:12 saying, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.” 
We discover the effect of sin that it blinds man to his own interests and hardens his heart against God. But we also discover the work of the Holy Spirit in opening man’s eyes to his true interest, stirring him up to “seek the Lord and live.” To live, is to answer the great end of our creation, and to be happy in doing whatever God requires, and receiving whatever God imparts. This, this is life!
Can we obtain that favor? Yes, for the Lord’s Word says, “You who seek God – your hearts shall live!” Psalm 69:32 
In this second quarter, this is the theme that we are going to study through the works of the “Minor Prophets” the twelve short books that conclude the Old Testament. Let us begin to explore this theme through our first lesson based on the life of the Prophet Hosea! 
Lesson – 1 Spiritual Adultery (Hosea) 

Read for your study: Hos. 1:1-3, Ezek. 4:1-6, Hos. 2:12-18, 4:1-3, James 5:1-7,Rev. 14:6-12.
Memory Text: ‘I will plant her for myself in the land; I will show my love to the one I called “Not my loved one.” I will say to those called “Not my people,”“You are my people”; and they will say, “You are my God” (Hosea 2:23, NIV).
Background: In today’s world, if someone had to write down a list of the attributes of a good wife, no one would write ‘unfaithfulness’ in the list. ‘Unfaithfulness’ is not an attribute we would uphold or seek for a relationship with. Yet that is exactly the main attribute of Gomer, whom Hosea is instructed by God to marry. 
However, in order to understand what was going on in Hosea’s day, let us look at the history of Israel in the context of the life and the book of Hosea. 
Hosea means ‘God saves’ and he lived in the northern kingdom (Israel) during a season of material wealth but spiritual poverty. He was called of God to not only speak the Word of God to God’s people but to be a living sign of that Word before the people also. 
The first three chapters form an introduction and deal primarily with Hosea’s marriage and family life. He was to marry a harlot – thus giving the people a visual demonstration of their unfaithfulness to God. From the chapters 1-14 we find two dominant themes – the Judgment of God in response to the sin of the people and the unconditional love of God towards His people. 
In his prophetic word Hosea recalls the covenant faithfulness of God and the repeated unfaithfulness of the people to that covenant. He points out to the people of God their hypocrisy and evil before God. Yet Hosea also proclaims the future prospect of God’s love and the reconciliation, redemption and restoration of God’s people by God. 
The northern kingdom of Israel was conquered as a result of the siege and downfall of Samaria about the year 723/722 B.C.  As a result, the Israelite people were scattered across the Assyrian Empire. It is very likely that Hosea lived through the final days of Israel’s history and Israel was committed to worshiping Baal. 
The period of Hosea’s prophetic activity is dated according to the reigns of four kings in Judah mentioned in Hosea 1:1–Uzziah (792–740 B.C.), Jotham (750–731 B.C.), Ahaz (735–715 B.C.),and Hezekiah (729–686 B.C.)—and the reign of Jeroboam II (793–753 B.C.) in Israel. Also on the throne during Hosea’s ministry were the last six kings of Israel following Jeroboam II—Zechariah, Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hoshea—although they are not listed in Hosea 1:1. A dating which satisfies all the demands of the historical notation in Hosea 1:1 is 755–725 B.C., the darkest period of Israel’s history.

Following the death of Jeroboam II, the nation was in a state of political anarchy. Of the last six kings of Israel, four (Zechariah, Shallum, Pekahiah, and Pekah) were assassinated, and the other two (Menahem and Hoshea) ascended the throne via assassinations. Morally speaking, Israel was bankrupt. Blatant immoralities were practiced openly and unashamedly. The religious life of the people was idolatrous and degenerate. Hosea was an eyewitness to the inward deterioration which eventually led to the collapse of the nation in 722 B.C., at which time Samaria, the capital, fell to the Assyrians. Hosea’s ministry overlapped those of Isaiah and Micah in Judah and of Amos in Israel (cf. Isaiah 1:1; Amos 1:1; Micah 1:1). These four prophets of the eighth century constituted the high mark of Hebrew prophecy. (Believer’s Study Bible - Introduction to Hosea)
A Strange Command: 
In Hosea 1&3, we see that God asked Hosea to marry Gomer a woman who may have already been a prostitute. What an astonishing thing for God to call Hosea to do. He calls him to marry a prostitute, a woman of unfaithfulness. There was to be no fairytale romance and beautiful wedding. Hosea enters into this marriage knowing there will be problems ahead. 
Hosea is not alone amongst the prophets when it comes to being asked to do strange things by God. Elijah was told to pour water on his sacrifice at Mt Carmel. Ahijah tore his cloak in 12 

pieces before giving 10 to Jeroboam. 
Question: Why does God depict unfaithfulness to Him through an unfaithful wife rather than an unfaithful husband?  Who is more often unfaithful, husband or wife? 
Hosea’s story was a parallel to the story of the children of Israel who were supposed to be married to and in a faithful relationship with the God of heaven. His marriage was to be a sign, a symbol, a representation of the spiritual life of the people of God. These words are very direct and hard hitting. God is direct in His confrontation and condemnation of the people’s spiritual state before Him. 
Question: Would God really ask a prophet, priest, or pastor to marry a prostitute? Might God do something like that today? What will the neighbors, the friends and the church think? (Leviticus 21:7; Ezekiel 44:22) 

Spiritual Adultery: 
The period of history mentioned during Hosea 1:1 was known as the darkest period of Israel’s history. Looking at the kings listed we can know how the people had fallen so far from God. 
· Uzziah had been struck with leprosy by God because he was a proud and arrogant man. 
· Jotham was a good king in many ways but he failed to deal with the pagan altars in the midst of the people of God. Isn’t it amazing, even those whose hearts are inclined to God, can be so reluctant to deal with the stumbling blocks in their lives and the lives of others. Jotham had no moral courage to deal with the pagan altars. 
· Ahaz was an outright unbeliever who sacrificed his own son to a pagan deity. 
· Hezekiah was the exception to the rule, he did love God and followed his ways, demonstrating to all, that God always has His faithful remnant. Jeroboam, the only northern king in the list, we are told did evil in the eyes of the Lord God. From the list we can see that the people were claiming to be the people of God whilst worshipping other gods, living immoral lives and doing evil before God. 
Many of other God’s prophets had compared God’s unfaithful people to “a prostitute’ who lived with many lovers despite everything that God provided for them (Jeremiah 3:1). In a similar way, the prophet Ezekiel called idolatrous Israel “an adulterous wife” who had departed from her true husband (Ezek. 16:32, NKJV). For this reason, idolatry in the Bible is viewed as spiritual adultery. 

Question: In what ways are we committing spiritual adultery today? What are some practical ways of preventing this sin in our lives? 

A Promise of Restoration: Virtually every chapter of Hosea talks about the “prostitution” or “adultery” of God’s people. The book of Hosea presents an incredible contrast. On the one hand, we read about God’s appeal to Hosea for the people to stop and think about what they were doing and to return to Him and He would take them back. On the other hand, we read about the dire consequences. God is always ready to take us back, but are we willing to come back? Or, are we too attached to our sins?
Hosea’s message shows God’s steadfast love for His undeserving people, the Israelites. Hosea 2 is a contrast of God’s anger about Israel’s apostasy, and then contrasted with God’s unfailing love for His people. 
At God’s direction, Hosea named his three children in a way that symbolized God’s anger. Their names show God’s increasing judgment against Israel’s adultery: first comes punishment, then a loss of love, finally total divorce. The first name, Jezreel, refers to a historical incident from 2 Kings 9-10. Jezreel was the place where King Jehu slaughtered a wicked king and all his associates (2 Kings 10:11). Hosea lived to see his prediction of punishment on Jehu’s house fulfilled, when the last king in Jehu’s line was murdered (2 Kings 15:8-12). 
Punishment, however, was not the last word. Jezreel has a double meaning—both to “scatter” and to “sow.” In Hosea 1:11 and in 2:22-23, Jezreel takes on the hopeful sense of planting new life. Hosea’s other two children’s names are similarly turned from curses to blessings. God’s anger leads to new life. 
Question: what are we supposed to learn about God from this lived-out parable? Is God intolerant of sin? Could we become tolerant of sin? Or is He a forgiving God who wants to restore everything back to us? 

The promise of restoration is so strong, so firm that it almost stands in contradiction to the announced judgment. God’s judgment is accompanied with love and mercy. God offers hope to a disobedient, wayward and immoral people. Jezreel means ‘God scatters’ but another translation is ‘God sows’ and God, through Hosea, reveals that He has not forgotten His covenant, nor the promise to Abraham and that where He scatters He also sows and His people will be great in number as He promised. 
God speaks a Word of hope to these people in the midst of judgment. It is all the work of God in bringing these people back to Himself. It is God who reaches out and reaches down. It is God who brings redemption to the lost. It is God who brings reconciliation to a broken relationship and it is God who restores them to the status of once again being His people. 

Question: How would you apply the message of Hosea to situations in your life? God loves us and thinks of us as his bride; God’s law cannot be set aside without consequences; despite my idolatry and law-breaking God’s final word to me is one of compassion and restoration. 
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