Lesson – 10                                       June 9, 2012                                  Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 10 A Love Response 
Read for your Study: 1 John 4:18-19; Rom. 3:19-20; John 15:13; Rom. 5:6–8; John 6:28-29.
Memory Text:  ‘If you love Me, keep My commandments’ (John 14:15, NKJV).

Introduction: Ayn Rand, born as Alisa Rosenbaum in pre-revolutionary St. Petersburg to a prosperous Jewish family once said, “Love is our response to our highest values, and can be nothing else.”   Yes, a love response can only be seen and felt when it is motivated by God’s grace to us. We care and love others because God does the same thing for us. ‘God is love’ is written and revealed to us through nature and through His Word. The word of God reveals His character and He himself has declared His infinite love and pity’ writes Ellen White in Steps to Christ, p. 2. 
So, what motivates us? Is it obligation? Guilt? or Shame? Motivation is a very challenging issue. It is sometimes hard to even identify our own personal motivations. Consider the words from Ellen White: The man who attempts to keep the commandments of God from a sense of obligation merely–because he is required to do so–will never enter into the joy of obedience. He does not obey. When the requirements of God are accounted a burden because they cut across human inclination, we may know that the life is not a Christian life. True obedience is the outworking of a principle within. It springs from the love of righteousness, the love of the law of God. The essence of all righteousness is loyalty to our Redeemer.  This will lead us to do right because it is right–because right doing is pleasing to God.—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons 97.3-98.0 (1900)
Question: Can we learn to do what is right because it is right? What should be the correct motivation for witnessing? Did the disciples love Christ so much that they could not keep quiet about it? Could that be true of us in our day? How would you identify a true love response? (DA 339).  This lesson is about soul-winning. The question is what motivates us to do it? Let us dive into our lesson and learn! 
Motivated by Love: 

Philemon 1:8-19 relates an interesting event in Paul's life in which he calls upon Philemon's sense of gratitude and obligation to him. In verse 8, Paul says he could use his authority to order Philemon to accept the slave Onesimus back, charging any debt he owed Philemon to Paul. However, he appeals to him through other means. In verse 19, he delivers a double-barreled proposition. First, Paul himself writes in his own hand that he will repay any of Onesimus' indebtedness, putting Philemon in greater-than-normal obligation. Then, Paul reminds him that he owes Paul his very life spiritually. He implies that Philemon's spiritual indebtedness to him should more than cover any material debt Onesimus owed to Philemon. Therefore, Paul suggests that Philemon charge it to his account. Was this motivated by love? 
What Paul did for Onesimus reflects in a small way what Christ did for us. As Paul laid himself out for Onesimus, Christ did for us in a much greater way to pay our spiritual indebtedness and set us free. As Paul claims Philemon's indebtedness to him, so Christ claims our indebtedness to Him. 

1 John 4:18-19 relates a love in response to love. Verse 19 says, ‘We love because he first loved us.’ Love can come only as a result of, and in response to, love. Our love for God, and our willingness to work with Him in the saving of souls, is dependent upon our knowing Him. It is not usual that we love people whom we don’t know. Therefore, it is vital that to obey God out of love, we must know Him personally, says the author.  
Question: Do we really love God? Or, are we just hoping to get eternal life from Him? How does it make you feel to know that God loved you first? Love and obedience are inseparable as long as they occur in that order.
Not By Guilt: 
Many a time guilt is used to motivate people. Even for witnessing and evangelism we have been often reminded of the great commission that God has given us responsibility to witness and that we must use all our God-given resources and talents for him. Does this appeal to our sense of guilt and indebtedness to God? Though Paul mentions about guilt in Romans 3:19-20  he actually brings out a sense of accountability rather than the sense of being guilty. For after we come to Christ, we are no longer motivated by guilt because the guilt has been washed away, covered by the righteousness of Jesus. We stand in Him, perfect and guiltless and forgiven. 

Romans 13:8-10 In verse 8 Paul has presented us with an interesting paradox. On the one hand, he states that we should owe no man anything that he can rightfully claim from us, yet on the other hand, we must owe everyone more than we can hope to pay—perfect love. By this, he extends and intensifies the concept of obligation.
Was it not our failure to meet our obligations to God and man that accrued the unpayable debt in the first place? Now that the debt has been paid, we are under obligation, not only to strive to avoid falling into the same trap, but to expand and perfect the giving of love. The paradox is more apparent than real because love is not merely one's duty added to others, but is the inclusive framework within which all duties should be performed. Love is the motivating power that frees and enables us to serve and sacrifice with largeness of heart and generosity of spirit.
Question: According to Romans 5:6-8 how does it make you feel to know that Christ died for us while we were still sinners? Were there other reasons why Christ died? What did the universe learn from the life and death of Christ here on this earth?
“But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of man. It was not for this alone that Christ came to the earth; it was not merely that the inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it was to vindicate the character of God before the universe. To this result of His great sacrifice–its influence upon the intelligences of other worlds,  as well as upon man–the Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: "Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all unto [69] Me." John 12:31, 32. The act of Christ in dying for the salvation of man would not only make heaven accessible to men, but before all the universe it would justify God and His Son in their dealing with the rebellion of Satan. It would establish the perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the nature and the results of sin. (Patriarchs and Prophets 68.2) This is the great controversy.
Jesus Himself said that those who believe in Him, trust Him, have faith in Him will do what He did. (John 14:21) 
Motivated to Serve:
Question: How should we relate to people who actually believe that they are living up to all of God’s requirements?
Hebrews 10:24 -25 “And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.
Let us consider one another- Has there ever been a time in our calling when we need to excite one another for the work of God more than now? We all need to be motivated to "stand tall" in the Word of God. We ought to have great love for God's laws and each other. We should be performing the appropriate works attendant to our calling. In the greater church of God today, with its many differing attitudes, motivating to love and good works is very difficult to do.
Adam Clarke provides a paraphrase of Hebrews 10:24 that should help us to understand what Paul means: Let us diligently and attentively consider each other's trials, difficulties, and weaknesses; feel for each other, and excite each other to an increase of love to God and man; and as proof of it, to be fruitful in good works.
In reality, this is just another way of saying, as Jesus did, "This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you" (John 15:12). Such love manifests itself, not only in feeling for others in their troubles, but also in edifying and encouraging each other to do what is godly. In this way, we share our burdens. 
The New Testament stresses that Christians need the fellowship of others of like mind. An identifying mark of the true church is that the members have love for one another (John 13:35). Indeed, one of the criteria by which Christ will judge us is how we treat our brethren in the church (Matthew 25:31-46). How can we love and serve one another if we do not fellowship with and get to know each other?
God has given us ample instruction regarding how we should relate to other Christians. It is His purpose to teach us how to get along with each other so we can teach others about these things in the Millennium. 
· We are to be unselfish and concerned for the needs of others (Philippians 2:4). 
· God wants us to learn patience and forgiveness (Colossians 3:13), striving to be "kindly affectionate," humble, and self-effacing in our dealings with one another (Romans 12:10). 
· We should be giving and hospitable to our brethren (verse 13). Our fellowship should be a source of encouragement to one another. 
· We should use this time to show love to our brethren and to motivate them to perform acts of kindness and service for others. 
All of these exhortations show a clear need for us to be part of an organization of God's people. God's Sabbath service is like a weekly training school for Christians. The spiritual food that God's true ministers prepare for us is vitally important for our spiritual growth and development. In discussing the relationship of the ministry to the church member, Paul explains that the ministry is given for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 4:12-13)
Ellen G. White writes, “The watchful Christian is a working Christian, seeking zealously to do all in his power for the advancement of the gospel. As love for his Redeemer increases, so also does love for his fellow men. He has severe trials, as had his Master; but he does not allow affliction to sour his temper or destroy his peace of mind. He knows that trial, if well borne, will refine and purify him, and bring him into closer fellowship with Christ. Those who are partakers of Christ’s sufferings will also be partakers of His consolation and at last sharers of His glory. – Ellen G. White Acts of the Apostles, p. 261.
In Conclusion: Are you motivated to witness and to share the gospel? Do you think that it is an obligation–something that you have to do? Do you feel guilty if you do not do it? Do we actually feel the love of Christ? Does that love motivate us? 

Ellen White said: “Love can no more exist without revealing itself in outward acts than fire can be kept alive without fuel.” –Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 695. In light of all that we have discussed, what things motivate you to be a Christian and to witness? 

God Bless You!!!
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