Lesson – 10                                          March 7, 2015                                Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 10 Behind the Mask
Read for your Study: - Prov. 25:2-3; 26:11-26; 27:5-6; 1 Corinthians 1:20-21

Memory Text: - “Do not exalt yourself in the king’s presence, and do not claim a place among his great men” Proverbs 25:6 

Introduction: - Throughout our journey of life, we come across many faces of masks used in various contexts such as Halloween, Mardi Gras, the circus, parades, plays, or costume parties to disguise and deceive. Each of these masks depicts and tells us stories of ceremonies and occasions in various cultures of different regions and the society's values, morals, religion, and traditional and historical heritage.
After the creation of this earth, there was someone who hid behind the mask and uttered those flattering and deceiving words to Eve, “You shall not surely die” and cheated her! Satan is a master deceiver. He can appear and does appear as angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14). 
We have many ways to deceive, and one of them is through language. This week’s lesson will focus on the challenges of speaking the truth and discerning the truth from what we hear. Let us dive into our study and learn! 
The Mystery of God: - A good education teaches us to learn how much we do not know. The more educated we are with our PhDs or ThDs, the better we understand how little we know. Our universe is filled with complex and mysterious things which we cannot fully understand. How could we possibly understand God and His mysterious ways? One important thing that each of us can do in life is to do everything possible to get to know Him and understand Him better. In the light of Proverbs 25:2-3; Jeremiah 8:8; and Isaiah 45:14-15, why do you think the Old Testament often describes God as mysterious? Is God trying to hide something?
The Fool as Wise: - Many people in our modern day have begun to dismiss the idea of any absolute truth. They want us to believe that every truth is relative. An idea has taken hold in recent years that argues for the relative nature of truth. That is, what is true for one person, or one culture, might not be true for another. This idea is also expressed many times using phrase such as “politically correct”. 
Does truth depends on who you are, where you are, or your cultural background? If so, then are the Ten Commandments negotiable? What must we all be careful not to do? None of us understands everything. We all have areas where we need to grow and learn, so we should always be open to the fact that we don’t have all the answers. The following passages in Proverbs 26:11-12, Judges 21:25; 1 Corinthians 1:20-21; 2:6-7; and 2 Corinthians 1:12 are an adequate warning against boasting of our own wisdom. We may find ourselves in trouble even when we do what we think is right. We must never compromise on our core values and core truths! 
The Sluggard: - To Solomon, negligence was one of the greatest evils in the character of man. How frequently he depicts it with graphic force (24:30-34)! How often he denounces it with fiery energy (20:4; 6:6-11)! Idleness and indulgence are the great Dead Sea of life and in that stagnant sludge the most beneficial blessings can produce no good. 
We can all benefit from a study of the sluggard because too much of him lies in too many of us. Though we may not exhibit his characteristics to such a full extent and thus are not labeled slackers we can certainly profit from a gentle but straight forward thrust the Holy Spirit sends in our direction. 

Let me make two observations in Proverbs 26:15. First, the slacker is not some sort of abnormal person. He or she is an ordinary man or woman who simply makes too many postponements or excuses for opportunities in life. Second, being a sluggard once in awhile is one of the great pleasures of life, as pleasurable as sleeping in on a snowy or rainy day. But this occasional excuse is not to become characteristic of anyone. 

Could someone really be so lazy that he does not want to pick up food from the dish and put it in his mouth? Why are some people so lazy? ” Lazy people tend to be afraid to venture anything. They will use any excuse to avoid actual work. Solomon compared lazy people to a door swinging on its hinges. The door may move, but it never goes anywhere! This could be also possible in our spiritual life experience! 

Commenting on this issue Ellen G. White writes, “In the judgment men will not be condemned because they conscientiously believed a lie, but because they did not believe the truth, because they neglected the opportunity of learning what is truth.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 55.2. 
The Friend as Enemy: - We all love our friends and we will do anything for them to keep their friendship. But when is it appropriate to rebuke a friend? Is it a sign of love to warn someone of dangers ahead? Was that warning a rebuke or a constructive criticism? 
What is implied by Proverb 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another?” The image of iron sharpening iron suggests a reciprocal benefit, says the author.  Friendship tested by true confrontation will improve not only the quality of the friendship but also stimulate and strengthen both personalities. Real friends should be able to openly discuss issues and to learn from each other. An honest discussion leading to discovery of new truths is a wonderful blessing.
The Enemy as Friend: - We all acknowledge the fact that troublemakers and gossips keep the arguments alive. And we must also always remember that the person who feels comfortable slandering your enemy in your presence will probably be just as ready to slander you in the presence of another! 
When we hear a very nice, even flowery, speech, red flags should go up in our minds. Satan is a mastermind and is very effective with his nice speeches as we have seen him do in the Garden of Eden with Eve. 
Proverbs 26: 20-21 says, “For lack of wood the fire goes out, and where there is no whisperer, contention quiets down." Kindled fire is an appropriate image for quarrel and strife. When a fire finishes burning through the material it feeds on, it goes out. Similarly, when gossip reaches the ear of someone who will not repeat it, it dies. Strife, a quarrel or contention dies down without gossip (11:13; 16:28; 18:8; 20:19; 26:22). Strife ceases when people stop talking. 
How necessary it is for God's people to eliminate from their conversation all incendiary words. This would prevent many of the fires that ruin relationships. 
“Everything that Christians do should be as transparent as the sunlight. Truth is of God; deception, in every one of its myriad forms, is of Satan. . . . It is not a light or an easy thing to speak the exact truth. We cannot speak the truth unless we know the truth, and how often preconceived opinions, mental bias, imperfect knowledge, errors of judgment; prevent a right understanding of matters with which we have to do! We cannot speak the truth unless our minds are continually guided by Him who is truth. — Ellen G. White, Reflecting Christ, p. 71. 

Let us remember to hold our tongue before we say anything! We must yield our tongue to the Lord! By yielding our tongue to the Lord Jesus, who alone can control it, we can put out the harmful fires of slander and gossip. It's better to bite your tongue, than to have a biting tongue. 
God Bless You!!! 
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