Lesson – 10                                       March 8, 2014                               Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 10 Discipling the Nations
Read for your study: - Isa. 56:6-8; Matt. 11:20-24; John 12:20-32; Rom. 15:12; Acts 1:7-8.
Memory Text: - “For My house shall be called a house of prayer for all nations.” (Isaiah 56:7)
Introduction: - We are living in a world where there is moral decline in every nation. Even within the church, secularism is creeping in putting us at the center of the universe. The present ‘Millennial I-generation’ says, “I want to have fun, excitement, and thrills. I want to be entertained. They believe that God exists but the church is a place to go to be entertained.” Why do we think this way about the church? It is because almost every nation is on the verge of moral and spiritual collapse. And we have failed in the work place, in the market place, and in the halls and classroom of our schools, colleges, and Universities, as true Christian witness! 

This lesson focuses on the challenge of spreading the gospel to the entire world. As we look at the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20, many questions arise! What is involved in the command to disciple nations? How are we to accomplish this end? Is this really for us? How important is this? Why do we find this command only in one verse of the Bible? To learn more on this subject, let us dive into our study and learn! 
The Prophets Foretold: - God's revelation is always strategically timed: it is spoken in season, always appropriately purposeful. It is progressive, a forward – looking process over time, that builds truth and culminating in Jesus. Gen 17:1 says, “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.” 

The call to Abraham to leave Ur was God’s original plan to make him a missionary to all nations. (Genesis 12:1-3) In many places throughout the Old Testament, the chosen nation of Israel was challenged to carry the gospel to the surrounding nations. They were placed at the crossroads of the world in their day with a specific intent that they were to spread the gospel to those who passed through their way. But, as we know, they quickly lost sight of that goal and settled down in their complacency and soon adopted many of the evil rituals, practices, and religion of their pagan neighbors. 

But God continued His work through Moses. He taught the Israelites through the law. He raised Prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Ezra and Nehemiah, Micah, Jonah and others to carry out His purpose. But they shunned those around them and would not associate with them at all.
We face a similar challenge in our days too. But “Our watchword is to be: Onward, ever onward. The angels of God will go before us to prepare the way. Our burden for the regions beyond can never be laid down until the whole earth shall be lightened with the glory of the Lord.-Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, pp. 28, 29. “In the name of the Lord let us lift up our voices in praise and thanksgiving for the results of work abroad.” 

Woe unto Thee! : - Jesus called His followers to make disciples of all nations. While this begins with evangelism of individuals, it must not end there. It must encircle discipling whole nations about every aspect of their culture. And not just one nation, but all nations. This is a reaffirmation of the covenant given to Abraham in Genesis 12:1-3, where God said, “…and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  The Gospels tell us that Jesus continued the process of walking out the implications of seed truths planted at an earlier time. God's truth is alive: it grows in our midst, the full implications not always fully grasped at the first expression of that truth. 
Six times He uses the expression, "You have heard that it was said ... But I tell you ..." (Mt 5:21, 27, 31, 33, 38, 43) This expression was like a rebuke, or like a woe unto the Pharisees, the teachers of the law, who did not heed the voice of God in preaching His word. And in fact the people had problem with Jesus because He told them that God could and had worked outside of Israel. Are we making the same mistake? 
Jesus takes the seed truths of the Old Testament to their ultimate conclusion in a totally new way: John 13:34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."
“We Would See Jesus”: - Jesus had triumphantly entered Jerusalem with shouts of Hosannas, joy and excitement coming from the crowd. It was the time of the Passover and many Greeks had come to see Jesus, for they had heard about Him. They approached Phillip and said, “Sir, we would see Jesus!” They meant that they want to see Jesus and follow Him. They wanted to learn from Him. Many wondered with the question, “Would Jesus be crowned King?” 
Granting their request Jesus said, “If any man, meaning any man, woman, Jew, Greek, wanted to follow Him, they could, but it would come at a cost.” He told them that He was about to be lifted up from the earth; but by doing so, He would draw everyone to Himself.” 
Jesus came to usher in the kingdom of God, but the fullness of His purpose escaped even the most discerning of hearts. They did not understand Him! 

1.The religious leaders did not understand Him (John 3:10) 
2. His parents did not understand Him (Luke 2.50) 

 3. John the Baptist did not understand Him (Mat 11:2-3; Luke 7:20) 

 4. Even His own disciples did not understand Him (John 8:27; 10:6; 12:16; 13:28; 20:9). Time and again Jesus had to say things like: 

· "Do you understand what I have done for you?" (John 13:12) 
· "Don't you understand...?" (Mar 4:13) 

• "Don't you see...?" (Matt 15:17; Mark 7:18) 

• "Do you still not understand?" (Matt 16:9; Mar 8:21) 

• "Do you still not see or understand?" (Mark 8:17) 

• "You don't know what you are asking..." (Matt 20:22) 

• "Why is my language not clear to you?" (John 8:43) 

 Then when it came to the most important thing of all, when He began to share with them about His upcoming death and resurrection it was more of the same. Mark 9:32 But they did not understand what he meant and were afraid to ask him about it. (cf. Luke 9:45; 18:34)

Breaking Down Barriers: - The leaders of the law not only condemned Jesus but also fought against Him. They labeled Him as demon-possessed and called Him a Samaritan! (for they hated them and looked at them as low Class). But Jesus used a Samaritan story to teach them a spiritual lesson about what it meant truly to fulfill God’s law. 
Every stumbling block that came in Jesus way, He removed by His humble life of service, acts of kindness and simple, truthful life. He broke down all barriers that came in his relationship to God or man. 

The Great Commission: - The great commission begins and ends with Jesus. He draws near to share His heart and He promises to never withdraw. His presence is the energizing means of accomplishing the task. He who commissioned us committed Himself to us. That is the only way in which this dream will become reality. 

Going, baptizing, teaching are only the sketchiest of outlines. Jesus always carried the ultimate vision in His heart, but He knew how to pace Himself. Though His plan was to see all nations discipled He undertook one thing at a time: Jesus said, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel" (Mat 15:24). Likewise He told His disciples; "Do not go among the εθvoς or enter any town of the Samaritans" (Mat 10:5) 
His mission was to touch not only individuals, but a people with His grace. People hood is important to Him. 

Today, the task before us is to extend the principles of the kingdom into the social order of every nation, into every family, and neighborhood! We are called by God to disciple nations! 

God Bless You!!!
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