Lesson – 10 (Qtr. 1, 2016)                   March 5, 2016                        Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 10 Paul and the Rebellion
Read for your study: - Rom. 5:12-21, 1 Cor. 3:12-17, 1 Cor. 12:14-26, Eph. 6:11-17, 1 Cor. 15:12-18.
Memory Text: - "When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 'Death has been swallowed up in victory'" (1 Corinthians 15:54, NIV).
Introduction: - Any average person if asked to describe what the devil looks like, would certainly say that he is dressed in red, has horns and a tail or he looks like some scary fictional movie character. This may lead many to believe that the devil is a fictional character and many will be unsuspecting when he appears as an angel of light. 
This kind of fictions has already given rise to the much watched TV program “Lucifer,” a fallen angel, who has become dissatisfied with his life in hell and has come to Los Angeles to indulge in his favorite things (women, wine, night clubs and music). 
Satan is real and so are his evil activities. He’s mean, he’s cunning, he’s deceitful, and he wants your life. Paul understood this and didn’t leave us trembling before Satan. He warned of his schemes in numerous places in his writings in (Eph. 6:11), of his powerful deceptions (2 Cor. 11:14), and of his supernatural powers (2 Thess. 2:9). 
This lesson will look primarily at the writings of Paul and see what he told us of prime importance about the great controversy theme and what Jesus has done for us. Let us dive into our lesson and learn! 

Adam and Jesus: - The Controversy on Earth began with Adam’s sin. The second Adam (Jesus) came to redeem us from the first Adam’s mistake.
The plan of salvation involves the whole universe. Ephesians 1:8-10 (NIV) “that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, to be put into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment—to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even Christ.

Ephesians 3:9-10 (NIV): “And to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
In Romans 5:1-11, Paul explained the result of the second Adam’s work.

In Romans 5:15-20, he compared the work of both Adams.

ADAM: Many died (v.15); the judgment came for condemnation (v.16); death reigned (v.17); condemnation came to all men (v.18); many were made sinners (v.19); sin abounded (v.20). 
JESUS: God’s grace and the gift abounded (v.15); the gift came for justification (v.16); those who receive Him will reign in life (v.17); justification of life came to all men (v.18); many will be made righteous (v.19); grace abounded even more (v.20).
The Church “Building”: - The Church as a building (1 Corinthians 6:6-15).

It’s like farming. Someone sows the seed (preaches the Gospel), other waters it (teaches) and God makes it grow (1Co. 3:6).

Once the foundations are laid (Jesus Christ and the Apostles), each person works to build the Church on it (1Co. 3:10-11).

Each one of us will be held accountable before God on how we build (1Co. 3:13-15). If anyone tries to destroy the Church, God will destroy him (1Co. 3:16-17).

The Church as a body (1 Corinthians 12:14-26).  Paul compared the gifts with the function of the various members of our body. There is no human body made of just ears or hands. Functional bodies must have different members with different purposes, and each one must fulfill its role (1Co. 12:12-24). 

The church of Christ, enfeebled and defective as it may be, is the only object on earth on which He bestows His supreme Regard.—Ellen G. White, Melbourne,Australia, December 23, 1892;General ConferenceBulletin, 1893, pp. 408, 409. Read again before the General Conference in session, February 26, 1899; TM 15.1; IHP 284.2. See Matthew 5:13-16.

Paul clearly believed that God is ultimately responsible for the growth and maturity of the church. Different pastors and different church members may serve different roles in that process; but, God is ultimately responsible. (1 Corinthians 3). 

Paul made a very good case by using the human body as an example. Each of us may be given different skills or talents; but, each of us can play a role in the building up of God’s body, the church. A body that consists of nothing but an eye or an ear or a foot would be useless as far as we understand it. (1 Corinthians 12:12-26). 

What important skills do you have that you can use to help build up God’s church? 
Do you recognize skills that others in your church family have that could be useful in building up the church? 
The Armor of God: - Our enemies in the Controversy are powerful: the devil, principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness, spiritual hosts of wickedness (Ephesians 6:12). We need powerful weapons to fight them. 

What are the weapons that Satan uses? He uses lies and deception. It can only be defeated by knowing the truth. Can we defeat him by using our own power? Never! Only by Bible study, prayer, and witnessing can we gain the spiritual weapons from the Holy Spirit which will enable us to overcome Satan. 

“None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict. To every soul will come the searching test: Shall I obey God rather than men? The decisive hour is even now at hand. Are our feet planted on the rock of God’s immutable word? Are we prepared to stand firm in defense of the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus?—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy 593.2. 

Taking up only part of the armor is not enough. We need to take up THE WHOLE armor. After reading the passage in Ephesians 6, do you feel comfortable that you are wearing and using all parts of the Christian’s armor? 
What are the “weapons of our warfare”? See Eph. 6:12-18 

“Waist girded with truth” - The belt of truth is used to hold several of the pieces of armor in place. Jesus spoke frequently about the truth. (John 1:14,17; 4:24; 8:32; 14:6) 
The breastplate of righteousness: The breastplate covers the heart of the soldier. God’s righteousness protects the life of the believer. The breastplate of righteousness that Paul spoke about in Ephesians 6:14–if understood in the context of its Old Testament usage–refers to upholding justice for everyone including the poor, the widows, and the orphans.
The military sandals (Eph. 6:15) represent the gospel of peace, an expression borrowed from Isaiah 52:7.
“Shield of Faith” : We all need protection from Satan’s deceptions; that is the role of the shield of faith. If by faith we have a close relationship with Jesus Christ, we will be protected from the Devil’s deceptions. A counterfeit can only be discovered by knowing the truth.
The helmet of salvation (Eph. 6:17) parallels the crown Jesus shares with us (Rev. 1:6, 2:10). The sword of the Spirit (the Word of God) is our only weapon of self-defense, to be used as Jesus did when tempted by the devil (Matt. 4:4, 7, 10).
“Praying always” - Prayer is not a weapon but rather the spirit in which the armor is to be worn and how the battle is to be fought. We are to be in a continual attitude of communion with God.

How do you understand the role of the sword of the Spirit? Is a sword a weapon of self defense? Or, a weapon for attacking the enemy? Consider how Jesus used Scripture. (Matthew 4:4,7,10) 
The Last Enemy: - Paul spoke about the ultimate enemy–death. He stated plainly that sin pays its wage: death. (Romans 6:23) But, in 1 Corinthians 15:1-18, Paul made it very clear that he believed absolutely in the resurrection of the dead. He said that if Jesus has not been raised from the dead, then our hope is gone. But, he was certain that Jesus did rise from the dead; and thus, we have hope. (1 Thessalonians 4:13-17) 
So our hope is not set in this life but in the eternal life Jesus will give us at His Coming. We believe in a final resurrection of the righteous and ultimately, after the millennium, a resurrection of the wicked. We do not believe that people go directly to heaven, hell, or purgatory at the time of death. Do you look forward to the resurrection? Or, would you prefer to live through the final events of this earth’s history and be translated without tasting death? 
God Bless You!!!
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