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Lesson – 10 (Qtr – 3, 2018) The Third Missionary Journey

Scripture Texts: - Acts 18:24-28; 19; 20:7-12,15-27; 21:1-15; 2 Corinthians 4:8-14.
Introduction:  - Paul’s third missionary journey of thousands of miles was an incredible one. Acts 18:23 – 21:15 covers the entire journey of 4 years between 54 – 58 A.D. The Journey began from Antioch in Syria. Paul did not have Paul or Silas with him. This may have been the last time Paul ever saw Antioch in Syria. Who was with him during that journey of thousands of miles? 
From Antioch in Syria Paul Traveled Over the Country of Galatia and Phyrgia Strengthening the Churches. Acts 18:22-23. From Galatia and Phyrgia Paul Traveled to Ephesus. Acts 18:22- 23. 

Why do you think Ephesus appeared to be a good place for Paul to work and from which to spread the gospel? 
The third missionary journey began as very briefly outlined in Acts 18:23. Fifteen hundred miles traveling through what we would now call Turkey are covered in one sentence. Clearly, the focal point of his third journey was Ephesus. Paul spent more time in Ephesus–approximately three years–than in any other of the cities of Asia Minor or Europe. We do not know exactly how Paul reached out to other areas of Asia Minor. Did Paul travel to those areas himself? Or, did people from those areas who naturally traveled to Ephesus learn from Paul in Ephesus and then carry the message back to their home towns? Did some of Paul’s coworkers spread the gospel to other areas? It is quite likely that Paul or his friend Epaphras started the churches in Colossae, Hierapolis, and Laodicea during that time. (Colossians 4:12-13; 1:7; Philemon 23) Did Silas travel with Paul on this journey? Luke was certainly with him, and Timothy probably was. We know that while still at Ephesus, he sent Titus to Corinth to help solve problems there. (2 Corinthians 2:13; 7:6,13-14)
1. Galatia and Phrygia. Acts 18:23-28.

· Apollos.

· Apollos was a Jew and an eloquent preacher in Ephesus even before Paul arrived. He was also “Mighty in the Scriptures.” Acts 18:25; “Fervent in spirit.” Acts 18:25, “Spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord.” Acts 18:25
· He was a disciple of John the Baptist and he preached that Jesus was the Messiah. Priscilla and Aquila taught him more about the Gospel. Paul would later write, “I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.” 1 Corinthians 3:6
2. Ephesus. Acts 19.

· The disciples of John.

· In Ephesus, Paul met 12 men who were disciples of John the Baptist. 
· When Paul told them about Jesus, they wanted to be baptized in His name. Then, they received the Holy Spirit, spoke in tongues and prophesied. 
· Paul preached in the synagogue for three months. Acts 19:8. He reasoned daily in the school of Tyrannus. Acts 10:9 and  remained in Ephesus for two to three years. All Asia heard the Word. Acts 19:10 
· Ephesus becomes an important work in Paul’s ministry. The “seven churches of Asia” of Revelation 2 and 3 are all located in the general area of Paul’s work during his stay in Ephesus.
· a. Ephesus . . . Rev. 2:1-7 b. Smyrna . . .  Rev. 2:8-11 c. Pergamos . . .Rev 2:13-17 d. Thyatira . . . Rev. 2:18-19 e. Sardis . .  Rev.3:1-6 f. Philadelphia . . .Rev. 3:7-13 g. Laodicea . .  Revelation 3:14-22
· Miracles.

· Were people healed because they touched Paul’s clothes? It sounds like superstition, doesn’t it?
· Paul performed miracles in Ephesus. Acts 19:11-12. 
· The seven sons of Sceva. Acts 19:11-17 . Sceva was a Jew and chief of the priests. Acts 19:14. His  sons, and some “itinerant Jewish exorcists”, endeavored to cast out evil spirits. Acts 19:13 – “. . . We adjure you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches.”  The end result of their efforts was that the man with the evil spirit leaped on them and prevailed. They fled out of the house both wounded and naked. And fear fell on the people and the name of the Lord was magnified. 
· God used methods they could understand because they didn’t fully know the truth.

· They willingly burnt their expensive books on sorcery. That shows that they had rejected superstition and embraced the truth.

· Diana of the Ephesians.

· Paul had received an offering from the churches in Macedonia and Achaia for the church in Jerusalem. He decided to deliver it there himself. 
· That offering showed that the new multicultural churches supported the Jewish Christian community of believers.

· Before Paul left Ephesus, Demetrius tried to keep him quiet by causing a serious quarrel. Demetrius used religion as an excuse to cover his economic motive. Demetrius was the silversmith, maker of shrines of Diana, who caused an uproar. Acts 19:23-41 
3. Macedonia, Archaia and Troas. Acts 20:1-12.
From Ephesus Paul went to Macedonia from whence He Wrote 2 Corinthianss in the Summer of 57 A.D. From Macedonia Paul Traveled to Greece. He stayed in Greece three months. Acts 20:3. The Jews plotted against Paul, so he departed. Acts 20:3 3. Paul related an account of his visit to Greece in 2 Corinthians and Romans. His third visit to Corinth from which:  
1. Paul wrote Galatians in the winter of 67 A.D. 
2. Paul wrote Romans in the spring of 58 A.D. 

3. 2 Corinthians 2:1; 9:3-4; 12:14; 20-21; 13:1-2 
From Greece Paul Returned to Macedonia and to Philippi. 
1. Luke rejoined Paul in Philippi. 
2. Paul preached to the disciples. Acts 20:3-12 
3. Those who accompanying Paul to Asia. Acts 20:4 a. Sopater of Berea b. Aristarchus of Thessalonica c. Secundus of Thessalonica d. Gaius of Derbe e. Timothy f. Tychicus of Asia g. Trophimus of Asia 4. Paul companions. 1 Corinthians 1:1; 16:15-19 a. Sosthenes b. Stephanas c. Fortunatas d. Achaicus. e. Aquila and Priscilla
· Eutychus.

· The day before their departure, they gathered with the church to hold the Lord’s Supper. Eutychus fell asleep, fell three stories from the window and died. Paul brought him back to life by the power of God.

· Some people say that Paul taught that the Gentiles should gather on Sunday, because Luke mentioned they gathered on the first day of the week.

· Nevertheless, that was a special gathering because Paul was departing “the next day,” after having stayed in Troas for seven days.

· Some time before, the Jews had rejected the message and the Gentiles asked Paul to teach them separately from the Jews (Acts 13:42-48). On that occasion, Paul didn’t gather on Sunday but on Saturday. If Paul wanted the Christians to gather on Sunday, he could have done so at the time too.

4. From Assos to Miletus. From Assos to Mitylene (30 miles by land). Acts 20:15 Acts 20:13-38.
· Meeting the elders.

· Paul was worried about what could happen in Jerusalem, so he wanted to meet with the elders of Ephesus. He was afraid he wouldn’t see them again. 
· Paul called for the elders from Ephesus to meet with him at Miletus. Acts 20:17-28 1. It had been approximately four years since Paul had established the work in Ephesus. 
· 2. Paul addressed the Ephesian elders at Miletus. a. Review his efforts among them. Acts 20:18-21 b. Revealed his immediate plans to them. Acts 20:22-24 c. Related the sad news that they would see his face no more. Acts 20:25 d. Reiterated that he was “pure from the blood of all men.” Acts 20:26 e. Admonished them to teach the church properly Acts 20:28 – “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.” f. Paul warned against false teachers from both within and without the church. Acts 20:29-31 – “For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock.
5. From Kos to Tyre and Caesarea. Acts 21:1-14. This is Paul’s third visit to Caesarea since becoming a Christian. 
a. The 1st visit – His journey from Jerusalem to Tarsus. Acts 9:30 
b. The 2nd visit – On his return at the close of the 2nd missionary journey. 
c. The 3rd visit – The present visit in the home of Philip the evangelist. 
d. The 4th visit – Will be as a prisoner when taken from Jerusalem due to the conspiracy of the 40 or so Jews planning to take his life. Acts 23:12-33
Paul visited in the home of Philip the evangelist. 
a. Philip was one of the seven chosen in Jerusalem. Acts 6:5 
b. This same Philip had preached in Samaria and was called away to teach the Eithopian Eunuch. Therefore, Philip had a part in two of the ten cases of conversion recorded in the Book of Acts. 
1. The Samaritans. Acts 8:4-12 
2. The Eithopian Eunuch. Acts 8:26-39 
· The warning of the Holy Spirit.
· Agabus came from Judea and demonstrated that Paul would be bound if he went to Jerusalem. 
· He tied his own hands and feet together with Paul’s belt. He explained that the Jews would tie the belt’s owner and then hand him over to the Gentiles.

· Paul believed that the Gospel and the unity of the Church were more important than his own personal safety and interests. 
· a. Luke and the brethren tried to persuade Paul not to continue on to Jerusalem. Acts 21:12 – “Now when we heard these things, both we and those from that place pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem.” 
· b. Paul’s response. Acts 21:13 – “Paul answered, ‘What do you mean by weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus.’” 
· c. The brethren’s conclusion. Acts 21:14 – “So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, saying, ‘The will of the Lord be done.’”
· NOTE: During his third missionary journey, lasting some four years years, Paul had traveled some 2,505 miles, of which, 1,190 were by sea and some 1,325 were by land. 
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