Lesson – 10                                    March 9, 2013                             Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 10 Stewardship and the Environment
Read for your Study:  Psalm 8, Gen. 2:15, Rev. 4:11, Exod. 20:8-11, 1 Cor. 3:16.
Memory Text: “God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” Genesis 1:28
Introduction: Through the past few lessons we have been learning about the creative works of God. We have learnt how He made the heavens and the earth and then rested on the seventh day. (Genesis 2:1-2)
There was once a time when the earth, the creatures, and the natural resources were seen by the Creator as being good. (Genesis 1:31) It was a perfect testimony of the wisdom and the handiworks of the Creator. Adam and Eve enjoyed the comfort and the beauty of the Garden of Eden. They were in a perfect environment of life at its best! They were given dominion over everything. 
Today, we live on the same planet, but it seems that all is not good. Mankind has lost the real meaning of ‘dominion ship’.  The evidence is everywhere in our environment. What went wrong? What comes first in ‘dominion’ which God gave humans, rulership or nurture as Dr. Gordon Christo put it in his blog? Let us dive into our study and learn!
Dominion Given at Creation: 
God placed man in the Garden of Eden for a purpose. He was to have dominion over the birds and the animals of the earth. In Genesis 2:15 it says that ‘The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.’ The KJV says, ‘to tend’ and ‘keep it’. 
Tend (Hebrew‘abad) means "to work or serve," and thus referring to the ground or a garden, it can be defined as "to till or cultivate." It possesses the nuance seen in the KJV's choice in its translation: "dress," implying adornment, embellishment and improvement.
Keep (Hebrew shamar) means "to exercise great care over." In the context of Genesis 2:15, it expresses God's wish that mankind, in the person of Adam, "take care of," "guard" or "watch over" the garden. A caretaker maintains and protects his charge so that he can return it to its owner in as good or better condition than when he received it. 
The author says that according to Genesis 2:19 one of Adam’s earliest tasks was to name the animals. Names had great significance in biblical times. One’s name represented one’s status. The authority to give names to the birds and beasts was confirmation of Adam’s status as ruler over the animals. And it was a gift of love from the Creator. 
Caring for Other Creatures: The Scriptures teach that the curse of sin was placed upon man and the creation as a result of man's disobedience to God. Paul writes in his letter to the Romans 
“We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time.” (Romans 8:22). But those who have confessed their sin and acknowledged their need of the Savior have a blessed hope that transcends the groaning and deterioration of the environment. 
However, this hope does not justify a disregard for the environment and the natural resources of the earth. In fact, the Scriptures clearly emphasize certain principles concerning the responsibility of Christians as stewards of the environment. Certainly, the focus of the Bible is not upon natural resource preservation, but upon the preservation of the souls of men and women.
A similar command was given to Noah after the flood. Genesis 9:1-2, says, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. The fear and dread of you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; they are given into your hands.’
Once again God gives man dominion over all other life on the earth, and with this renewed authority comes the implicit responsibility to tend and keep what was explicitly given to Adam. In this post-Flood world, God gives mankind a second chance to use and preserve the resources He had so abundantly provided. God has allowed the creation to be subjected to the futility of sinful mankind, but He loves the creation.
All creatures and all natural resources belong to the Creator God (Exodus 19:5, Psalm 24:1). The divine Owner delegated to man the responsibility to be a steward of the natural order of creation. That is, man was called to subdue and rule over the earth (Genesis 1:28) while being careful "to dress it" (serve it) and "keep it" (preserve it) (Genesis 2:15).
Questions: Whom can we expect to take best care of other creatures or nature and why – an atheist, a Creationist, a Christian evolutionist, a Buddhist, a Jain?

The Sabbath and the Environment:  Most people would be hard-pressed to think of any biblical laws that are "environmentally friendly." But God has been and is way ahead of them! His Word teaches the proper balance between man and nature, frequently tipping the scales toward the environment. Our Creator is also the Sustainer of the universe. Who knows any better than He how the billions of living and nonliving parts of His creation work together?
The book of Leviticus contains the bulk of the environmentally friendly passages, showing God's attitude toward the land and the plants and animals that inhabit it. All of these laws provide specific examples to expand the "tend and keep" principle He gave to Adam. 

In Leviticus 25:2-5, God outlines a vital provision for the land, particularly cultivated lands: “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter the land I am going to give you, the land itself must observe a Sabbath to the LORD. For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops. But in the seventh year the land is to have a Sabbath of rest, a Sabbath to the LORD. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The land is to have a year of rest.” 

The land Sabbath gives cultivated fields a chance both to rest and return vital nutrients to the soil, allowing it to produce bountifully for an indefinite time. This law enhances the quality of the produce, which leads to healthier people and livestock. In this way, everybody benefits!
Exodus 21:33-34 attempts to protect animals from human-produced hazards: “If a man uncovers a pit or digs one and fails to cover it and an ox or a donkey falls into it, the owner of the pit must pay for the loss; he must pay its owner, and the dead animal will be his.” 
As Creator, God knows that the intelligence level of these beasts is not so high that they can avoid pitfalls beyond what He has "programmed" into their instinct. This law, then pressures men to take precautions around animals for their sake. 

Solomon adds as a general admonition, “A righteous man regards the life of his animal, but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel" (Proverbs 12:10). 

A statement on the Environment sums up all saying, “God set aside the seventh-day Sabbath as a memorial and perpetual reminder of His creative act and establishment of the world. In resting on that day, Seventh-day Adventists reinforce the special sense of relationship with the Creator and His creation. Sabbath observance underscores the importance of our integration with the total environment.”-Excerpted from “Caring for Creation—A Statement on the Environment.”
Sabbath should teach us that we are, indeed, stewards, and that stewardship entails responsibilities, says the author. And, as we can see in the commandment itself, responsibility extends to how we treat those who are “under” us. 

Stewards of our Health: Proper care of our health is very important part of our relationship to God. Apostle Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20 that we should even respect our bodies because they are temples for the Holy Spirit. 

Ellen White suggests that what happens in our bodies affects our minds. Since our minds are the only instruments God has given us for thinking about Him, we need to do our utmost to care for our minds in every way possible. She writes, “Let none who profess godliness regard with indifference the health of the body, and flatter themselves that intemperance is no sin, and will not affect their spirituality. A close sympathy exists between the physical and the moral nature. The standard of virtue is elevated or degraded by the physical habits. . . . Any habit which does not promote healthful action in the human system degrades the higher and nobler faculties.—Ellen G. White, Review and Herald, Jan. 25, 1881.
Question: Is it our sacred responsibility to care for our body? 
Stewardship Principles: 

“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows” (James 1:17, NIV). 
Question: Having recognized that every good gift comes from God, what should be our attitude toward stewardship?
We often tend to think of stewardship in terms of money. However, stewardship is more than this. 
In Matthew 25: 14-30 we have a parable that illustrates a message of stewardship in general. In this parable, not only does Christ expect faithfulness in duty and preparedness even through a long delay, but He also expects an improvement upon what He initially bestowed. More than that, He expects improvement from bestowal to the day of reckoning. 
In this parable Jesus also illustrates the varying levels of responsibility and the differing amounts of gifts. In the parable, the gifts are given according to natural ability, but all who increase equally are rewarded equally. Their trading of the talents signifies the faithful use that one should make of gifts and opportunities of service to God.
God clearly shows that the greater the capacity, the greater the responsibility. But we also find that though there is equality in opportunity, there are differences in talent. 

With God's gifts it is the same. It is not how much talent one has, but how one uses it that is important to God. It is not how many gifts that God gives to a person, it is what one does with them.
Question: So, what should be the guiding principle in our lives?
Ellen White sums up saying, “Christ’s followers have been redeemed for service. Our Lord teaches that the true object of life is ministry. Christ Himself was a worker, and to all His followers He gives the law of service–service to God and to their fellow men. Here Christ has presented to the world a higher conception of life than they had ever known. By living to minister for others, man is brought into connection with Christ. The law of service becomes the connecting link which binds us to God and to our fellow men”.—Ellen G, White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 326.
God Bless You!!!
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