Lesson – 10                                    November 28, 2015                               Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 10 The Destruction of Jerusalem 
Read for your study: - Ezekiel 8:1-18, Rom. 1:22-25, Jer. 37:1-10, Jer. 38:1-6,Jer. 29:1-14, Dan. 9:2.

Memory Text: - Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper (Jeremiah 29:7, NIV). 
Introduction: - On July 10, 586 B.C. the Babylonian forces of Nebuchadnezzar broke through the northern wall of Jerusalem and seized the city and the Temple, and the Jews were forced into exile in Babylonia. Zedekiah was forced to watch his sons be executed before his eyes were gouged out. He was given bronze shackles and led 700 miles to Babylon, the land of idolatry where he died in prison. 
Daniel and his friends and many others had been taken into Babylonian captivity in 605 B.C. at the time of Nebuchadnezzar’s first conquest of Judah. Ezekiel and most of the population of Judah were exiled to Babylon in 598-597 B.C. The final destruction of Jerusalem occurred after a siege by Nebuchadnezzar lasting about two and one-half years, and the wall of Jerusalem was breached in 586 B.C. and the city completely destroyed. 

Giving a brief description of the siege of Jerusalem, Ellen G. White writes, “Within a few short years the king of Babylon was to be used as the instrument of God’s wrath upon impenitent Judah. Again and again Jerusalem was to be invested [surrounded] and entered by the besieging armies of Nebuchadnezzar. Company after company–at first a few only, but later on thousands and tens of thousands–were to be taken captive to the land of Shinar [Babylon], there to dwell in enforced exile. Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, Zedekiah–all these Jewish kings were in turn to become vassals of the Babylonian ruler, and all in turn were to rebel. Severer and yet more severe chastisements were to be inflicted upon the rebellious nation, until at last the entire land was to become a desolation, Jerusalem was to be laid waste and burned with fire, the temple that Solomon had built was to be destroyed, and the kingdom of Judah was to fall, never again to occupy its former position among the nations of earth.—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, pp. 422.2-423.0. 
In this week’s lesson we will discuss the final events that led to the total destruction of Jerusalem. During this time, Daniel was in Babylon, Ezekiel was in an area near the Chebar River in Babylonia, and Jeremiah was in Jerusalem, witnessing the city’s fate as it was being besieged. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 
Weeping for Tammuz: - Often we may have felt alone and we may have longed for a word of encouragement from God, or from someone very close to us. Jeremiah may have felt very much the same. So, God raised up Ezekiel, a contemporary, among His captive people, in order to comfort and to warn them. He raised Ezekiel to support and confirm His word He had been saying through Jeremiah. He was to tell the people of the oncoming destruction of Jerusalem. 

What were the events that led up to that final destruction? Ezekiel 8 narrates a vision in which he was shown groups of people hiding away within the temple premises, worshiping idols, snakes, and unclean animals; and he was even shown people in the courtyard bowing toward the east, worshiping the sun. There was a group of women weeping over the death of the “god” Tammuz who was believed to die each year in the autumn as the vegetation died and was thought to come back to life the next year in the spring. That was a fertility cult ceremony from Babylonia being carried out inside the premises of Solomon’s Temple. 

What was God supposed to do with people who had forgotten Him and were behaving like that? What had happened to their thinking? God allowed the destruction of Jerusalem because of the refusal to repent and turn away from their sin and apostasy. 
Paul expresses a similar experience of those who worshiped the creation rather than the Creator in Romans 1:22-25 saying, “Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools  and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another. They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 
The Unhappy Reign of King Zedekiah: - Zedekiah, the last of the sons of Josiah to rule in Jerusalem and the last king on the throne of Judah before its destruction by the Babylonians, was placed on the throne by Nebuchadnezzar in 598/597 B.C. His name means “righteousness of Yahweh.” In the beginning, he was willing to listen to the instruction from God; but, later he changed his attitude.

When Nebuchadnezzar surrounded Jerusalem at the beginning of that final siege, the Egyptian army started marching north, and Nebuchadnezzar’s army temporarily abandoned Jerusalem to face the Egyptians. Zedekiah mistakenly believed that things were going to be better. But, Jeremiah pleaded with Zedekiah to recognize that Babylon was coming back. (See Ezekiel 17:15-18.) Babylon almost annihilated the Egyptians in the Battle of Carchemish in 605 B.C. and then returned to siege Jerusalem. 

Jeremiah continued to plead with the people to surrender to the Babylonians and remain faithful to Nebuchadnezzar but Zedekiah ignored the warnings of Jeremiah and made a military alliance with the Egyptians instead. The conditions became so severe that people began to eat their own children for survival. Jeremiah kept giving his messages to give up and surrender to the Babylonians. This truth did not please the military leaders and they wanted to kill Jeremiah. He was taken and lowered into a more or less dry well in the courtyard of the palace to die. 
Jeremiah 38:7-13 narrates an account of Jeremiah’s deliverance. Ebedmelech, the Ethiopian eunuch, who worked in the royal palace heard what had happened to Jeremiah and appealed to King Zedekiah. He was permitted to take thirty men with him to go and pull Jeremiah out of the well. After that, Jeremiah was kept in the courtyard under the auspices of Zedekiah in a kind of house arrest, charged for seeking to hurt the people! Daily, he was provided at least a small amount of food. 
Have you ever been charged against the very ones you are trying to help? Would you accuse God’s messenger for advocating wrong message if the messages don’t please you? Could God’s modern church ever be guilty of doing anything like that?
The seventy Years: - When king Zedekiah and his fighting men knew that the Egyptians failed to prevent the Babylonians from Jerusalem’s defeat, they managed to slip out of the city during the night. Making their way cautiously through the line of surrounding forts, they hurried off to the east toward the Jordan Valley.
Word of their escape soon reached the Babylonians, and a detachment was sent in pursuit. On the plain of Jericho, Zedekiah was captured, having been almost completely forsaken by his officers and men. Nebuchadnezzar had taken up residence in the town of Riblah, north of Damascus, and this last king of Judah was dragged there in fetters, tried and condemned. One by one his sons were brought in and slain in his presence. His eyes were blinded; in chains he was led off to Babylon and there thrown into prison for the rest of his days.
King Zedekiah fled with his army through the Dung Gate in order to reach the Arabah and the safety of the Jordan Valley, but he was overtaken and captured "in the plains of Jericho" and a terrible punishment followed before he was led captive to Babylon. And Jerusalem was destroyed! 

Though Jerusalem was destroyed and the people of Judah taken to Babylon as prisoners for “seventy years”, yet the Lord gave them words of hope in Jeremiah 29:10 saying, “This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place.” 
Everything the Lord had said would happen had happened, so, they had every reason to trust that He would fulfill this prophecy as well. ‘Despite the appearances, despite the terrible calamity that befell them, they could know that all was not lost, and the Lord had not left them. They were still the covenant people, and the Lord wasn't through with them or the nation of Israel. Redemption was available there for all of those ready to meet the conditions.’ (Adult Sabbath School, Thursday portion.) 

Unfortunately, for whatever reasons, most Jews settled down so comfortably in Babylonia and later in Persia that they never returned to Jerusalem. 

Was Jeremiah’s message God’s way of sifting out those who were truly faithful to Him and leaving the others behind? What do you think is going to happen in our day in the time of the shaking? Will the remnant spoken of in Revelation include most of the members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church? 

Do you think the wickedness in Jerusalem in Jeremiah’s day was worse than the wickedness in which we live in 2015? What would you do if you were alive at that time? 
“We are in continual danger of getting above the simplicity of the gospel. There is an intense desire on the part of many to startle the world with something original, that shall lift the people into a state of spiritual ecstasy, and change the present order of experience. There is certainly great need of a change in the present order of experience; for the sacredness of present truth is not realized as it should be, but the change we need is a change of heart, and can only be obtained by seeking God individually for His blessing, by pleading with Him for His power, by fervently praying that His grace may come upon us, and that our characters may be transformed. This is the change we need today, and for the attainment of this experience we should exercise persevering energy and manifest heartfelt earnestness. We should ask with true sincerity, 'What shall I do to be saved?' We should know just what steps we are taking heavenward.-Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, Book One, pp. 187, 188.
God Bless You!!!
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