Lesson – 10                                       December 8, 2012                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 10 The Law and The Grace
Read for your Study:  Ps. 19:7-8; Exod. 23:1-9; 1 John 5:3; Rom. 3:19-20; Exod. 20:11-12;  Deut. 5:15.
Memory Text: We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. Whoever says, “I know him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 1 John 2:3-4 NIV
Introduction: The grace of God and its relationship to His Law is one of the most debatable and misunderstood topics in the Bible. Many Christians today have been taught and firmly believe that God's grace is the opposite of the Law. They believe that God's grace alone is enough for a believer. In fact, some "ministers" go so far as to state that anyone who seeks to obey God's Law has rejected the salvation found in the Messiah. In this distorted view of Christianity, obedience to the Law is attacked and declared to be "legalism." 
Law and grace work together as a team in bringing salvation in Jesus Christ. Law brings conviction of sin and shows our need for a Savior and His Grace as the lifeline extended to us from Jesus Christ through whom we receive forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

A former homiletics teacher, also an avid skier, conveyed to his class an analogy of the Ten Commandments as the boundary markers along the ski trail. Every year, when contemplating the boundary markers, he reflected that only an idiot would ski as close to the edge as he could. Yet this describes many practices of the scribes and Pharisees whose motto could have been, "How close can we get to the edge without going over?" We could refer to this practice as brinkmanship (pushing a situation to the limit to force a desired result) or marginalism (taking an extreme position on an issue).
How do we understand the law and its relationship to the gospel? Why do we need to keep the law if we are under grace? Do we also go by the same motto as Pharisees asking, “How close can we get to the edge without going over? This week’s lesson focuses on the nature of the law, its purpose and its relationship to God’s saving grace. Let us dive into our study and learn!
God’s Laws and Regulations: 

The function of law within a nation is not to grant citizenship, but to guide the behavior of the citizens and define what is acceptable conduct to ensure peace and order. Likewise, keeping the laws of the Kingdom of God will not guarantee full entrance, as that is not the purpose of God's law. God's law provides a guide for conduct and a definition of acceptable behavior toward the goal of living eternally. It is the way that the citizens of His Kingdom should conduct themselves so that same quality of life is possible for everyone.
Question: What did Jesus Christ establish to be taught in the churches? What He taught in  the New Testament era - is not at all contradictory or fundamentally different from what the Old Testament teaches. His message is complementary, completing the teaching of the Old Testament, and finishing God's revelation to mankind. Jesus said, “Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to fulfill" (Matthew 5:17). 

What Moses taught in the law is the law of the Kingdom of God. It cannot be separated from the gospel of the Kingdom of God that Jesus brought because the Kingdom of God needs law to function. God's Kingdom is real and is designed to function through law and, of course, grace, as they work together. 
Many claim that God’s law was abolished by Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. They think that mankind is no longer burdened by the strict requirements of that “harsh law” that stands in their way of freedom—of “having a good time.” But the Apostle Paul wrote, in Romans 7:7, “What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. No, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, You shall not covet.” However, it is not the law that is at fault, but sin. On our own, we cannot discover God’s perfect law. God has to reveal and teach it to us. 
Question: How did the leaders of the New Testament Church view the laws of God? 
Paul wrote, “Wherefore the law is holy and the commandment holy, and just, and good” (Rom. 7:12). The Apostle John wrote, “For this is the love of God that we keep His commandments and His commandments are not grievous” (I John 5:3). And Christ summed up the matter, saying, “…if you will enter into life, keep the commandments” (Matt. 19:17). Jesus did not destroy the Ten Commandments, He molded them into a new covenant (new commandments) having the same moral values as the old, but now personalized, written on our hearts expanded and empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit.
The Moral Law Today: 
God, through His Prophets, has always spoken against forsaking His Law, as He is doing again today. Through Malachi He declared, “Remember ye the law of Moses my servant, which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments.” – Malachi 4:4 

Paul tells us in Romans 3:23 that ‘all have sinned’ and have transgressed God’s Law. But we have been sanctified by the blood of Jesus Christ. 

God's law is the primary vehicle He uses to reveal His nature; it defines how He lives. If we want to be in His Kingdom and live as He does, we must obey His law, but obeying God's law in no way minimizes grace. God revealed Himself to Israel first as Redeemer and then as Lawgiver. He freed His people from their slavery in Egypt before He gave them the standard of His law. Grace precedes law. God gives grace first, but He does not leave His people ignorant of the life that pleases Him, which is revealed in His law. Thus, Jesus said, ‘If you love me, keep my commandments.” 

God calls and then through His goodness leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4). I John 1:9 add, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." 
The Law and the Gospel: 
In Romans 6:14 Paul tells us that “…we are not under the law but under grace.” What does it mean to be "under the law"? "Sin is the transgression of the law" (I John 3:4, KJV) Once the knowledge of the law comes, there is no excuse, and the law condemns all who break it to eternal death. Paul personifies the law as the instrument that points the finger of condemnation at each of us: "I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived and I died" (Romans 7:9). Therefore, to be "under the law" means to be "under the condemnation of the law." 
In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Paul is paraphrasing what Jesus said: “Obey the laws of God. Don't steal. Don't lust. Don't covet. Don't be a drunkard -because you are justified."Paul gives justification as the very reason they should obey the law of God-because they had been justified. He says, "Choose life because you have been justified." Justification is given as the reason - indeed, the obligation- for voluntarily choosing life, for choosing not to sin. 

The grace of God obligates us to keep the law, for it creates in the sinner a need for the grace. To say that grace is simply "a gift" is to fall short of exhausting its meaning. In fact, the English word "grace" is not even derived from charis, the Greek word used in the Bible. Instead, it comes from the Latin gratia, which in turn comes from gratus, meaning "beloved" or "pleasing."Grace, according Webster's New World Dictionary closely follows the Latin definition. It means "beauty or charm of form, composition, movement or expression; an attractive quality, feature or manner; goodwill, favor." 
Christ's death on the Cross thus becomes the instrument which enables God to give us grace. But do not be misled into thinking that grace is without cost. It could easily be the most expensive gift you will ever receive. Not only did grace cost the life of Jesus of Nazareth, but it also costs us our lives if we are to receive it! 
Grace, in actuality, reaches into every aspect of the salvation process, and everything -everything- is given. All we do is respond to God's gifts. Grace denotes God's benevolence in giving of Himself in some way to bring about our salvation. On the other hand, the law was never designed to be a means of salvation, says the author. Through the working of the Holy Spirit, the law creates in the sinner a need for the grace (gospel) of Christ. 

The Sabbath and the Law: Most Christians agree that nine of the Ten Commandments seem reasonable and logical. It is only the Sabbath commandment which seems to them to be ceremonial and no longer necessary. 

Question: Are they saying, “How can we afford to give a whole day to God?”

The Adventists have spent a lot of energy focusing on the fact that the seventh-day Sabbath is God’s only holy day. That is suggested by many verses in the Bible, starting with Genesis 1&2. The Sabbath commandment in Exodus makes it very clear. (Exodus 20:9-11) But, it is interesting to notice that when the Sabbath commandment was repeated in Deuteronomy 5:15, a different reason for keeping the Sabbath is stated. In Exodus we are instructed to keep the Sabbath because God created us. In Deuteronomy the children of Israel were instructed to keep the Sabbath as a reminder of the fact that God redeemed them from Egyptian bondage. He created them, (Exodus 20:11) and He gave them freedom or “recreated” them as humans instead of slaves (Deuteronomy 5:15) 24. So, what is the main purpose of the Sabbath? God calls it a sign between us and Him that we belong to Him. (Exodus 31:13) In many places the Sabbath is described as a rest. But, as we look in the New Testament, we find that Jesus was frequently in conflict with the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem over Sabbath keeping. (John 5 & 9, for example) Why was it that so often what is recorded about what Jesus did involved Sabbath keeping and keeping it in a way other than what the Pharisees did? And when He was crucified on Friday evening, He chose to rest in the grave over the Sabbath to add additional meaning to the Sabbath. Thus, the Sabbath is intended to remind us of all that God has done for us in the plan of salvation. But, that is not all. In Isaiah 66:23 we are told that we will continue to keep the Sabbath in heaven and in the new earth. 
Douglas K. Stuart points out that “The Sabbath is not portrayed as a day of recuperation from those too weak to keep working day after day without rest. It is portrayed rather as a stoppage good for everyone, for the purpose of refocusing on holiness (all concerns that stem from belonging to God, which is what holiness is) in order to enjoy God’s blessings of that day and its potential.” - Douglas K. Stuart, The New American Commentary, Exodus, vol. 2 (Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2006), p. 460.
The Sabbath and the Gospel: In our study based on the two texts Exodus 20:11-12 and Deuteronomy 5:15, we see that the Sabbath points us towards two important themes in the Bible: Creation and Redemption. The author rightly points out that ‘God is not only our Creator, He is also our Redeemer; and both these important spiritual truths are brought home to us every week, every seventh day, as we rest on the Sabbath, “according to the commandment” (Luke 23:56, NKJV).
Question: How is our Sabbath observance in relation to our God and His Salvation offered to us? 
God Bless You!!!
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