Lesson – 10                                        December 6, 2014                             Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 10 Weep and Howl
Read for your study: - James 5:1-6; Ps. 73:3-19; 1 Sam. 25: 2-11; Lev. 19:13; Luke 16:19-31; Matt. 5:39 
Memory Text: - “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:21
Introduction: - Compared to many people in the world, we are indeed blessed; in fact, in comparison with most people who live now and who have lived in the past, we are VERY RICH! Now, it is important to stress that God does not condemn the rich for being rich. Some of the godliest people in the Bible were rich such as Job, Abraham, Joseph, David, Solomon, Barnabas, Philemon and Lydia. However, Christ does speak of the difficulty of the rich being saved Mt 19:23-26. And there are times when God is very angry at the rich. 
As we consider this week’s lesson more carefully, we shall do so by trying to answer four questions: 
· Who is James addressing in this passage in Chapter 5? 
· What is in store for these rich people? 
· Why is God so angry at them? 
· What applications can we draw from this passage?
Let us dive into our study and learn! 
Question: - Who is James addressing in this passage? Are they Christians? Are these rich Christians who had been guilty of oppressing their brethren? 

First, possibly, but unlikely for several reasons that they are not addressed as "brethren" as is often done in this epistle - James 1:2,19; 2:1,14; 3:1,10; 4:11. 
There is no call to repentance in this passage as there is throughout this epistle in those passages in which it is clear brethren are being addressed. Here there is only condemnation! The brethren are not addressed until verse 7, in which they are told to be patient in light of what has just been said. 
Secondly, more likely, those addressed are rich unbelievers who had been oppressing the Christians – James 2:6. This tirade of judgment upon them appears to serve the purpose of comforting the brethren who were being oppressed by them - James 5:7 
The Lord has heard their cries - James 5:4. Judgment is coming upon these rich oppressors. Justice will be done. Therefore the Christians are told to be patient. But even if this passage does not have direct reference to rich Christians, there are still things to which we should give careful heed. And so, we can ask:  
WHAT IS IN STORE FOR THESE RICH OPPRESSORS? 

A. MISERIES THAT WILL CAUSE THEM TO "WEEP AND HOWL"! (1-3)
So certain are these miseries to come, that James speaks of them already occurring!

· Riches are corrupted

· Garments are moth-eaten

· Gold and silver are corroded

When this "corrosion" of their riches occurs...

· It will serve as a witness against them (that they were guilty of the things to be mentioned shortly

· It will eat their flesh like fire

The anguish and misery of poverty usually affects the hardest those who were once rich! Thus, when poverty strikes, it will make them "weep and howl" as though they were on fire!

B. THE MISERIES SPOKEN HERE MAY HAVE REFERENCE TO WHAT LATER OCCURRED! In the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., not long after this epistle was written, Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans.  Many of the rich Jews who had oppressed their Christian brethren literally "wept and howled". What they had failed to realize was that they had heaped up treasure "in the last days" (James 5:3)
Like the man in the parable of the rich fool (Lk 12:16-21), they thought they were laying up riches for their latter days. When in fact, it was the "last days" of the Jewish economy when they were so busy storing up wealth! Like some today, who store up for retirement and then die before they retire!
The miseries that came upon these rich people were terrible indeed (as described by Flavius Josephus, an eyewitness of the destruction of Jerusalem). Even if it did not come in the destruction of Jerusalem, it certainly came upon them when they died, as it did upon the rich man in the story of the rich man and Lazarus (Lk 16:19-31)! This leads us to our third question: 
C.  WHY IS GOD SO ANGRY AT THESE RICH PEOPLE? 

A. BECAUSE OF HOW THEY GOT THEIR WEALTH! 

· It was through wicked means – Verse 4. Specifically, by withholding wages from those who had worked for them. Just as some people today get rich through dishonest schemes or unjust labor practices!

B. BECAUSE OF HOW THEY USED THEIR WEALTH! 

· They hoarded their wealth – 3. 

· They spent it on themselves with pleasures and luxury – 5 (fattening themselves like cows for the slaughter!) 

· They used the power that comes with wealth to oppress "the just" – 6 

Possibly reference to Christ or the Christian whom they also oppressed. The manner in which they got their wealth and used it caused those who were oppressed to cry out, and the Lord heard their prayers (4).  Now, God who is just is about to bring judgment upon these rich oppressors! Having examined this passage more closely!
D. WHAT APPLICATIONS CAN WE DRAW?
A. WE NEED TO BE CAREFUL HOW WE OBTAIN OUR WEALTH! 
· To do so at the expense of others will bring God's wrath upon us! - Deut 24:14-15.  It is wrong to think that success can only come by stepping on others. 
This might be an appropriate place to add what we learn from Paul in 1Ti 6:9-10. It is not riches that are wrong, but the DESIRE TO BE RICH that is wrought with many dangers! 
Riches are not wrong if they are the BY-PRODUCT of our endeavors, not the GOAL of those endeavors! I.e., one may desire to be a doctor to help the sick, or a plumber because of one's skill or interest in such matters, and receive riches as a by-product because of the value society might place on such services. But to enter such professions solely because one's goal is to get rich thereby, then we are ensnared by the love of money!
Question: - So how do we obtain our wealth? 

· If we do it honestly and in compensation for a job well done, then God is not displeased.

·  But if we do it by hurting others and by making wealth our primary object, then we are in danger of God's wrath! Such was the situation when James wrote that the poor were growing increasingly desperate and the rich more intolerant of the plight of the destitute.
Ellen White writes, “Riches bring with them great responsibilities. To obtain wealth by unjust dealing, by overreaching in trade, by oppressing the widow and the fatherless, or by hoarding up riches and neglecting the wants of the needy, will eventually bring the just retribution described by the inspired apostle: Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you. -Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 2 p. 682.
B. WE NEED TO BE CAREFUL HOW WE USE OUR WEALTH! 

· To spend it on luxurious living when others are suffering is exactly what James has described in this passage. 

· It is an indication of the lack of the love of God - 1John 3:17. According to the New Testament, the purpose of working is not to obtain wealth for our own gratification, but to help those less fortunate! 

· As commanded by Paul - Ephesians 4:28; 1Ti 6:17-19. As exemplified by Paul - Acts 20:34-35
CONCLUSION: - 
James has quite a bit to say about the rich and the poor. It should be kept in mind, though, that James never condemns the rich simply because they are rich. It is their attitudes and actions that matter to God. It is the poor in spirit and rich in faith who will be heirs of the kingdom (Matt. 5:3; James 2:5).  
Living in the country and society in which we do, we have much for which to be thankful! But we also have much of which we need to beware: 

· We live in a society where it is quite easy to become wealthy. 

· We live in a society where covetousness or the desire to be rich is not considered sin. 
· We live in a society where heaping up treasures for our own gratification is considered an inalienable right! It is easy to be influenced by these values!
Perhaps we need to ask ourselves constantly: 

· Are we laying up treasure in heaven, or on earth? Those who lay up treasure in heaven are those who use their wealth to do good and help the poor and less fortunate – (Mt 19:21; 1Ti 6:18-19). 
· Those who lay up treasure on earth are actually storing up for themselves miseries and wrath! 

Consider the following passages: "Money has great value, because it can do great good. In the hands of God's children it is food for the hungry, drink for the thirsty, and clothing for the naked. It is a defense for the oppressed, and a means of help to the sick. But money is of no more value than sand, only as it is put to use in providing for the necessities of life, in blessing others, and advancing the cause of Christ.
"Hoarded wealth is not merely useless, it is a curse. In this life it is a snare to the soul, drawing the affections away from the heavenly treasure. . . .He who realizes that his money is a talent from God will use it economically, and will feel it a duty to save that he may give.-Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 351, 352. 
"Many poor families are poor because they spend their money as soon as they receive it. . . When one becomes involved in debt, he is in one of Satan's nets, which he sets for souls. - Ellen G. White, The Adventist Home, p. 392.
God Bless You!!!
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