Lesson – 11                                    December 14, 2014                        Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 11 Getting Ready for the Harvest
Read for your study: - James 5:7-12; Rom. 13:11; 1 Cor. 3:13; Luke 7:39-50; Col. 4:6

Memory Text: - “You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near.” James 5:8
Introduction: - We have learnt so far in James’ epistle how we are to prepare ourselves for this practical living for Jesus. We do not know when Jesus will return (Matt. 24:36). But in this week’s lesson he bases this on an important event ‘parousia’ as it’s called. James tells us that we are to wait patiently and endure.
The word for “coming”, Parousia in Greek, is also a word used to express the arrival of a king or other dignitary. Consider the extensive preparations that are made when important guests are coming to visit you. James, and other New Testament apostles, were always mindful of the Second Coming and the need to be ready for it even back then. If we’ve ever wondered why they talked about the event being so near, then this week’s study is for us. Let us dive into our study and learn!
Waiting for “Rain”: - We all know that farmers have to depend on the weather for their crops and livelihood. James illustrated this in the story of the farmer who planted seed and then must wait for the early rain and the latter rain to ripen the harvest. 
In Palestine the early rains came in October or November, and the latter rains came in March or April. These rains are mentioned repeatedly in Scripture. (James 5:7; Deut. 11:14; Jeremiah 5:24; 14:22; and Joel 2:23. Compare Hosea 6:1-3; Joel 2:28-29; and Habakkuk 3:17-18.)
“Under the figure of the early and the latter rain, that falls in Eastern lands at seedtime and harvest, the Hebrew prophets foretold the bestowal of spiritual grace in extraordinary measure upon God's church. The outpouring of the Spirit in the days of the apostles was the beginning of the early or former rain, and glorious was the result. . . . But near the close of earth's harvest, a special bestowal of spiritual grace is promised to prepare the church for the coming of the Son of man. This outpouring of the Spirit is likened to the falling of the latter rain; and it is for this added power that Christians are to send their petitions to the Lord of the harvest in the time of the latter rain.-Ellen G. White, Our Father Cares, p. 212.
But, as we wait for the harvest (‘end of the world’Matt.13:39), we must remember that it is impossible to distinguish between the tares and the wheat until the harvest time. (Matthew 13:24-30) How can we be sure that we are among the wheat and not among the tares?
James is forthright in pronouncing the key ingredient needed in our waiting for the Lord’s return. We need patience, the same kind of patience that prophets and martyrs have needed down through the centuries, even before James’ time. 
How Near is “Near”? : - James 5:8 suggests that Christ’s coming is near or perhaps even at hand. Jesus Himself said, “… Repent, for the Kingdom of heaven is at hand” Matt. 4:17. But almost two thousand years have passed and we are still waiting for the Lord to come. 

What does James mean when he suggests Christ’s coming is ‘at hand’?  In Matt. 4:17; 10:7; 24:33 we read about the Kingdom being at hand or near. Matthew is the only Gospel writer who talked about the kingdom of heaven. But, careful reading of these verses teaches us that there are two parts to that kingdom: A present spiritual reality, and a glorious future reality. Thus, until the glorious coming of the Lord takes place, we are advised to “to stay patient and establish our hearts”. James 5:8 
What does James mean when he says to ‘establish our hearts’? The word for establish means to “fix firmly” or to “strengthen”. It means that we are so firmly attached to the Lord that we can’t be moved. It means to be ready at all times. 

Paul describes this type of establishing with a little more description, when he says, “so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.” 1 Thessalonians 3:13 NKJV.  
We need to become settled into the truth (2 Peter 1:12) both intellectually and spiritually while avoiding temptation, enduring trials, and suffering for our faith. (Acts 14:22)
Ellen White writes, “ Just as soon as the people of God are sealed in their foreheads–it is not any seal or mark that can be seen, but a settling into the truth, both intellectually and spiritually, so they cannot be moved–just as soon as God’s people are sealed and prepared for the shaking, it will come. Indeed, it has begun already; the judgments of God are now upon the land, to give us warning, that we may know what is coming.—Ellen G. White, MS 173, 1902; S.D.A. Bible Commentary Vol. 4, p. 1161.6; LDE 219.4; Maranatha 200.2; FLB 287.7; OFC 83.6; 1MR 249.2-250.0; 10MR 252.1.
Grumbling, Groaning, and Growing:- With hearts rooted and established in God’s Word, James goes on to say that we are not to grumble, especially against each other. And not to swear! Both, Jesus and James condemn this distinction between different kinds of oaths. (Matt. 5:33-37; 23:16-22). The most dangerous threats in the history of Israel were those that came within their own ranks and that were within their own hearts. The solution is to refrain from oaths altogether and stand by your word. 
Do we sometimes complain and grumble about what is happening in the church? If we see problems in the church, are we doing anything about them?
Models of Patient Endurance: - In James 5:10-11. James talked about the patience of Job and the prophets of the Old Testament. 
THREE EXAMPLES ARE GIVEN TO ENCOURAGE US TO BE PATIENT: 
· The FARMER:  "Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain." - James 5:7 
· The PROPHETS:  "Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience." - James 5:10
· JOB:  "Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy." - James 5:11
Have you ever thought about the examples of Daniel being thrown into the den of lions (Daniel 6); Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fire (Daniel 3); and Elijah and Elisha whose lives were threatened repeatedly (2 Kings 1). Jeremiah (Jeremiah 33) and Hanani (2 Chronicles 16) were put in prison, Zechariah the son of Jehoiada was stoned (2 Chronicles 24:21-22), and Isaiah was sawn in half (Hebrews 11:37). Are we facing any of those kinds of problems? Are we experiencing or exhibiting patience and endurance in whatever problems we might face?

EACH OF THESE EXAMPLES TEACH US:  
· To place our trust in the Lord, that He will eventually reward us for our trust in Him. 

· To be steadfast, in the meantime, in our service to Him.
Transparent as the Sunlight: - Two things must be remembered about speaking the truth. First, we do not know all the truth, so we must be humble about it. Secondly, the truth should always be spoken in love and with grace for the edification for those who hear.  

As Christians we need to be truthful and transparent for truth’s sake. Transparency is a fancy by-word these days, but it really must be included in our daily life. 
“Everything that Christians do should be as transparent as the sunlight. Truth is of God; deception, in every one of its myriad forms, is of Satan.-Ellen G. White, Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, pp. 66, 68.
Temptations and trials come to all of us. What promises from the Bible and the writings of Ellen G. White have been comforting to you and have helped you to persevere in your faith?  

Ellen G. White admonishes saying, “Trials will come, but go forward. This will strengthen your faith and fit you for service. The records of sacred history are written, not merely that we may read and wonder, but that the same faith which wrought in God's servants of old may work in us.-Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, pp. 174, 175. 
God Bless You!!!
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