Lesson – 11                                          June 16, 2011                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 11 Let the Church Know
Read for your Study: Acts 4:1–31, 21:19–25, 1 Cor. 9:19–23, Num. 13:17–33, Acts 11:1–18.
Memory Text: Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught. (Mark 6:30 NIV)
Introduction: While growing up in the boarding school, it was mandatory for everyone to attend the Sabbath School services. The Sabbath School began with the same format like the one we still follow but there was one thing very special those days known as the Sabbath School Outreach Report which came right after the Mission Story and between the missions offering. I often wondered why this boring report was there but later on I did find it very interesting and encouraging as the reports of how many homes were visited for prayer, how many Voice of Prophecy cards were distributed, how many Bible studies were given, how many studied the Bible lesson each day, and how much money had been raised for Sabbath School Investment and various causes. This reporting began to inspire me to take part in some of these activities that I thought were futile. 
As the time passed by, most of the time, this kind of reporting especially discussions of evangelistic meetings, witnessing, and its results centered on self glory and achievements at times. Nevertheless, in the Church there has been a tradition of sharing stories and activities of mission work through reporting now known as Mission Spotlight. In fact, reporting had been significant during Jesus’ time and with the disciples too as we find that reporting in the book of Acts builds upon the reporting in the Gospels and shows that this important activity of church life has a significant impact upon the success of witnessing and evangelism.
How important is it for you to report your evangelistic activities back to your Sabbath school or church? Why is it important to share our witnessing experiences with the church?  How does reporting of results of witnessing efforts help the church to glorify God? 
This week let us examine how the early evangelists reported to their leaders and to the Church. Let us dive into our study and learn the importance of reporting? 
A Biblical Principle: 
It was customary for Jesus and His disciples to travel on missionary journeys throughout Galilee as the Gospels tell us in Matthew 4:23-25; Mark 1:38,39; Matthew 9:35; Luke 8:1-3; and Luke 9:1-6. As the work progressed and the followers grew, He sent out a group of 70 to teach and preach. Mark 6:30 and Luke 9:10 makes it clear that it was the custom for the disciples to report back to Jesus ‘of the things they had done and what they had taught’. But Jesus takes them aside and tells them to rest a while and did not show any excitement about their work. 
Question: Did they report on the procedures? Was it methodology? Or was it the results? 
What is Jesus interested in: the results of our witnessing or our obedience in following His command on the ‘great commission’? 

 In Acts 4:1-31 Peter and John healed a man at the Gate in the temple. They were arrested and called before the Sanhedrin. The members of the Sanhedrin were not at all happy to hear what they had to say. By contrast, when Peter and John returned to the Christian believers, the believers were very happy to hear what they had to say. As a result, the Holy Spirit descended upon that place, shaking it. 
Question: What should we learn from the fact that when very strongly warned by the Sanhedrin authorities not to speak in the name of Jesus, Peter and John refused and returned to a bigger Christian group, rejoicing that they could speak out in the name of Jesus? 
Does it mean that there will be times when we will have to witness contrary to the rules and regulations of the governing authorities? Read Matt. 5: 11-12
What God Has Done:
Acts 21:19-25 tells us how the church was affected when they heard the missionary reports of the Apostle Paul. There was a mixed reaction among the believers. As Paul related his experience to James and the other elders, they responded with praise to God. However, some were not happy about this report of witnessing to the gentiles. 
Ellen G. White writes, “Many of the Jews who had accepted the gospel still cherished a regard for the ceremonial law and were only too willing to make unwise concessions, hoping thus to gain the confidence of their countrymen, to remove their prejudice, and to win them to faith in Christ as the world’s Redeemer. Paul realized that so long as many of the leading members of the church at Jerusalem should continue to cherish prejudice against him, they would work constantly to counteract his influence. He felt that if by any reasonable concession he could win them to the truth he would remove a great obstacle to the success of the gospel in other places. But he was not authorized of God to concede as much as they asked.”—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 405. 

Question: Do we also struggle with division among us on similar issues or as to how to best reach out to others in ministry? How do we respond to reports of God’s activity in other communities and other parts of the world? 
The Importance of Reporting: 
Throughout Christian history, missionary stories have extremely shaped the theology of the Church.  However, the importance of reporting evangelism and witnessing activities and their results has not always been seen as fruitful and thus importance has been placed upon things in proportion to their perceived value. 
Question: Why is reporting back to the church body so important? 
· Even if we are doing a great work, if we do not report it to others, it will not help to encourage the church to get involved in evangelistic activities.

· It will encourage church members to feel that something is actually happening and being done.

· God’s Holy Spirit will move among the congregation as we make such reports to encourage others to step out and get involved in one way or another.
It seems clear that reporting back to the group leads to other events and results. 1) The report is evaluated in one way or another, 2) Actions are taken, 3) Decisions are made, and 4) Responses are planned. (See Adult Teacher’s Sabbath School Bible Study Guide, page 126)
Reporting and Motivation: 
Speaking of motivation means why one believes or do things. This could also be true of reporting. When we report we may be convinced for a reason or even inspired by the Holy Spirit to be used for God’s work. 

Reporting and motivation is the prompting of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit was indispensable to the work of the early disciples. It was the outpouring of the Spirit that made them vessels in God’s hand used by Him in His work of saving fallen human beings. In Acts, the Spirit is seen filling believers (Acts 2:4), falling on those who repent and are baptized (Acts 15:8), and leading and guiding leaders in the church (vs. 28). These are but a few of the Spirit’s exploits in the book of Acts. 

The beautiful reports of the early believers testified to something new, powerful, and dynamic at work in their lives and the lives of those whom they sought to reach. God was at work in them and through them. And the church grew in number daily. 

Question: What motivates us to do something good? Is all the reporting being done in the church fair and honest? Have you ever heard a slanted or slightly dishonest report from a church leader?
In Numbers 13:17-33 all the twelve men, each one a leader of his own tribe saw and experienced the same reality, but as a group, they could not agree on how that reality should be reported. Only Caleb and Joshua had a positive report against the other ten. 

Question: When we report back, are we more worried about what people will think of God? Or, the church? Or, more worried about what they will think of us?
This is a challenge to all our church leaders, workers and members today as we seem to be bombarded by never-ending “better” ways of outreach. It may seem that we are against all odds and obstacles, but we must also know God’s will like Caleb and Joshua. We have to balance between living by faith, claiming God’s promises, and acting on them. 
Giving Him the Glory: 
As followers of Jesus, we can often find ourselves in life situations that seem too difficult for us to handle. We try doing things on our own and it just doesn’t work out the way it should. God has given us directions on how to live. When we are willing to read the instructions and pattern our lives after them, things go well; because we are doing things God’s way and we want results that work in our lives. 

But those who want God’s results in their lives, persist in doing things His way, can expect criticism. When you are doing what God has put in your heart to do, you can expect some opposition- even from other believers you know and trust. This is especially true when God asks you to do something that goes against the accepted social, cultural or religious standards, as He told Peter to do. Peter testified to the Spirit’s movements in Acts 11:1–18. 

Peter was staying at the house of a tanner. A tanner had to deal with dead animals which was completely against strict Jewish custom and would have resulted in the tanner and those in his household continuously being “unclean.” When Peter was called to go to Cornelius’s house, he knew there would be questions back in Jerusalem. So, he took six witnesses with him! (Acts 11:12; compare Acts 10:23, 45) It should also be noted that Cornelius had already taken a great interest in the Jewish religion and was considered a “follower of the way.” (Acts 10:22, 31) Despite all this, when Peter arrived back in Jerusalem, he was severely criticized. But when the Holy Spirit descended on them, God was glorified! 
Question: In our day, is it our responsibility as individuals to try to reach across cultural and language barriers to other groups in our efforts to evangelize? How do we get people to take the gospel seriously? How do we get them to recognize that a Book that is thousands of years old is still relevant? In what ways do we see similar evidence of God’s work in the world today? 

All of us have been called to go out and witness in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:18-19; 1 Corinthians 9:19-23) If we go forth even in our humble, maybe stumbling, efforts to spread the gospel, we can be sure that God will bless us. 
The story of Peter with Cornelius was one of the great steps forward in getting the church to gradually accept the idea that the gospel was not just for the Jews but for the whole world. Could we get excited about spreading the gospel even in our day?  

Let us glorify God by witnessing for Him! 
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