Lesson – 11                                     December 14, 2013                              Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 11 Our Prophetic Message 
Read for your study: - Revelation 10; Dan. 12:4–9; Revelation 14; Revelation 11:17-18;Revelation 13; Gen. 7:11; Gen. 11:1–9; Jeremiah 50-51.
Memory Text:- “Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—saying with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water’” (Rev.  14:6,7). 
Introduction: - God’s word has a purpose! Isaiah 55:10-11 says, “As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” 
The Chapters of Daniel 7 and 8 are no exception. The visions given in those chapters have a God-given end-time purpose. Daniel did not know the purpose then until the end time because God said in Daniel 12:9 that these words were to be sealed and hidden until the end time. But, in Revelation 10:8-11, we find that there is an open scroll. Are these texts referring to the same scroll? Is there a direct link between the visions of Daniel and the ‘open scroll’ vision of Revelation 10? It seems clear that in “the time of the end,” the scroll of the book of Daniel is to be opened and understood. Let us dive into our study and learn! 
Time of Disappointment: - In Revelation 10 we see a mighty angel standing with a open scroll in his hand, with one foot on the land and one foot on the sea. In verse 4, he told John to seal up and do not write. But in verse 8 and 9 he is asked to go and take the open scroll and ‘eat it’. At the same time John is also revealed the unpleasant experience he will have after eating it. It will be sweet in his mouth but bitter to his stomach. 
It is interesting to note that during the 18th and 19th century, many natural events began to take place. These events such as the Lisbon earthquake in 1755, the founding of the United States in 1776 to 1782, the dark day which occurred in 1780, and then the French Revolution beginning in 1789, followed by the arrest of the pope and his death in 1798, and eventually the falling of the stars in 1833 resulted in lot of people beginning to notice that these events seemed like the events predicted in the Scriptures especially in Matthew 24. 

Many serious Bible students began to look at the Bible to try to determine if they were, in fact, living in the last days. The result was a great religious awakening. In the early days of that awakening, Isaac Newton, the famous scientist, wrote a book giving his understanding of the books of Daniel and Revelation. We also believe that this prophetic description was fulfilled in the Millerite movement of the 1844 which also brought a great disappointment to those who understood that the long-time prophecies in Daniel referred to their time and that Jesus would return then. That was the bitter experience of the book ‘turning sour’ in the stomach.  
After this ‘bitter experience of eating the book and having it turning sour in his stomach, John was told to “prophesy again concerning many peoples, and nations, and tongues and kings” Revelation 10:11. This is the work of all those who live after 1844 and believe in Christ soon return. 
Fear God! - What does it mean to ‘fear God?’ When we think of fear, we associate the word with terror. Webster's Dictionary defines fear as "a feeling of anxiety and agitation produced by the presence or nearness of danger, evil, pain, etc." For many, this would describe the feeling you get when you see a snake, go to the doctor or dentist, or in a time of extreme danger. It is dread of the unknown. Surely, this is not the sensation the writer of Proverbs is referring to.
The Bible uses the word fear in two different ways. Job 28:28 as well as Proverbs 1:7 and 9:10 suggest that to fear God is the beginning of wisdom. Those who are true believers correctly fear God, that is, reverence and respect Him (Rev.11:18). 

To fear God means to honor Him (Rev. 14:7), praise Him (Rev. 19:5), obey Him (Rev. 14:12), and glorify His name (Rev. 15:4). When we truly fear the Lord, we will recognize that He is the Creator and we are the creatures. He is the Master and we are the servants. He is the Father and we are the children. This attitude will manifest itself in our having a respect for God, His word and in our having a desire to do what He tells us to in His Bible. 
Question: - Can we relate this kind of fear to that which a child has for his parents? Yes, if the right kind of fear is present, the child knows that his parents can punish him if there is disobedience, but overriding that fear is the knowledge that disobedience hurts the parents and the child loves and respects his parents and does not want to hurt them. To put it simply, the fear of the Lord is a deep seated reverence for God that causes men to want to please Him at all costs.
Genuine fear of the Lord is always seen in obedience to the Word of God, Pro. 8:13. People who do not walk in line with God's Word do not fear the Lord, regardless of what they profess with their lips. Therefore, when we fear the Lord, there is an element of dread at what His wrath can do, but there is also such a respect for Him and for His will that nothing else matters but doing that which pleases the Lord. Prov. 3:7, "Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil."

Would you describe your life as one lived in the fear of God? Does respect for Him and for His will propel you toward obedience and godliness? 
The Rage of Nations: - In the Biblical times, especially during the times of Daniel and others, the nations had not only raged against each other, but even against God’s people. Prophet Daniel was the one who saw this rage of nations in his visions from God. He not only saw this in his visions and dreams but also was a victim of rage from the very people he associated with, while serving in the king’s court.  
Question: - Why is it that when some people met the witness of the God’s People, they recognized there a way of hope and health, while others simply got threatened and angry? In many parts of the world today, to be recognized as a Jesus Person is to be subject to beatings or imprisonment or to come under the murderous focus of terror. 
This reaction frankly puzzled the first Jesus People – the Christians. They were convinced that they were offering something that was such a gift to the world – the gracious power of God unto salvation. In Acts 4:23, we read: “On their release [from prison], Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God.” Then, using the prayer of King David in Psalm 2:1-2, they asked: “Sovereign Lord… 'Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot” against us? 

History counts many times when those who marched beneath the banner of Jesus stepped more to the drumbeat of self-interest than to the command of Christ. The rage of individuals or nations is sometimes a justified response to the injustice or arrogance of those who are not truly Jesus People. If you and I meet hostility from others regarding our faith, it is almost always good to humbly examine our approach or seek to understand the past experience of others’ better.
There is even larger cause to this rage. Dr. Robert Webber points out that in the twenty-first century, as in the first century, we are locked in a pitched battle over “who gets to narrate the world” – “who gets to tell us the meaning of human existence… the meaning of the world and of human destiny?” This is the battle we are meeting when we read in Acts 5:17 that, seeing how the crowds were being captivated by the Jesus People “the high priest and all his associates… were filled with jealousy… They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail.” This is the struggle we see unfolding in Acts chapter 6 when, after hearing Stephen say that the story of  Israel finds it climax and fulfillment in Jesus, the local leaders became enraged and stoned Stephen to death. 
God saw this kind of rage of the nations and reacted by revealing His power. His final call has gone out through Revelation 14:6-12 reminding the people to turn away from the ways of Babylon and worship the true God. 
Worship the Creator: - What is the role of the Ten Commandments in God’s final end-time message? The central message of the book of Revelation is about worship. It is closely connected with God’s commandments. Ellen White says the final “contest will be between the commandments of God and the commandments of men.”—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 188. God made the ‘heavens and the earth’ in six days. This is the foundation of our worship that we worship our Creator (Revelation 14:7).  It is a command given to us to worship Him as  Creator and to Hallow the Sabbath as He rested on the Sabbath Day to make it holy (Exodus 20:11). 
God requires perfection of His children. His law is a transcript of His own character, and it is the standard of all character. This infinite standard is presented to all that there may be no mistake in regard to the kind of people whom God will have to compose His kingdom. The life of Christ on earth was a perfect expression of God’s law, and when those who claim to be children of God become Christlike in character, they will be obedient to God’s commandments. Then the Lord can trust them to be of the number who shall compose the family of heaven. (Christ’s Object Lessons 315.1) 
The “Patience” of the Saints: - What is the Patience of the Saints? Revelation 14:12 says, “This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep His commands and remain faithful to Jesus.” Commenting on this text Albert Barnes says, “The design of this portion of the chapter is to encourage Christians in their trials by the assurance, that this formidable anti-Christian power would be overthrown, and that all the enemies of God would receive their just doom in the world of despair.” “Fearful as that doctrine is, and terrible as is the idea of the everlasting suffering of any of the creatures of God, yet the final overthrow of the wicked is necessary to the triumph of truth and holiness, and there is consolation in the belief that religion (he means the true religion of Christianity) will ultimately triumph.” 

These words do make sense because Christians today need to understand that there have been times in the history of the Church when things around them have not gone politically or spiritually well for them. At times in the history of the Church, truth was not advancing and righteousness was not evident in societies and governments. And as a result, the Christian in such times might have thought that Christ’s cause and kingdom of true religion would not triumph on the earth. But if they were reading and taking to heart the promises which are found in this book, they would know that it will triumph because it is clearly promised to do so. 

In Revelation 5: 9 -10 it says, “And they sang a New song, saying: ‘You are worthy to take the scroll, and to open its seals; for You were slain, and have redeemed us to God by Your blood out of every tribe and tongue and people and nation, and have made us kings and priests to our God; and we shall reign on the earth.’ These promises were written so that the Remnant Church would understand that even though there would be many trials and tribulations in regard to fulfilling of the great commission given to the church by the Lord that the church would eventually come to the place that she would reign upon the earth. 
Thus, during the best of times and the worst of times, politically, the Church of Jesus Christ is called to patiently labor on, even though it appears that Anti-Christian spiritual forces have gained the ascendency and appear to even to have triumphed. They will not triumph ultimately, but we need to exercise patience. We need to heed the promise in this text. “Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” 
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