Lesson – 11                                         December 15, 2012                               Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 11 The Christian Life
Read for your study: Deut. 8:11-17; Phil. 2:3-4; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; Rev. 22:1-5;Matt. 22:39; Gen. 2:21-25.
Memory Text: This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. 1 John 3:16
Introduction: Have you found yourself ever trying to live the Christian life and feeling like a failure? The reason is it can only be lived in complete dependence upon Christ. The Christian life is an exchanged life. It is lived in dependence upon Christ. You exchange your life for Christ’s life. That way He lives His life in and through you.

The apostle Paul explains, “I have been crucified with Christ; and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” (Gal. 2:20).
While Jesus certainly must have dealt with money while working in the carpentry shop, but during His public ministry we have no evidence that He earned any money, paid any bills for food, or paid for any lodging, although we know that Judas was the treasurer for Jesus and the disciples. On one occasion, He paid the temple tax–in a miraculous way! (Matthew 17:24-27) He depended on others for almost everything. (Luke 8:1-3) He depended especially on His Father. More than that, He advised His followers to do the same! (Luke 10:4; 12:33; But, contrast Luke 22:35, 36) Could we really live such “Christ-like” lives in our societies and communities today? Finally, He gave His life! Could we do all of that and still support our families? 
This week’s lesson is on the Christian’s practical life living in accordance with the life of Jesus Christ! Could we live lives that always represent God and Christianity in the best possible way? Let us dive into our study and learn! 

Stewardship: In every stewardship relationship there are two parties involved: the master who hands out the resources and will one day ask for an accounting; and the steward who is entrusted with the resources and must eventually answer for how they were invested. God is the master; he distributes gifts at his discretion. We are stewards; accountable to him for all that we do with all that we have. 
The Seventh-day Adventist Encyclopedia defines stewardship as “the responsibility of God’s people for, and use of, everything entrusted to them by God–life, physical being, time, talents and abilities, material possessions, opportunities to be of service to others, and their knowledge of truth.” God has entrusted to us the dignity and responsibility of being stewards of the resources and creatures of this planet. God’s way is found in living for and serving others. This is where one can find the greatest happiness in life. 
Question: What is biblical stewardship? The biblical doctrine of stewardship defines a man’s relationship to God. It identifies God as owner and man as manager. God makes man His co-worker in administering all aspects of our life. The apostle Paul explains to us saying, “For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.” (1 Cor. 3:9). In essence, stewardship defines our purpose in this world as assigned to us by God Himself.  
This is exactly what God wanted Adam to do in the Garden of Eden in Genesis 2:15, “The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.” The KJV says, “To tend and keep it”. Tend (Hebrew'abad) means "to work or serve," and thus referring to the ground or a garden, it can be defined as "to till or cultivate." Keep (Hebrew shamar) means "to exercise great care over." In the context of Genesis 2:15, it expresses God's wish that mankind, in the person of Adam, "take care of," "guard," or "watch over" the garden. A caretaker maintains and protects his charge so that he can return it to its owner in as good or better condition than when he received it. 
Stewardship defines our practical obedience in the administration of everything under our control and entrusted to us. It acknowledges in practice that we do not have the right of control but God has the control. Psalm 24:1 tells us, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.” 

Tithe: A Mere Pittance 

Biblical stewardship requires that Christian view money differently from the way the secular world views it. The secular world equates affluence with success and happiness, constantly struggles to acquire as much wealth as possible. The Bible, however, exposes the worthlessness of such a struggle by revealing the truth about money. The Psalms proclaim, "But man, despite his riches, does not endure; he is like the beasts that perish" (Psalm 49:12). No matter how much one struggles for wealth, death still awaits because money cannot add anything to one's life. 

Solomon, a wise and rich man, argues, "Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his income. This too is meaningless. As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And what benefit are they to the owner except to feast his eyes on them….the abundance of a rich man permits him no sleep" (Ecclesiastes 5:10-12). Money is meaningless. It can never satisfy those who love it and, instead, offer frivolous goods and anxiety. The struggle for wealth brings with it dissatisfaction, not a better life.

On the other hand, biblical stewardship does not require that a Christian despise money or to discontinue earning it. Money is a necessity for basic living. The Bible does warn, however, that the love of money creates evil (1 Timothy 6:10). It is important not to allow money to become the center of one's life. When money is not the object of one's love and devotion, one is free to focus on higher things. 
Good stewardship encourages a Christian to find true value in life. If money does not offer much to life, what does? The Bible states, "Whoever trusts in his riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf" (Proverbs 11:28). The righteous, not the rich, thrive. But how do the righteous thrive without riches? They thrive because they understand and possess what holds a higher value. 
The righteous have character. Proverbs 22:1 states, "A good name is more desirable than great riches; to be esteemed is better than silver or gold." A pure reputation should be one's goal in life rather than the accumulation of wealth. Character lasts. Money cannot. 

Believing in God offers the righteous a lifetime of wealth (Romans 11:33). Knowing God and understanding his love are the true eternal riches. The author of Hebrews writes, "Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, 'Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you" (Hebrews 13:5). Money does not love and it does not linger. It is God who stands by and blesses his children in immeasurable amounts-this promise, not money, truly satisfies.
Biblical Stewardship is all a matter about Heart! It calls a Christian to give back to God through tithing. The word "tithe" merely means "a tenth." A Christian, therefore, ought to set aside a tenth of his or her income for God. 
For God, tithing is not only about a percentage. Tithing has more to do with one's heart during the act of giving then the actual amount given to God. The Bible offers this story in Luke 21, "As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. 'I tell you the truth,' he said, 'this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she out her poverty put in all she had to live on'" (Luke 21:1-4). The woman gave two copper coins-what amounted to a fraction of a penny. This seems a trivial amount. However, God viewed her trivial amount with more regard than the large offerings of the rich. Why? By giving all she had, the woman showed utter devotion to God. She was willing to offer everything she possessed to show love to God.
Stewardship is giving out of devotion rather than duty. It's about the heart of the giver-the Christian willing to give out of poverty, not wealth.
The Responsibility to one’s self: Moses told the children of Israel to “love your neighbor as you love yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18) Jesus repeated that command in Matthew 22:39. But later, He told His disciples to love each other as He had loved them. (John 13:34, 35) 

Question: What is the difference? Does everyone around you recognize that you are a Christian? Do we ever try to hide our Christian identity?
Giving does not end with tithing. God asks that the giving heart be extended to those who need it most-widows, orphans, and the poor. As a Christian, one must reach out to those in need, sharing the blessings one has received from God. Even after understanding that money does not satisfy, a Christian may find it difficult to let go of more money by giving to those in need. However, the Bible promises, "A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor" (Proverbs 22:9). The generous person -- the one with the heart of a giver -- finds blessings in giving. When one offers money to others, one receives wealth in many other ways. As a Christian it is time to make a stand for God. Matthew 6:24 states, "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money." 
When we give to someone in need, we should not expect to be repaid for our generosity, and we should certainly not take steps to force reimbursement. Christian charity should be done without expectation of gain. Yet, God sees, and He will show us favor: "He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord, and He will pay back what he has given" (Proverbs 19:17).
Most of us would recognize that living a completely selfish life is a miserable way to live. By contrast, would living for others be the happiest way to live?

Christian Marriage:
‘No man is an island’ as the saying goes. And human life is all about relationships-from the very intimate relationship of marriage and family to the wider relationships with friends and the outside world. Our life is a trust given to us by God. We are not worthless or aimless. God has chosen to bring us into being. He did this in purpose, and we can only discover true meaning and fulfillment as we get to know the One who created us. John Calvin was right when he said that no man can know himself unless he first knows God.
Marriage is an important issue in the Christian life.  Gen. 2:18, 21-24 says, “The Lord God said, 'It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him'...and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. The man said, 'This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called 'woman,' for she was taken out of man.' For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will become one flesh. (NIV)
Here we see the first wedding. We can conclude from this account in Genesis that marriage is God's idea, designed and instituted by the Creator. In these verses we also discover that at the heart of God's design for marriage is companionship and intimacy. 

It was God’s original plan that husband and wife should live together in a growing relationship and in the process learn how to get along with someone whose thinking is different from one’s own. Husbands are to learn from their wives and wives from their husbands how to be more like God. We are made–male and female–in the image of God. Each is to learn from the other. Yet, selfishness has become so dominant in our society that even the simplest obstacles seem to be an excuse for destroying a marriage. Selfishness is the problem that disrupts or breaks that covenant relationship and it is most unfortunate. God hates divorce. (Malachi 2:16)
Christian Behavior: When we talk about “Christian behavior” we are talking about the behavior of those who have accepted, by faith, Jesus Christ as their Savior and thus are indwelt with His Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9) 
Christians are “God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works” (Eph. 2:10). And these last four words “to do good works” epitomize the behavior that glorifies God and makes Christ real to others. It is true that there are obstacles in our daily lives that can get in the way and hinder our spiritual progress, but only if we let them. Nonetheless, we are called to live lives that are “holy and pleasing to God” (Romans 12:1). 
We as Christians are a chosen people, belonging to God to declare His praises (1 Peter 2:9). We are to be “doers of the Word” (James 1:22) through our ‘faith accompanied and demonstrated by action’. (James 2:17)
Christian behavior includes heeding Jesus’ call for us to be His witnesses to “the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). This witnessing of Christian behavior can be fulfilled through our relationships towards our employers or employees; through our civic duties towards our governments; and through our social responsibilities towards our communities and neighbors. Paul discusses Christian behavior which can best be summed up in these few words: “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.” (Ephesians 5:1-2) Paul also urged the Romans to “offer your bodies as living sacrifices” (Romans 12:2). This, ultimately, is the essence of true Christian behavior- surrendering our hearts and yielding our bodies to Christ so He might continue God’s work through us. 
We sometimes seem to forget that God has never transferred ownership of any part of His creation to us. Everything we have and are belongs to Him. May we be brave enough to pray, “Lord, what do you want me to do with Your money?” Many of us would intellectually recognize that everything belongs to God. And may our actions and our motives and our desires reflect that fact! 

God Bless You!!!
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