Lesson – 11                                           December 12, 2015                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 11 The Covenant 
Read for your study: - Gen. 9:1-17; 12:1-3; Gal. 3:6-9, 15-18; Exodus 24:1-18;Jer. 31:31-34; 1 Cor. 11:24-26.

Memory Text: - “The days are coming,' declares the Lord, 'when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah' (Jeremiah 31:31, NIV).

Introduction: - A covenant is nothing but an agreement between the two parties concerned. However, when speaking of biblical covenant, it is between God and His people. Though the Bible speak of ‘covenants’ in the plural (Romans 9:4; Galatians 4:24), whether it's the Adamic covenant (Gen. 3:15), the Abrahamic covenant (Gen. 12:1-3, Gal. 3:6-9), the Sinaitic covenant (Exod. 20:2), the Davidic covenant (Ezek. 37:24-27), or the New Covenant (Jeremiah  31:31-33), the idea is the same. There is only one covenant, the covenant of love and grace, in which God had shown His grace and mercy to the sinful beings and have offered salvation to all sinners who repent and have faith in Him.  
What is faith? In order to understand the role of faith in our salvation, we need to clearly understand what faith is. Here is the best definition of faith by Dr. A. Graham Maxwell in the following words: 

“Faith is just a word we use to describe a relationship with God as with a Person well-known. The better we know Him, the better the relationship may be. 

Faith implies an attitude toward God of love, trust, and deepest admiration. It means having enough confidence in God–based on the more-than-adequate evidence revealed–to be willing to believe what He says as soon as we are sure He is the One saying it, to accept what He offers as soon as we are sure He is the One offering it, and to do what He wishes as soon as we are sure He is the One wishing it, without reservation, for the rest of eternity. Anyone who has such faith would be perfectly safe to save. This is why faith is the only requirement for heaven. 

Faith also means that, like Abraham (Genesis 18:22-33) and Moses, (Exodus 32:5-14; Numbers 14:11-25) we know God well enough to reverently ask Him, “Why?”–Stated many times by Dr. A. Graham Maxwell. 
Do you see a parallel between the Adamic covenant (Genesis 3:15), the Abrahamic covenant (Genesis 12:1-3; Galatians 3:6-7), the Sinai covenant (Exodus 19:8; 20:2; 24:3,7), the Davidic covenant (Ezekiel 37:24-27), and the new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34)? 

This lesson is about the agreements and covenants between God and his people. Let us dive into our study and learn more!

God’s Covenant with all Humanity: - Looking at our world today, we see that it is going from bad to worse! We hear and see all kinds of evil things going on and yet God has been so merciful that He still bears with us. He had destroyed the entire world once because it was so full of sin and unbearable. Why it happened? “God had given men His commandments as a rule of life, but His law was transgressed, and every conceivable sin was the result. The wickedness of men was open and daring, justice was trampled in the dust, and the cries of the oppressed reached unto heaven.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 91.2. 
We can see two important aspects about the covenant given to Noah: First, God did all the talking! Second, His covenant was with everyone living on this planet, including the animals (Gen. 9:12). The rain which refreshes the earth and sometimes brings the beautiful rainbows falls on the good and the bad like. (Matthew 5:45)
The Covenant with Abraham: - About 4,000 years ago, God reached out to Abram and made a covenant to him that started in Genesis 12 where God said, “Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (verses 1-3).

The following verses show Abram’s faith, obedience and worship of the true God growing. God began to work in many specific ways with Abram—whose name was changed to Abraham. 

The apostle Paul points out that, spiritually speaking, all those who are faithful are the children of Abraham and will inherit his spiritual blessings (Galatians 3:7-9, 16-18, 29). This spiritual promise of salvation came through Abraham’s “‘Seed,’ who is Christ” (verse 16). And the physical blessings were passed down to Abraham’s descendants. From the marriage of Abraham and Sarah came Isaac, who passed the blessings on to his son Jacob, who passed them on to his 12 sons who formed the tribes of Israel. It was these 12 tribes or extended families that became slaves in Egypt. 

The Covenant at Sinai: - What is the difference between the first covenant–sometimes called the old covenant as given at Sinai–and the new covenant as discussed in Jeremiah 31:31-34? The most obvious difference is this: The first covenant was basically God setting out the conditions and the people promising that they would obey. Moses, under God’s guidance, brought Israel out of Egypt (a type of sin) and to the Promised Land. It was during this process of establishing Israel as a nation that God Himself offered a covenant to the people. It was based upon His law, the 10 Commandments that God spoke from Mount Sinai.

Israel heard, accepted and agreed to this covenant, which was renewed by Moses at the end of his life just before the tribes crossed over into the Promised Land (see Deuteronomy 5).

 In Exodus 19:8, the people of Israel promised to do everything which God told them to do even before they heard Him say what He wanted them to do! When Moses came down from the mountain and told them what God wanted them to do, the people said, “We will do everything that the Lord has said.” (Exodus 24:3, GNB) Then, after God appeared on the mount, Moses wrote God’s words on a scroll and read it to them; and for the third time, they said, “We will...do everything that he has commanded.” (Exodus 24:7, GNB) But, Of course, we know that it did not last long! 

But in the new covenant God is promising to do all the work. But, the conditions are that He wants to write this on our hearts! 

The New Covenant: - This covenant can also be called as the Covenant of Christ. The New Testament makes a clear distinction between the covenants of the Mosaic Law and the covenant of Promise. The apostle Paul spoke of these "two covenants," one originating "from Mount Sinai," the other from "the Jerusalem above" (Gal. 4:24-26). Paul also argued that the covenant established at Mount Sinai was a "ministry of death" and "condemnation" (2 Cor. 3:7, 9).

The death of Christ ushered in the new covenant under which we are justified by God's grace and mercy -- it is now possible to have the true forgiveness of sins. Jesus Himself is the Mediator of this better covenant between God and man (Heb. 9:15). Jesus' sacrificial death served as the oath, or pledge, which God made to us to seal this new covenant.

The "new covenant" is the new agreement God has made with mankind, based on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The concept of a new covenant originated with the promise of Jeremiah that God would accomplish for His people what the old covenant had failed to do (Jer. 31:31-34; Heb. 11:7-13). Under this new covenant, God would write His Law on human hearts.

When Jesus ate the Passover meal at the Last Supper with His disciples, He spoke of the cup and said, "this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28). Luke's account refers to this cup as symbolizing "the new covenant in My blood, which is shed for you" (Luke 22:20).

When Paul recited the account he had received concerning the Last Supper, he quoted these words of Jesus about the cup as "the new covenant in My blood" (1 Cor. 11:25).

The Epistle to the Hebrews gives the new covenant more attention than any other book in the New Testament. It quotes the entire passage from Jeremiah 31:31-34 (Heb. 8:8-12). Jesus is referred to by the writer of Hebrews as "the Mediator of the new covenant" (Heb. 9:15; 12:24). The new covenant, a "better covenant ... established on better promises" (Heb. 8:6), rests directly on the sacrificial work of Christ. 

The new covenant accomplished what the old could not, i.e., the removal of sin and cleansing of the conscience (Heb. 10:2, 22). The work of Jesus Christ on the cross thus makes the old covenant "obsolete" (Heb. 8:13) and fulfills the promise of the prophet Jeremiah.
Unlike the Mosaic covenant, the new covenant of Jesus Christ is intended for all mankind -- regardless of race. In the Great Commission Jesus sent His apostles into the entire world so they could tell the ‘good news’, the story of the cross (Luke 24:46-47;Matt. 28:18-20), that salvation is available to everyone who believes. The gospel call extends to every man and woman today!

Jesus Christ is the Messenger and Mediator of the new covenant (Hebrews 8:6; 12:24). He is also the sacrifice — he himself is the new covenant. His teachings are the requirements of the covenant. Faith is required for participation in it. The Holy Spirit is given to transform the heart, and eternal life is the promised inheritance. It is an eternal covenant (Heb.13:20), guaranteed by Jesus (Heb.7:22). His blood has made us perfect, and he is making us holy (Heb.10:10, 14).

The new covenant has phenomenal promises, and all who believe them are counted as righteous. They are considered as faithful to the terms of the covenant. Their allegiance (loyalty and obedience) is given to Jesus Christ.

Our relationship with God is based on the new covenant. God takes away our sins (Romans 11:27). Jesus “died as a ransom to set them free from the sins committed under the first covenant” (Hebrews 9:15). God’s Spirit gives us life (2 Corinthians 3:6). He puts the terms of the covenant within our hearts and minds so we can be faithful to him (Hebrews 8:7-10;10:16). We may therefore “receive the promised eternal inheritance” (Hebrews 9:15).
“The same law that was engraved upon the tables of stone is written by the Holy Spirit upon the tables of the heart. Instead of going about to establish our own righteousness, we accept the righteousness of Christ. His blood atones for our sins. His obedience is accepted for us. Then the heart renewed by the Holy Spirit will bring forth 'the fruits of the Spirit.' Through the grace of Christ we shall live in obedience to the law of God written upon our hearts. Having the Spirit of Christ, we shall walk even as He walked.-Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 372.

Are we prepared and ready for the ‘New Covenant’? 
God Bless You!!!
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