Lesson – 11                                          June 13, 2015                                    Gladwin Mathews

Lesson – 11 The Kingdom Of God 
Read for your study: - Luke 1:32-33; 9:59-62; 11:2; 13:29; 17:23-24; 18:16-30; 21:34-36 

Memory Text: - “They will come from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and sit down in the kingdom of God.” Luke 13:29 
Introduction: - The phrase “kingdom of God” or “kingdom of heaven” occur more than 100 times in the synoptic gospels. Luke uses this term about 40 times. In Daniel chapter 2, we read about the rock, ‘cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands’ (Daniel 2: 45) that grows big to establish as the everlasting kingdom. 

Jesus talked a lot about the kingdom of God during His ministry. This kingdom that He was talking about was to be a very different from the kingdom for which the people of Israel were looking. The people of Israel were looking for a kingdom like the kingdom of their ancestor David. They wanted things to be like they were in the days of David. They wanted earthly power and glory. But what kind of kingdom was Jesus teaching about and asking His followers to Pray about it? 
The followers of Jesus were told to pray for it, to recognize that it had already come in its first phase, but was yet to come in its ultimate form. “The kingdom of God comes not with outward show. It comes through the gentleness of the inspiration of His word, through the inward working of His Spirit, the fellowship of the soul with Him who is its life. The greatest manifestation of its power is seen in human nature brought to the perfection of the character of Christ.—Ellen G. White, The Ministry of Healing, p. 36.2.
This week’s lesson is about the kingdom of God. Let us dive into our lesson and learn!
Characteristics of the Kingdom of God: - God’s kingdom is to be a worldwide kingdom in which everyone will be treated equally and fairly with no distinctions. And best of all, Jesus Himself is and will be King, and His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom. There will be no more wars and no more striving for the mastery. Jesus began his ministry by saying, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of God to the other towns, also, because that is why I was sent” (Luke 4:43). Later, He sent his disciples out “to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick” (Luke 9:2). 

What are some of the common understandings of what is meant by the “kingdom of God”? What did the 7th angel mean when he said, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever?” Rev. 11:15
What did Jesus mean when He said, “the kingdom of God is within you”? Luke 17:21 When Jesus came, He came with a healing touch! He brought healing to the sick, preaching, and teaching of the word, and forgiveness of the sins. By doing this, Jesus was saying that the Kingdom had arrived because He Himself was in their midst. But even today, God’s kingdom is growing. Ellen G. White writes, “The kingdom of God’s grace is now being established, as day by day hearts that have been full of sin and rebellion yield to the sovereignty of His love.—Ellen G. White, Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 108.1.
The full establishment of the kingdom of His glory will not take place until the second coming of Christ to this world.- Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 108. 
The Kingdom and the Second Coming of Christ: - Jesus spoke of the ‘kingdom’ as if it is the present reality, yet in other passages the kingdom of God sounds like future reality. How should we understand this? 
The kingdom of God sounds like something we would want to participate in. But how does one enter such a kingdom? Jesus provides us with some guidance when He said, “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God” (Luke 6:20). Later in Luke 18:24, Jesus remarks, “How hard it is for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!” Is this to be taken literal about the rich and the poor? 
Ellen G. White has some thoughts on this saying, “There is cause for alarm in the condition of the religious world today. God’s mercy has been trifled with. The multitudes make void the law of Jehovah, “teaching for doctrines the commandments of men…” Matthew 15:9. As the result, apostasy and sensualism prevail. Christ declared, “As it was in the days of Lot … even thus shall it be in the day when the Son of man is revealed” Luke 17:28, 30. The daily record of passing events testifies to the fulfillment of His words. The world is fast becoming ripe for destruction. Soon the judgements of God are to be poured out, and sin and sinners are to be consumed.” – Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 166. 
Witnesses: - We as a church and true believers of the kingdom of God, has work to do between now and that day.  First, never lose sight of the certainty of His return. Second, we must be constantly ready because we do not know the exact time of His return. Galatians 4:4 assures us that when the right time arrived, Jesus came the first time. When His people are ready, He will come again. And third, we are not supposed to wait idly; we are to be witnesses to the gospel of Jesus. There is a lot of work to do, but Christ promises us that the Holy Spirit–which was and will be poured out in Pentecostal power on those who are willing to become true citizens of the new kingdom of glory–will be with us and guide us.
In the Lord’s Prayer, Christ teaches us to pray, “Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come” (Luke 11:2). What are we asking for when we pray this prayer? Is there any barrier to the coming of the kingdom? 
Ellen G. White beautifully defines our work as witnesses saying, “We are now in God’s workshop. Many of us are rough stones from the quarry. But as we lay hold upon the truth of God, its influence affects us. It elevates us and removes from us every imperfection and sin, of whatever nature. Thus we are prepared to see the King in His beauty and finally to unite with the pure and heavenly angels in the kingdom of glory. It is here that this work is to be accomplished for us, here that our bodies and spirits are to be fitted for immortality.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 355.2.
“In consideration of the shortness of time we as a people should watch and pray, and in no case allow ourselves to be diverted from the solemn work of preparation for the great event before us. Because the time is apparently extended, many have become careless and indifferent in regard to their words and actions. They do not realize their danger and do not see and understand the mercy of our God in lengthening their probation, that they may have time to form characters for the future, immortal life…God has a people upon the earth who in faith and holy hope are tracing down the roll of fast – fulfilling prophecy and are seeking to purify their souls by obeying the truth, that they may not be found without the wedding garment when Christ shall appear.”  - Testimonies for the Church, Vol. 4, p. 306. 
Over 170 years after the Great Disappointment in 1844, are we prepared for the second coming? Are we helping others to understand the necessary issues and the steps they need to be taking to be prepared for the ‘Kingdom of God’? Let us be ready!!!

God Bless You!!!
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