Lesson – 12                               December 19. 2015                         Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 12 Back to Egypt 
Read for your study: - Jer. 40:7-16, Jeremiah 41:1-18-43:1-13, Exod. 16:3, Num. 16:13, Jeremiah 44:1-36.

Memory Text: - “May the Lord be a true and faithful witness against us if we do not act in accordance with everything the Lord your God sends you to tell us” (Jeremiah 42:5, NIV).
Introduction: - After capturing Jerusalem, the Babylonians left some of the common people behind under a governor. Along with the saga of Jeremiah, the Jerusalem saga was almost coming to an end. It was not a “happily ever after” kind of a story. God had done so much for them but they were determined to rebel against Him. The destruction of Jerusalem had not taught them any lesson! What happened to Jeremiah and the remaining handful faithful ones? Let us dive into our lesson and learn! 
Political Anarchy:- Jeremiah was bound in chains along with the other captives carried into Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. We do not know exactly how Nebuchadnezzar found out about Jeremiah and his work; but, he commanded Nebuzaradan, his commanding officer, to release Jeremiah. (Jeremiah 39:11-14)
Jeremiah decided to settle in Mizpah, a town about eight miles north of Jerusalem. Gedaliah, the son of Prince Ahikam, who years before had rescued Jeremiah from certain death, had now been appointed the governor of the land (Jer. 40:4-6; 26:24). 
Some of the people from Judah had fled to surrounding countries. When they heard that Gedaliah had been chosen by Nebuchadnezzar to be in charge of the people who were left behind, many of them returned to Judah. Gedaliah, the governor was very generous and welcomed them kindly and promised full amnesty. He invited them to settle in the land, to help themselves to whatever was available. 
News of permanent peace in Judah spread to the neighbouring countries bringing in refugees from Moab, Ammon, Edom, and other lands as well. But, not everyone who returned was friendly. Jeremiah 41 narrates that Ishmael “of the royal family” and some of his friends under his control had come from Ammon, and they murdered Gedaliah and those associated with him. Johanan and another group went after Ishmael, but he escaped with a small group back to Ammon. 

Seeking Divine Guidance: - Johanan, fearing his life thought that it was necessary for those that were left to flee to Egypt. They wanted to take Jeremiah with them. They hoped that by fleeing to Egypt, they would be beyond the reach of Babylon and would not be killed. 

The officers and the people asked Jeremiah to “pray to the Lord…that the Lord …may show us the way we should go, and the thing that we should do” (Jeremiah 42:2, 3). 
Frank B. Holbrook in his book “Faith Amid Apostasy” writes, “Although they piously agreed to do whatever the Lord directed, they were secretly fully fixed in their purpose to go down to Egypt. The people really did not want God’s guidance, only His approval of plans”. (P.116) 
However, Jeremiah agreed to intercede for them. And the Lord communicated His will after ten days. It was an encouraging message: “If you stay in this land, I will build you up and not tear you down; I will plant you and not uproot you, for I am grieved over the disaster I have inflicted on you. Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, whom you now fear. Do not be afraid of him, declares the LORD, for I am with you and will save you and deliver you from his hands. I will show you compassion so that he will have compassion on you and restore you to your land’ (Jeremiah 42:10-12). 

What kind of choices are we making each day in response to God’s revelation in our lives? Returning to Egypt: - The Lord read their hearts and the real intent of their prayer. If they thought to escape to Egypt, the Babylonian sword will overtake them there. “All the men who set their faces to go to Egypt to live there shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence…. You shall see this place no more” (verses 17, 18). 
Jeremiah had faithfully transmitted God’s message. But they did not listen. Johanan and his officers gave orders to pack and leave for Egypt. They accused Jeremiah and his scribe Baruch of lying.

Do you think the people realized that Jeremiah was a true prophet of Yahweh? Did they have any reason to doubt Yahweh’s directions? When God's Word does not agree with our intentions or desires, we tend to have doubts about its divine origins. Likewise, the people and the leaders had doubts about Jeremiah. 

Often, human beings faced with such a dilemma have expressed doubts about the divine origin of the messages. How do we respond when God’s Word or His commands seem to cut across our own desires or inclinations? 
Taken into Exile: - Jeremiah was given another message for the people. He was told to get some large stones and bury them in the mortar of the pavement in front of the entrance to the government building in the city of Tahpenhas in Egypt. Then, he turned to his Israelite opponents and told them that Nebuchadnezzar, “God’s servant,” would come and defeat Egypt and set up his throne on those very stones. God even went on to say: “I will set fire to the temples of Egypt’s gods, and the king of Babylonia will either burn their gods or carry them off. As shepherds pick their clothes clean of lice, so the king of Babylonia will pick the land of Egypt clean and then leave victorious. 13He will destroy the sacred stone monuments at Heliopolis in Egypt and will burn down the temples of the Egyptian gods.”—American Bible Society. (1992). The Holy Bible: The Good News Translation (2nd ed., Jeremiah 43:12-13). New York: American Bible Society. 
The message was very clear that Egypt will not protect them. Somehow, those people thought that by going to Egypt, they would be protected. But, they had several examples of how their thinking about such things had been wrong in the past. (Jeremiah 7:4; 37:7-8) They were certain that God would never allow Solomon’s Temple to be destroyed? Surely, they realized that the Egyptian gods were useless figments of warped imaginations, pagan abominations, etc. 

May be they thought that God did not understand them. Commenting on this Ellen G. White writes, “When self-denial becomes a part of our religion, we shall understand and do the will of God; for our eyes will be anointed with eye-salve so that we shall behold wonderful things out of his law. We shall see the path of obedience as the only path of safety. God holds his people responsible in proportion as the light of truth is brought to their understanding. The claims of his law are just and reasonable, and through the grace of Christ he expects us to fulfill his requirements.—Ellen G. White, The Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, February 25, 1890, par. 5. 
In our world today, to some, the stories from so long ago seem remote and almost unreal. But, in recent times, clay bullae which were seal impressions made out of clay and hardened by heating in the fires that destroyed Jerusalem have come to light. The clay bullae shown at the end of this handout were impressions made by Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe; by “Yehucal, son of Shelemiyahu, son of Shovi”; and by Gedaliah, son of Pashur. Seeing these tiny records produced by those biblical characters themselves injects a little bit of reality into the incredible stories we have studied.
Shouldn’t these facts help us build faith in God? If you had lived in the days of Jeremiah, would you trust God or anyone? On what basis would you trust someone? 

And there are many in the church who take it for granted that they understand what they believe, but, until controversy arises, they do not know their own weakness. When separated from those of like faith, and compelled to stand singly and alone to explain [40] their belief, they will be surprised to see how confused are their ideas of what they had accepted as truth. Certain it is that there has been among us a departure from the living God, and a turning to men, putting human wisdom in place of divine.—Ellen G. White, 5Testimonies 707.2 (1889); GW 298.3; CWE 39.3; Mar 45.2; AG 30.3; LDE 70.1. [Bold type is added. 
How shall we respond to God’s warning messages through His word? Does the hardness of our hearts and the deception overtake us? 
“With us, everything depends on how we accept the Lord's terms.-Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, book one, p. 118. 
God Bless You!!!
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