Lesson – 12                                    June 21, 2014                              Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 12 Christ’s Church and the Law 
Read for your study: - Gen. 2:16-3:7, Genesis 6, Genesis 12, Deut. 7:6-12, Gal. 3:6-16, Rev. 12:17, 14:6-12.
Memory Text: - Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus (Revelation 14:12, NKJV). 
Introduction: - Since the beginning of the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, God has always had a people on earth to represent Him, who He entrusts with the gospel message. The history of our response to God’s love and His law has been a very sad one. God started in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve who sinned. But God was patient and He kept showing His love in every age, in every era of history through His moral law. Has God’s moral law, as given distinctly during Moses’ time, always been included in that message of salvation?
There is one required quality that God’s church needed since the beginning – patience, just like each runner in a relay race, waiting in line for his turn to run must have patience to wait for their turn. And of course, the greatest excitement is when the last runner takes the baton and races to the finish line. 
In church history, the baton that has been passed on to each successive church is no doubt the everlasting gospel of salvation of Revelation 14:6. Jesus passed on the torch to His disciples through what has been called the Gospel Commission (Matthew 28:18 -20) of which a part of that commission included “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you…” v. 20 KJV
In this lesson we take a walk through church history, looking at the various church eras to discover if God’s Law has always been known and passed down through the ages, as a baton in a relay race. Paul said to the Hebrews, “…let us run with patience the race that is set before us.” Hebrews 12:1 KJV Let us dive into our study and learn more!
From Adam to Noah: - God started in the Garden of Eden with Adam and Eve who sinned. Their descendants rapidly became very wicked, and God had to start over again with Noah. Though Adam and Eve sinned, God still conversed with them after their fall. He gave them the promise of the Seed (Genesis 3:15), and clothed them with garments of skin. This act of God necessitated the killing of an animal. God used this to illustrate to them the consequences of sin, what death looked like and to remind them of the promised One, the Lamb who would be slain, who would someday die to save the world from sin. 
The effects of sin were quickly seen with the tragic death of Abel at the hand of his brother Cain. Surprisingly, it happened during worship, when they both came to worship God with their sacrificial offering. Cain chose to worship God his own way (not with an animal sacrifice as God had instructed), leading to jealousy when his offering was not accepted and Abel’s was.
Henceforth, there was quick moral decline but Enoch finds favour in God’s eyes. Genesis mentions him as a man who walked with God. 

Question: Could it be possible that his ancestors and descendants were God –fearing men of God? By the time of the Flood, the whole world was filled with evil, however, except for Noah, Enoch’s great grandson and his family.  
Question: How did God respond to the killing in His mercy and justice? (Gen. 4:12-16)
From Noah to Abraham: - The life span in Noah’s time reached almost a thousand years, with Methuselah being the oldest recorded at 969. It was no wonder that the world had become so wicked. Men and women had longer lives to develop their evil ways. 
God is omniscient and that He has unlimited foreknowledge. So, how can He be sorry He has done something? Did God know in advance exactly what was going to happen, but He needed to proceed with doing it in order to teach us and the universe some very important lessons? Why was God sorry? 

Genesis 6:1-8 narrates to us a problem which developed just before the flood seemed to have resulted from the “sons of God” becoming interested in and marrying the “daughters of men.” Many of our Christian friends believe that angels actually came down and cohabited with human females. But, angels cannot procreate! 
There are other places in the Bible where the expression “sons of God” may refer to angels. In Job 1:6 and 2:1, the term “sons of God” is apparently referring to the leaders of other worlds. But, Ellen White said clearly that in this passage in Genesis, the term “sons of God” is a reference to the descendants of Seth, and the term “daughters of men” is a reference to the daughters of the descendants of Cain. (Patriarchs and Prophets 81.2; John 1:12; Romans 8:14)
The world then had become so corrupt that God was sorry for creating them. Fortunately, there was only one man that God could trust with His plan. The Scriptures say, “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. These are the generations of Noah: Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.”Genesis 6:8, 9 KJV 

From Abraham to Moses: -The earth had been destroyed by a flood because its inhabitants had chosen to be immoral and disobedient to God’s law. They chose to turn down God’s loving plan of salvation through Noah. But God out of mercy saved His remnant, Noah and his family. 
Did Noah’s family learn the lesson well that they carefully instructed their descendants who carefully followed God’s will? Of course not! It was not long before they were building the tower of Babel. (Genesis 11:1-9)

Ellen G. White writes, “Many of them denied the existence of God and attributed the Flood to the operation of natural causes. Others believed in a Supreme Being, and that it was He who had destroyed the antediluvian world; and their hearts, like that of Cain, rose up in rebellion against Him”.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p.119.

In Genesis 12:1-3 we find another man’s adventurous beginning of faith. God called Abraham out of his homeland, where idolatry and immorality had once again taken root. God promised to bless Abraham, if he would listen to His voice and follow His commands. This tells us that knowledge of God existed in the world at that time, even before the work and ministry of Moses. 

Although not perfect, he allowed himself to be molded by God into a man with a specific task. He provided the line of generations that led to the birth of the Savior. And not only that, he was to father a nation that would help prepare the world for His birth. 
From Moses to Jesus: - When God chose Abraham, He actually chose his descendants to be the next “church”. The Hebrew nation, although an imperfect people, were called a “kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Exodus 19:6) and as they grew in number was the “church in the wilderness”. 
Moses was chosen as their leader to lead the Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt, where they had spent four hundred years. God provided and met their every physical need. For their spiritual needs in nurture and renewal, He gave them the Ten Commandments written by His own finger. To bring them further close to Him, God instructed Moses to build the Sanctuary and gave instructions for the feasts and ceremonies to teach them of the promise of the Messiah. 
In Galatians 3:6-16, Paul believed that the promise made to Abraham was a direct reference to the coming of the Messiah. To fulfill this promise Abraham and Sarah certainly had to learn patience. Do we need to learn that lesson as well?
From Jesus to the Remnant: - God worked patiently with Abraham’s descendants for nearly 1600 years. Finally, He had to turn from them as His only select group of people and work through His disciples and the Christian church to spread the gospel to the whole world. As the church was turning the world upside down by spreading the gospel (Acts 17:6), Satan managed to turn its focus around and led the church into darkness through apostasy. This period of church history is known as the “Dark Ages’.
The church, since Jesus’ resurrection consists of all who belong to Christ (Galatians 3:29). But even with the light of Jesus’ life and His victorious triumph over death, the Christian church has been as unfaithful to the covenant as ancient Israel was. Apostasy and persecutions have marred the history of Christianity over the centuries. As with Israel, however, God has always had a remnant people who “have not bowed unto Baal” (I Kings 19:18). But God did not leave His church in darkness! Through the Protestant Reformation, He brought the church back on tracks and by the 19th Century, a special group of people formed a church which would focus on the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Revelation 12:17 and 14:6-12 speaks about the church and the Remnant people. It describes the identifying marks of God’s faithful people at the end of time. 

Question: What are the identifying marks of God’s faithful people at the end of time? In Revelation 14:12 we read: “Here is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus.” 

It is clear from this passage that the Remnant church is expected to keep the commandments of God. It is also supposed to bear witness to the faithfulness of Jesus and supposed to be preaching the truth about God just as Jesus did. 
Who comprises the church? It is you and me! In the light of Revelation 14:6-12, where do we stand near the end of this earth’s history? Do we believe we are the remnant? Do we believe and understand that this passage is for us and all those who “keep the Commandments and have the testimony of Jesus Christ”?  If so, then ponder on these passages from the Spirit of Prophecy:
The three angels of Revelation 14 represent the people who accept the light of God’s messages and go forth as His agents to sound the warning throughout the length and breadth of the earth. Christ declares to His followers: “Ye are the light of the world.” [Matthew 5:14] To every soul that accepts Jesus the cross of Calvary speaks: “Behold the worth of the soul: ‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.”’ Mark 16:15. Nothing is to be permitted to hinder this work. It is the all-important work for this time; it is to be far-reaching as eternity. The love that Jesus manifested for the souls of men in the sacrifice which He made for their redemption, will actuate all His followers.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, pp. 455.2-456.0. [Content in brackets and bold type is supplied.]

The theme of greatest importance is the third angel’s message, embracing the messages of the first and second angels. All should understand the truths contained in these messages and demonstrate them in daily life, for this is essential to salvation. We shall have to study earnestly, prayerfully, in order to understand these grand truths; and our power to learn and comprehend will be taxed to the utmost.—Ellen G. White, Evangelism 196. [Bold type is supplied.]
As God’s Remnant, we have a work to do. We have been chosen to proclaim the final message to this world. Remember that the final remnant will not be identified by their faithful membership but by their commitment to Jesus Christ and the truth that He gave about God. 
What a blessing it would be to hear the Lord saying to us, “Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” Revelation 14:12 
God Bless You!!!
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