Lesson – 12                                      March 23, 2013                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 12 Creation and the Gospel
Read for your study:  Gen. 3:21; Ps. 104:29, 30; John 1:4; Rom. 5:6-11;Gal. 3:13;Matt. 27:46.
Memory Text: “For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive” 1 Cor. 15:22 NIV
Introduction: The Scriptures tell us that Adam and Eve were created in the image of God, perfect and without any moral decay or defect.  Genesis 1:26-30 shows that God intended man to have dominion over all the creatures God had made on the earth.
David says, in Psalm 8:4-6, what is man that you are mindful of him, the son of man that you care for him? You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him with glory and honor. You made him ruler over the works of your hands; you put everything under his feet:  When David wrote "all things", he was probably referring to the passage in Genesis 1 mentioned above, but does he also include things in the heavens? 
After all, the works of God's hands include the sun and moon, other planets, and distant stars and galaxies. In Psalm 102:25, David said, "In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of thy hands." One of the main problems with the idea of man having dominion over the things in the heavens is that we are mortal, and limited, and bound to the earth's environment. We are finite beings and can’t explore things with our own wisdom! 

Science provides man with ways of exploring the creation and we learn about the universe by observation revealing God's nature and power. Paul wrote in Romans 1:20, “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.” 

This perfect creation was destroyed by sin and man experienced separation from God the Father. Man came under the power of sin and the Devil. But God did not leave him alone. He made a provision to reach out to man through Jesus Christ. He gave the gospel right in the Garden of Eden assuring man that this broken relationship between God and humanity will be restored. 
This week’s lesson will focus on the relationship between God and man. How did God plan to accomplish this? How does He want to recreate that broken relationship? Let us dive into our study and learn!

Grace, Sin and Death in the Garden: 
The gospel is based on creation for God continues his creative work. Whereas God has made all the creatures, the earth, and the sun and moon, and the stars and planets, he has not finished with us! Paul says the gospel of Christ is the "power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth", and reveals the righteousness of God. (Romans 1:16-17) The creation that occurs today is the faith God nourishes in our minds and hearts, and it is the work of the same Spirit of God that hovered over the dark watery chaos from which the earth was made. 

Creation did not end! It awaits the redemption of the saints, as Paul says in Romans 8:22-23, “We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.” The Christian’s life on earth may involve many difficulties, but the end result will make them seem worthwhile.
Creation is an essential part of the gospel; God is making each and every believer a new creature. Paul wrote: "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: the old has gone, the new is here!" (2 Corinthians 5:17)
According to Genesis 3:21 “The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his wife and clothed them”. 
Question: Where did God get the animal skins that He used to make garments for Adam and Eve? Were animals actually killed as sacrifices? Did God assist Adam in sacrificing that first lamb? Or, did an angel do it? How does grace fit into the Garden of Eden? Did Adam and Eve really understand sin and its consequences? 
Life comes from God; separation from God cuts us off from the source of life. The result of this separation from God is death. 
While We Were Yet Sinners: 
God said, “Let us make man in our image;” in Colossians 1:15, Paul says Christ is "the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature." As Christ is the image of God, those who are "in Christ" are being remade, recreated in the "image of God." 
Paul tells us in Romans 5:8-11, “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him! For if, when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.” 

When we sin we run away from God just like Adam and Eve did. We consider God like our enemy and want to break away any relationship with Him. But God’s love is so great that a desire is created in us to repent and be reconciled back to Him. Jesus came down to this earth; and while we were yet sinners, He died on our behalf.
Ellen G. White portrays this thought beautifully saying, “Fallen men could not have a home in the paradise of God without the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. Shall we not then exalt the cross of Christ?” Ellen G. White, “Our High Calling”, February 8 
“The scenes of Calvary call for the deepest emotion. Upon this subject you will be excusable if you manifest enthusiasm. That Christ, so excellent, so innocent, should suffer such a painful death, bearing the weight of the sins of the world, our thoughts and imaginations can never fully comprehend. The length, the breadth, the height, the depth, of such amazing love we cannot fathom.–Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 213.
The Sin-bearing Substitute: 
Jesus was our substitute to bear our sins on our behalf. He carried “the iniquity of us all” at the cross (Isaiah 53:6). He carried the curse that was meant for us and redeemed us from that curse (Galatians 3:13). He was separated from God the Father, the source of life (Matt. 27:46). 

Jesus took our sins upon Himself and died on the cross. Hanging on the cross He cried, “My God, My God, Why have you forsaken me?” Matthew 27:46. 
Question: Did Jesus feel the separation from the Father at this point or was He still aware of the presence of God around Him? 
Ellen G. White writes that “In that thick darkness God’s presence was hidden. He makes darkness His pavilion, and conceals His glory from human eyes. God and His holy angels were beside the cross. The Father was with His Son. Yet His presence was not revealed. Had His glory flashed forth from the cloud, every human beholder would have been destroyed. And in that dreadful hour Christ was not to be comforted with the Father’s presence. He trod the wine press alone, and of the people there was none with Him.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 753,754.

While we understand and recognize that God’s glory was veiled to the point where not even Jesus could detect His presence, every eye in the entire universe outside of this world was focused on what was happening in Gethsemane and on Calvary. 
Question: Did Satan know that Jesus would rise again? And if he knew that Jesus was going to rise again, would he have given up? 
He was to work no miracle for Himself, but angels protected His life till the time came when He was to be betrayed by one of His disciples, till He was to give His life on Calvary’s cross, and Satan stirred up the minds of men to think that the angels of heaven were indifferent. But everyone was watching the contest with interest. From the moment that Christ knelt in prayer on the sod of Gethsemane till He died on the cross and cried out, “It is finished,” the angels and all the universe of God looked on with the greatest interest. When those words were spoken, the plan was completed–the plan whereby Satan’s power should be limited and broken, and whereby Christ should finally die. And when Christ rose from the dead His triumph was complete. Satan knew that his battle with Christ was lost, but yet he is at enmity with God.—Manuscript 8, 1888. (1888 126.4)
A New Creation: 
The ‘Good News’ of the gospel given in the Garden of Eden was passed on from generation to generation till it was fulfilled in Christ at His death on the cross. His death was a substitutionary death and is linked to the creation story since it started from there. 
It is this creation story that helps us to understand Christ’s death in our behalf in the aspect of the plan of salvation, a work of creating us new. Christ came to destroy death, an intruder which was not in the original plan of creation. 
Redemption is an act of creation: “Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.” Psalm 51:10 What does it mean to have a new heart? 
A new heart is a creation that only God can do, says the author. We cannot do it ourselves but must depend on the same Creator who formed the world and created our first parents. David recognized his need and asked God to solve the problem by an act of creation. 
Creation is still going on; for eventually we are to be clothed with immortality as Paul says, "So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory." (1 Corinthians 15:55)

When we are redeemed, we are ‘a new creation’ (2 Corinthians 5:17) to live a life of holiness with our Creator. The person who is “in Christ” is a new creation. 
Ellen G. white tells us that ‘this change is in itself the miracle of miracles. A change wrought by the Word, it is one of the deepest mysteries of the Word. We cannot understand it; we can only believe, as declared by the Scriptures, it is ‘Christ in you, the hope of glory.’” – Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles, p. 476
How many of us desire for this new creation? Is it possible to have this change of a new heart? Are we ready for this change of a new creation? 

God Bless You!!!
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