Lesson – 12                                          June 22, 2013                             Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 12 Heaven’s Best Gift (Zechariah)
Read for your study: Zechariah 8, Zech. 9:9, 12:1-10, 13:7-9, Zech. 14, Matt. 21:9, John 19:37.
Memory Text: “The Lord their God will save them on that day as the flock of his people. They will sparkle in his land like jewels in a crown” (Zechariah 9:16, NIV).
Introduction: 
The remnant people have been told what disobedience to the Word of God had brought to pre-exiled Israel and what it would bring to them in chapter seven. In chapter eight they are told the glorious blessings of what repentance and obedience to the Word of God would bring. The previous strong rebuke prepares the way for this positive portion. God’s nature demands He judge continued unfaithfulness but His delight is to bless His people. It is the same old theme throughout the Old Testament that where there is obedience there will be blessings and where there is continued disobedience there will be judgment.
The incentive of future blessings is held out to the present as reason for repenting and living a heart-emanating kind, compassionate and righteous life. So here we have the assurance of full kingdom blessing for Zion and Jerusalem. 
When sin marred the perfect world of Adam and Eve and put them in hopeless situation, God promised them hope of the coming of the Messiah who would redeem them. This hope was kept alive throughout the Old Testament till God sent Heaven’s best gift in its fulfillment - the birth of Jesus. Let us dive into our study and learn more of this Heaven’s best gift!

The Robe of a Jew: (Zechariah 8)
God has always desired that His chosen people will be witnesses to the surrounding nations. They were to witness how God had cared for them, how He had fed them, and how He had protected them among these heathen nations. 
Thus, in Zechariah 8 His plan for the safety of Jerusalem and its inhabitants is revealed. In Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 288, 289 Ellen White writes, ‘God desired to make of His people Israel a praise and a glory. Every spiritual advantage was given them. God withheld from them nothing favorable to the formation of character that would make them representatives of Himself.’ … The glory of God, His majesty and power, were to be revealed in all their prosperity. They were to be a kingdom of priests and princes. God furnished them with every facility for becoming the greatest nation on the earth.’ 
Thus to fulfill these plan Zechariah was shown by God that the day would come when a multitude of people from many cities and nations would go up to Jerusalem to pray and seek the Lord. Today, we as spiritual Israel are to carry the light of salvation to the ends of the earth and become a great blessing to the world. 
The King of Peace:  (Zechariah 9)
 During the biblical times, rejoicing and shouting for joy was associated with the celebration of God as king (Psalm 47, 96, 98). John portrays this beautifully when Jesus triumphantly rode a donkey into Jerusalem only days before His death; a great number of people cheered His coming.
 John 12:13-15 “They took palm branches and went out to meet him, shouting, “Hosanna! “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Blessed is the King of Israel!” Jesus found a young donkey and sat upon it, as it is written, “Do not be afraid, O Daughter of Zion; see, your king is coming, seated on a donkey’s colt.” 
Question: Why was the donkey used for a ride for Jesus and not a horse? “Christ was following the Jewish custom for a royal entry. The animal on which He rode was that ridden by the kings of Israel, and prophecy had foretold thus the Messiah should come to His kingdom. No sooner was He seated upon the colt than a loud shout of triumph rent the air. The multitude hailed Him as Messiah, their king. Jesus now accepted the homage which He had never before permitted, and the disciples received this as proof that their glad hopes were to be realized by seeing Him established on the throne. The multitude was convinced that the hour of their emancipation was at hand.” – Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 570.
Secondly, horses were used for war and conquest. 

The One Pierced: (Zechariah 12:10)
Question: Who is this ‘Pierced One’ and to whom does the passage ‘And they also which pierced Him’ refer to? The phrase ‘Pierced One’ points to the experience of the Messiah. It is talking about Jesus and His death on the cross. 
"And they also which pierced Him." These words apply not only to the men who pierced Christ when He hung on the cross of Calvary, but to those who by evil-speaking and wrong-doing are piercing Him today. Daily He suffers the agonies of the crucifixion. Daily men and women are piercing Him by dishonoring Him, by refusing to do His will.” - Signs of the Times, October 28, 1889.  
The Good Shepherd: 

Numerous references to the Messiah and the messianic prophecies has been made through Zechariah. Many Jewish and Christian readers have understood that these passages apply to the life and ministry of Jesus Christ: the triumphant yet peaceful King (Zech. 9:9), the One who was pierced (Zech. 12:10), the Shepherd who was struck down (Zech. 13:7). 
Throughout the Bible the image of God as the shepherd is found in many places. Through Ezekiel, God rebuked the irresponsible shepherds of His people and promised to search for the lost sheep and take care of them. Jesus applied these words to Himself, and declared that He is the Good Shepherd who lays down His life for the sheep (John 10:11). 
Christ, in his relation to his people, is compared to a shepherd. He saw, after the fall, his sheep in a pitiable condition, exposed to sure destruction. He left the honors and glories of his father's house to become a shepherd, to save the miserable, wandering sheep, who were ready to perish. -  Signs of the Times, May 1, 1879. 
Jesus is the Good Shepherd who has given his life for the sheep. 

King of the whole World: (Zechariah 14)

‘You need to be prepared for days like these.’ Paul writes to Timothy in 2 Timothy 3:1 ‘But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come’. Jesus spoke along the same lines when He spoke to His disciples in Matt. 24 about the end of the age. After describing world wars, deadly plagues, persecution, and earthquakes, He adds Matthew 24:8 ‘All these are the beginning of sorrows.’ Whatever else the Bible says, one thing it makes very clear: living in the last days is not all fun and games. God always shoots straight with us. He wants us to be ready for days like this. 
In the last chapter of his book, Zechariah describes a day when all unrepentant nations will gather themselves against Jerusalem. He announced the coming of the Messiah. The new Jerusalem will rejoice and adorn in its glory, filled with people, and will be secure. He then concludes that ‘the Lord shall reign forever and ever’ (Exodus 15:18). 
Though Zechariah’s Messianic prophecies can be challenging and sometimes unknowable, the main thrust is clear: Christ is coming. It is interesting, though, that the prophets Isaiah and Zechariah have more to say about the coming Messiah than any other Old Testament prophets.
Zechariah’s glorious prophecies teach us that the ultimate fulfillment of these predictions will take place in the New Jerusalem, where God’s people from everywhere will come together and worship Him forever. It will be a day of rejoicing! 

Let us be encouraged by the thought that the Lord is soon to come. Let this hope gladden our hearts. "Yet a little while, and He that shall come will come, and will not tarry." Hebrews 10:37. Blessed are those servants who, when their Lord comes, shall be found watching! 
God Bless You!!!
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