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Lesson – 12 (Qtr – 3, 2018)   Confinement in Caesarea 

Scripture Texts: - Acts 24-26; 1 Corinthians 1:23.
Introduction: - After his arrest, Paul was transferred by that secret group to Caesarea which was the beautiful palace headquarters for the Roman governor located on the northern coast of Palestine, facing the Mediterranean Sea. It was originally built by Herod the Great in honor of Caesar Augustus who had helped him so much in becoming king over Judea. As we will see, during those two years of house arrest in Caesarea Maritima, Paul gave three main defenses: (1) Before Felix, (2) Before Festus, and (3) Before Festus and King Herod Agrippa II and his sister, Bernice. Thus was fulfilled the prophecy given to Ananias for Paul that he would testify before kings. (Acts 9:15)
A  Before Felix. Acts 24.

· Accusation and defense.

· Ananias the High Priest hired a lawyer, Tertullus, to accuse Paul before Felix, the governor that:

(1) Paul was encouraging rebellion among the Jews. (No) (Acts 24:5)
(2) He was the leader of the sect of the Nazarenes. (Yes) 
(3) He had tried to profane the Temple. (No) (Acts 24:6)
· Paul only acknowledged the second “accusation”, although Christianity was not illegal at the time. He explained that he was being accused of preaching the resurrection of Jesus. He was trying to live mercifully before God and men.
· Unfortunately, there is no evidence that any of the Christian leaders from Jerusalem or any other part of Judea or Galilee went to try to help Paul during those years. 
B  Before Festus. Acts 25:1-12.
Porcius Festus became the governor of Judea in A.D. 59 or 60 and remained until A.D. 62. When he arrived, Paul was still in prison. 
· Political issues.

· Paul’s defense was simple: “I have done nothing wrong against the Jewish law or against the temple or against Caesar.” (Acts 25:8 NIV)

· Festus offered Paul a Jewish judgment. This was a political move in favor of the Jews.

· Paul appealed unto the highest Roman court: Caesar (Nero!) As a Roman citizen, he had that right and would also spare him from death sentence. 
C  Before Agrippa. Acts 25:13-26:32.
Herod Agrippa II along with his sister Bernice arrived in Caesarea to visit Festus, apparently to welcome him to his new position. 
· King Agrippa and Bernice.

· Believing in the resurrection of Jesus was madness to Festus, but not a crime. What should the accusation before Nero against Paul be?
· Herod Agrippa II and Bernice came, and Festus asked for their advice.

· They came with great pomp, concealing the troubled relationship between their family and Jesus.
· Herod Agrippa II (Hebrew: [Hebrew characters are deleted]) (AD 27/28 [1] – c. 92 or 100 [1][2] ) officially named Marcus Julius Agrippa and sometimes shortened to Agrippa, was the eighth and last ruler of Judea from the Herodian dynasty. He was the fifth to bear the title of King of the Jews, but in practice he ruled as a Roman client. Agrippa was overthrown by his Jewish subjects in 66 and supported the Roman side in the First Jewish–Roman War. [His territory was called Chalcis, similar to that of Herod Phillip. 
· Paul’s speech.

· Paul knew that Agrippa could understand his speech, because he was a Jew and knew the history of Jesus.

· Paul’s speech was more than a defense. It was also a testimony and a call:

(1) He told his story of being a zealous Pharisee persecuting the Christian Church 
(v. 4-11)

(2) He told his conversion, and the mission Jesus commanded him to fulfill 
(v. 12-18)

(3) He denied that he had broken any Jewish law, and he introduced the Messiah 
(v. 19-23)
(4) Basically, Paul’s defense his life in three parts: 

a. In Acts 26:4-11, Paul described his life as a former-Pharisee and persecutor of Christians.

b. In Acts 26:12-18, he described how his life changed as a result of that bolt of light that hit him on the road to Damascus.

c. In Acts 26:19-23, Paul made it clear that, at least in his opinion, he had no choice but to follow the directions given to him by God Himself. 
2. Clearly, Paul’s address at that time was especially to Agrippa. But, Festus was again the first to react saying: “‘You are mad, Paul! Your great learning is driving you mad!’” (Acts 26:24, GNB) Paul responded with Acts 26:25-26, affirming that what he had stated about the rising from the dead was in agreement with the Hebrew prophets of the Old Testament. 

· Agrippa’s response.
Paul talked with King Agrippa II, asking the question that put Agrippa in a very difficult position. As a Jew he could not deny that he believed in the Scriptures. But, if he had said, “Yes” to Paul’s assertions, he would have had to accept Jesus as the Messiah. So, he came up with a clever escape: “In this short time do you think you will make me a Christian?” 
· Paul was not worried about being released from his physical chains. He wanted to release his audience from their chains of sin.

· Vanity? Arrogance? Fear of losing his position? Almost saved!... but lost.

· Don’t let anything stop you from surrendering your life to Jesus.
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