Lesson – 12                                   September 22, 2012                                Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 12 The Antichrist
Read for your study: 2 Thess. 2:1-12, Matt. 24:1-14, Zech. 3:1, Dan. 8:8-11, Acts 2:22.
Memory Text: “Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction” (2 Thessalonians 2:3, ESV).
Introduction: Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians was written for their encouragement as well as exhortation. In his letter he clearly explained of what he believed will happen at the end of this earth’s history. However, in the beginning of his second letter to the Thessalonians, he reiterates about “the coming of our Lord” (1Thessalonians 4:15), “the gathering” (1 Thessalonians 4:17), and “the day of the Lord” (1Thessalonians 5:2). This indicates that 2 Thessalonians was written primarily as a correction to misunderstandings that the Thessalonians had developed following Paul’s first letter. 
Question: What was it that the Thessalonians had misunderstood or believed? It seems that they believed in two mistaken ideas. First, that the coming of Christ had already taken place in some secret or mysterious way; second, that the coming of Christ would take place during Paul’s lifetime. Thus, the Thessalonians were looking for the second coming in the very near future and that they were in the final events and final days of its fulfillment. Paul’s response was “Not so fast!” until some detail things which must happen before the second coming can take place. But, before that happens, “the man of lawlessness” or “the final rebellion” must take place. But, for the time being, the wicked one is restrained.
During our time, we may have come across a lot of speculation about the antichrist, who he is or who he might be. What will he look like? How will he behave? We must have a clear understanding of this lest we might be swept away with flood of false rumors and misleading interpretations. So, let us dive into our study and learn! 
The Problem: Paul doesn’t mention the problem in his letter but it seems that he perceived the problem and thus addressed it mentioning that there was some false rumors among them about the specific time of the second coming of Christ or has already come (2 Thessalonians 2:2).This misunderstanding had come due to some false ideas or misinterpretation that had taken root among them. Such ideas can happen even today where people set dates of the second coming or give their ideas of understanding and interpretation of the Scriptures. But we must keep all of Scripture in mind and keep things in balance. It is very easy to get carried away with rumors floating around but we must weigh every idea, every teaching, and every interpretation in the light of the Word. 
Aren’t we glad that the Thessalonians had this misunderstanding so that Paul wrote this second letter to us with more details? 
Paul’s Short Answer: 
Question: What does Paul tell us about “the man of sin” in 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4? 
First of all Paul tells “Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.” 

There must be an apostasy first. It is described as a revelation of “the man of lawlessness,” sometimes called “the son of destruction.” What does this man of lawlessness do? “He will oppose every so called god or object of worship and will put himself above them all. He will even go in and sit down in God’s Temple and claim to be God.” 

In 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, the antichrist is described as the "man of sin," or "son of perdition." Here Paul, like John, is also warning believers about the antichrist's ability to deceive. 
1 John 4:1-3 says, "Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world."  By the end times, many will easily be deceived and embrace the antichrist because his spirit will already dwell within the world.

The NIV makes it clearer that a time of rebellion will come prior to Christ's return and then the "man of lawlessness, the man doomed to destruction" will be revealed. The antichrist eventually will exalt himself above God to be worshiped in the Lord's Temple, proclaiming himself to be God. Verses 9 and 10 say that the antichrist will do counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, to gain a following and deceive many.
Question: Who is this person opposing God? And where do all these expressions come from? 
The name Shaitan in Hebrew or Satan in English means “the adversary” or “opponent” and is used specifically in Zechariah 3:1 to refer to Satan. The little horn of Daniel 8 tried to exalt himself above God and take God’s place in the heavenly temple. Satan himself has tried to claim a position among the gods, even rising above God Himself in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. A parallel passage is found in Daniel 11:36-39. So, Paul’s description of what this lawless man is going to do comes straight out of the Old Testament. 
Question: Who is the restrainer and what is he holding back? The author states that this restraining power was present in Paul’s day upholding the law or (the power that restrains lawlessness, vs. 7); it is on a divine time mission; and it is powerful enough to restrain the working of Satan (vs. 9). 
The events leading up to the Second Coming follow from the final proclamation of the gospel (Matt. 24:14; Mark 13:10; Rev. 14:6, 7). In this case, then, it’s possible that God Himself is the Restrainer Paul is talking about, holding the final events back until everyone has had a chance to hear the gospel, points the author. 

Thought Question: How much restraining do we need in our lives when tempted? 
The Antichrist Revealed: 
Question: Who is the Antichrist? How can a lover of Christ identify him? What will he look like? How will he behave? Where will his headquarters be located? All these burning questions come to our minds when we study about the second coming of Christ in relation to the final events of the end of world history. 
The confessions of Reformed churches say very little about Antichrist. Except for passing references, one finds very little on eschatology (the doctrine of the last things) in the Reformed confessions, and nothing in The Three Forms of Unity (Heidelberg Catechism, Belgic Confession, and Canons of Dort) about Antichrist. This is not due to lack of firm positions on eschatology at the time the confessions were written (between AD 1563 and 1619) but to this, that eschatology was not one of the vital issues of the Reformation. 

Nevertheless, the Reformers themselves had a good deal to say about Antichrist, though not systematically, but throughout the whole of their writings. A treatise of Martin Luther written shortly before his death in 1546 was entitled, "Against the Roman Papacy; an Institution of the Devil." Luther began the holy tirade thus:
"The Most Hellish Father, Saint Paul III, in his supposed capacity as the bishop of the Roman church..."(Luther's Works, Fortress Press, Volume 41, pg 263). In that treatise he says that the pope is "the head of the accursed church of all the worst scoundrels on earth, a vicar of the devil, an enemy of God, an adversary of Christ, a destroyer of Christ's churches, a teacher of lies... a brothel-keeper over all brothel-keepers and all vermin, even that which cannot be named; an Antichrist..." (ibid., page 357-358).
In Calvin's treatise of AD 1544 entitled "The Necessity of Reforming the Church" (Selected Works of John Calvin, Volume 1, part 1, Tracts, Baker: 1983), Calvin says, "I deny that See (the Roman Catholic's throne of authority: BLG) to be Apostolically, wherein naught is seen but a shocking apostasy -- I deny him to be the Vicar of Christ, who, in furiously persecuting the gospel, demonstrates by his conduct that he is Antichrist..."(pp. 219, 220). 

The Westminster Confession, Presbyterian creed of the next century, includes an article in which it boldly identifies the pope as Antichrist.
"There is no other head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ. Nor can the pope of Rome in any sense be head thereof; but is that Antichrist, that man of sin and son of perdition that exalteth himself in the church against Christ and all that is called God" (chapter 25, art. 6).

His Identity: Scripture teaches Antichrist to be a political, religious, individual, yet to come in the future (as of this writing), who is opposed to God and God's Christ and God's church. 
The name "antichrist" is only found in 1 John 2:18, 2:22, 4:3, and 2 John 7. The Apostle John was the only Bible writer to use the name antichrist.  Studying these verses, we learn that many antichrists (false teachers) will appear between the time of Christ's first and Second Coming, but there will be one great antichrist who will rise to power during the end times, or "last hour," as 1 John phrases it. He will deny that Jesus is the Christ. He will deny both God the Father and God the Son. He will be a liar and a deceiver. 
Antichrist is a false Christ, according to Matthew 24:24. He claims to be anointed by God with the Holy Spirit and claims to be qualified to do the work in God's name of redeeming God's people and renewing the creation. But he is not. He is a liar. His claims are false. He is a false Christ.
The name Christ is the Greek translation of the Hebrew Messiah, whom the Jews expected to come in God's name to save them. The Messiah, or Christ, is the one anointed by God and qualified to carry out a certain work in God's name. Christ's work is to redeem God's people from sin and death by His own death, and to renew God's creation as a creation of righteousness and peace. The man Jesus of Nazareth is this Christ. He is God's anointed, the servant of Jehovah. He is qualified to do the work of redeeming God's people and renewing creation. The confession of the church down through the ages is, "Jesus is the Christ."

The key passages are Daniel 7, 8, 11; Matthew 24; II Thessalonians 2; and Revelation 13, 17 and 18 -- where Antichrist is referred to as a beast, a little horn, a false Christ, that wicked one, and the man of sin. 

His Purpose: Antichrist's purpose is to destroy the saints, God's elect. And here we get to the heart of the matter. The man Antichrist, indwelt by Satan's spirit, is opposed to God and opposed to Jesus His Christ. With a hatred that can be traced back to the fall of the angels prior to Genesis 3, he despises God and God's cause in Jesus. But he cannot touch God because God cast him out of heaven, according to Revelation 12; and he cannot touch God's Christ, because Jesus was caught up into heaven. So the only thing that remains for him to do is to breathe his fire on the seed of the woman, the Church of Christ. Revelation 12 describes this church as the "remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." In Matthew 24 they are described as the "elect" of God. 

His Methods: Antichrist goes about his business by speaking the lie. 2 Thessalonians 2 says that he comes "with all deceivableness of unrighteousness." Revelation 13:12 says, "And he spoke as a dragon...." Revelation 17 tells us that he was a false prophet, a prophet being one whose calling it is to speak and to teach. 

He will use every tool available: school teachers, politicians, news broadcasters, artists, musicians, scientists and doctors, lawyers and businessmen. All will be put into the service of Antichrist to deceive men. But especially he will use those whose calling it is to persuade and to teach -- men who claim to be preachers of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Truth and Lies: The critical danger for the church today is exactly the reality called Antichrist. He will perform all kinds of false miracles and wonders and use every kind of wicked deceit on those who will perish. And they will believe those lies. In 2 Thessalonians 2:11 Paul states very directly, “God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie” 
Question: Why does God allow so many to be deceived? Satan has accused God of being unreasonable, a bully, and a deceiver. In the final crisis of earth’s history, God “sends” a delusion upon the wicked, not because He lies but because He allows the wicked to choose lies over truth and, thus, expose the outworking of decisions that they have already made (2 Thess. 2:12). He simply allows them to bear the fruits of their wrong actions. The events of the end time clearly expose the mind and character of Satan and his followers for all to see. The process of delusion begins when people reject the gospel of Jesus Christ, says the author. 
In Conclusion, God's call to His people is to oppose the Antichrist now. Thus, Matthew 24 can warn of "false Christs" and can say that many shall come in Jesus' name saying, "I am Christ." This also explains how Paul can say in 2Thessalonians 2 that the mystery of iniquity is working. Even as Paul wrote that letter, the mystery of iniquity was active in the world, preparing the way for the final Antichrist and his work. 
Revelation 13:3, 4, 7, 8 suggests that almost the entire population of the world will follow after Satan. And the only way we can avoid that fate is to become “lovers of the truth” by studying our Bibles and praying more than watching television or movies or being entertained? 
Satan has always claimed that if God would step back and let him take control, he could run a better universe! Notice some very significant words from Ellen White about what is going to happen near the end. “As the crowning act in the great drama of deception, Satan himself will personate Christ…” We must remember that the crucial issue of the last days is not the timing of events or even all the details, but which side of the great controversy we choose to be on! 
In the end, Antichrist will be destroyed, and Jesus Christ will reign!
God Bless You!!!
1

