Lesson – 12                                      December 21, 2013                               Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 12 The Cosmic Conflict over God’s Character 
Read for your Study: -Ezek. 28:12–17, Isa. 14:12–15, Job 1:6–12, Zech. 3:1–5, 1 John 4:10, 2 Tim. 4:8, Ezek. 36:23–27.
Memory Text: -“And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgements” (Revelation 16:7).
Introduction: - Mahatma Gandhi once said, “God is light, not darkness. God is love, not hate. God is truth, not untruth. God alone is great… God rules even where Satan seems to hold sway, because the latter exists only on God’s sufferance.” This is how he expressed God’s character. 
Almost every religion and even many secular books acknowledge and talk about a cosmic - conflict between good and evil. Many religions have diverse multiple gods, some of whom are good and some of whom are evil. They offer prayers to the good gods to get their blessing and try to appease the evil gods to avoid their judgments or punishment. But, the Jews first, then Christians, and then Muslims became great monotheistic religions, believing that there is only one God. And what is that God like? Unfortunately, many ideas and teachings even of these monotheistic religions have implied that God is angry and must be appeased. 
As we begin to explore into the creation story in Genesis, it leaves an impression that all was well in the universe when God created our world. Strangely, we need to read through all sixty-six books of the Bible before arriving at the “war in heaven” as described in the book of Revelation. 
This week’s lesson talks about a Cosmic Conflict sometimes called the great controversy over God’s Character and government. Expanding on this theme Ellen White wrote five important books – the Conflict of the Ages series: Patriarchs and Prophets, Prophets and Kings, The Desire of Ages, Acts of the Apostles, and The Great Controversy. How do we know that this war began before the creation account? Why is it even important whether we place the heavenly conflict before or after the rebellion of Adam and Eve? Let us dive into our study and learn! 
Revolt in the Heavenly Sanctuary: - Before there was ‘war in heaven’, there was peace and harmony in heaven—a time when God and the angelic population lived together in perfect love and harmony. If we stretch our minds further, perhaps we can even imagine that there was a time before the creation of angels—a time when only God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit existed. Based on the picture the Bible provides concerning the Trinity, we can piece together how these three members of the Godhead related to one another even prior to the creation of intelligent beings external to themselves. This will be helpful as we seek to understand what it was that broke the harmony of God’s universe.
Revelation 12:1-12; Isaiah 14:12-15; and Ezekiel 28:12-19 tells us that Lucifer was created perfect and blameless. He was, in fact, a light-bearer for God, actually bearing one of the names of God given to him by God. He was an anointed, covering cherub, standing beside the throne of God in heaven (Ezekiel 28:14). He is described as walking amidst the stones of fire and covered with gems. (The covering of precious stones described in verse 13 contains nine stones that are also found in the high priestly breast garment (Exod. 39:10–13); thus even here we have more references to the sanctuary.) But, he became proud because of his beauty. He wanted to be equal with God or even superior to God; and thus, he was cast from the “stones of fire” down to this earth, and he managed to take a third of the angels with him. He was in Eden, the garden of God. 
Isaiah 14:13 narrates how Lucifer began the conspiracy quietly against God. Isaiah said, “You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of Mount Zaphon.” He wanted to have the power of God and the abilities of God; but, he tried to do that without having the character of love necessary to be God or having the nature of God. Thus, sin began in God’s family. 
The Accusations: - After his fall from heaven, Satan attempted to distort and slander God’s character. He did this in Eden (Gen. 3:1–5), in the midst of the first “sanctuary” on earth. He openly planted the idea in Eve’s mind that God was depriving them of something that would be good for them, that He was holding something back that they should have. In this way, he was misrepresenting God’s character and accusing God of lying. 
In the context of the ideal relationship between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, we have to wonder why God decided to create free beings if there was even a possibility of rebellion and the destruction of peace and harmony. 
The Bible pictures God not as a distant being, but as someone who desires relationship. Speaking to the Father, Jesus said that “Eternal life means to know you” (John 17:3). The words to know highlight intimacy with His creatures in the same way that “Adam knew Eve” (Genesis 4:1 KJV, emphasis provided) when they had a son. The marriage metaphor is frequently used as a way to describe what God desires with each one of us. The book of Revelation suggests that when everything is made right once again, we will experience something like the consummation of a marriage as we become reunited with God. 

God is a social being who longs and seeks a relationship with intelligent creatures who not only have the ability to offer His kind of love in return, but who can also refuse and say no to a loving relationship. 

Misrepresenting God is the primary method of the Adversary. “From the beginning it has been Satan’s studied plan to cause men to forget God that he might secure them to himself. Hence he has sought to misrepresent the character of God, to lead men to cherish a false conception of Him. The Creator has been presented to their minds as clothed with the attributes of the prince of evil himself,–as arbitrary, severe, and unforgiving,–that He might be feared, shunned, and even hated by men” (E. G. White, “Acquaint Now Thyself With Him,” Review and Herald, February 15, 1912). 

Many years later, we read about Satan’s activities in Job 1:6-12 and 2:1-9. Satan, claiming to be the head of this earth, appeared in the courts of heaven to represent this earth. He has always been the accuser of God and His people; (Zechariah 3:1-5; Revelation 12:10) and in the book of Job, we see him in action. God pronounced Job “perfect and upright.” Satan accused God of not being capable of correctly judging character. And we know the rest of the story how Satan tried everything possible to turn Job against God, but suffered failure. 
In the case of the high priest Joshua (a sanctuary motif) and of other believers (Rev. 12:10), Ellen G. White says that Satan “is accusing the children of God, and making their case appear as desperate as possible. He presents before the Lord their evil doings and their defects.”—Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 167. 

Have you ever wondered why God allowed some bad thing to happen in your life? How do you reconcile the negative things that happen with your understanding of God’s character?

Vindication at the Cross: - God is just and He advocates justice to all. His justice demands a ransom, a payment for the sins of mankind. And that payment is death. But God also loves for ‘God is love’ (1 John 4:8) and His love seek to restore man into His fellowship. How can God accomplish and demonstrate both His love and justice?  
Romans 8:3 tells us that God sent His Son to deal with sin. God put His reputation and the fate of the universe in the life, mission, and death of Jesus Christ all the way to the cross. (Romans 3:1-4, 21-26). It was at the cross that God’s love and justice was revealed because Jesus’ death was substitutionary. He died for us, in our stead, so that we don’t have to die. Christ’s sacrificial death is a demonstration of God’s righteousness so “that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus” (Rom. 3:26). 
Behind the scenes, it has been always Satan’s devious attempt to plant in human minds the picture of a cruel and unloving God. It is important that we recognize that this has been Satan’s method of operation from the beginning of the war in heaven to our current day. But God’s priority in the great controversy is to save man. 
‘The reason why it seems so difficult to win souls for Christ, is that Satan is continually engaged in misrepresenting the character of God to the human mind. Christ came to reveal the Father to the world in his true character, that the false conceptions which men entertained of the divine character might be swept away (E. G. White, “Gospel Hearers,” Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, May 31, 1892).
Vindication in the judgement: - Scriptures tell us that God’s judgement is good news for all those who believe in Him, who trusts in Him, and who are loyal to Him, even though “we cannot answer the charges of Satan against us.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 5, p. 472. His judgement is not only for us but also serves the purpose of vindicating God before the entire universe. God’s character is revealed in His judgments. Abraham rightly said way back in Genesis 18:25 that, “The judge of all the earth must deal justly.” 

Towards the end of this world’s history, there will be three phases of judgement that will vindicate God’s righteousness. In the pre-advent judgment, the rest of the universe agrees that God has judged righteously and fairly. The righteous will be taken to heaven during the millennial period and will confirm that statement. And finally, at the third coming following the crowning of Jesus Christ high above the New Jerusalem and the panoramic scene depicted in Great Controversy 666-668, even Satan himself will bow and admit that God’s judgments have been righteous. (Philippians 2:5-11) Even Satan will finally bow and admit not only God’s superior power but also God’s justice, righteousness, and fairness in recognizing the supremacy of Christ. (Great Controversy 670,671)

God desires to bring transformation among His people. Ezekiel says He will cleanse them (vs.25) and give them a new heart and a new spirit (vs. 26), so that they will become holy people who will follow God’s commandments. 
God’s character was vindicated at the cross. Ellen G. White says, “Satan saw that his disguise was torn away. His administration was laid open before the unfallen angels and before the heavenly universe. He had revealed himself as a murderer. By shedding the blood of the Son of God, he had uprooted himself from the sympathies of the heavenly beings.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 761. 

The issues in the Cosmic Conflict were not over God’s power, but over God’s character and the nature of His government. Thus, Jesus came as the pure bright light manifestation of God’s character and Kingdom and was subjected to all of the inherent weaknesses of the flesh, including the ability to be tempted. 

Jesus was victorious, and Satan was exposed! He refused every temptation and vindicated the character of God and the nature of God’s Kingdom: “And on that cross Christ freed himself from the power of the spiritual rulers and authorities; he made a public spectacle of them by leading them as captives in his victory procession” (Colossians 2:15). 

In Jesus’ life on earth, His death on the cross, and His resurrection, we see demonstrated the contrast between Satan’s way and God’s way. There, Satan’s accusations against God were proved false, and God is seen to be the trustworthy, loving heavenly Father that He really is. He is not a selfish God. (Paul Heubach, Make It Plain: The Plan of Salvation Made Simple [Nashville, TN: Southern Publishing Association, 1980], p. 54) 
God Bless You!!!
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