Lesson – 12                                       March 22, 2014                                         Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 12 The Harvest and the Harvesters
Read for your study: - Jn. 1:40-46, 4:28-30, Luke 24:4-53, Acts 1:6-8,Matt. 9:36-38, Luke 15.
Memory Text: - Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples. (John 15:8)
Introduction: - Jesus said, “The harvest truly is plenty but the labourers are few...” There are people to reach; there is a work to be done. And the danger of the church of present time is that we don’t see this as the most important work. Most everything else comes before this work, of reaching these with the Word of God. 
When Jesus looked at the crowd that followed Him, He found Himself in a similar situation and had compassion on them and saw their needs. He knew what they were lacking. Thus he told His disciples that ‘the harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.’ 
In this lesson we will continue to learn how Jesus prepared His disciples to carry on the great commission that was given to them of making disciples! Let us dive into our study and learn!

Beggar’s Bread: - Jesus instructed His first followers about witnessing. He taught them and gave them His own personal example; and then, He told them to go out and do the same. They went about fulfilling His commission, and they were blessed by God. Later, when Jesus had to return to heaven, He left the Holy Spirit to support, encourage and guide them and to guide us to do the same. 
What is evangelism and how is it accomplished? Evangelism has been defined as “beggars telling other beggars where to find bread.”  It simply means that when we have become true Christians ourselves, we can help others to become Christians to help them know Christ. Now this may involve several things: Bible study, prayer, witnessing or service, and recognizing that the Holy Spirit is to use us to share what we have learned. 
When Andrew met Jesus, he very quickly went to find his brother Peter and to tell him the good news. Couldn’t any of us have done that? Do we think that telling the good news is an urgent task? 
When Jesus Urged Patience: - In Luke 24:47-53 we are told that while Jesus was instructing His disciples about making disciples, He told them to ‘stay in the city until they have been clothed with the power of the Holy Spirit.’ In other words He asked them to wait for the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
Why do we need to wait for the Holy Spirit? Is it because the Holy Spirit is not ready? Certainly not! He wants us to prepare ourselves before we can receive the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit will use us when we are properly prepared to receive. We need to continually and completely depend upon the Holy spirit because he is our helper and guide.  
During His lifetime here on this earth, Jesus demonstrated a complete dependence upon His Father and the Holy Spirit. Are we prepared to show such complete dependence on the Holy Spirit? It is very difficult for us as selfish human beings to admit that we are completely dependent. But we must always be willing to be patient. 
Paul was ready to enter Bithynia. But, the Holy Spirit told him to go to Macedonia instead. How does the Holy Spirit want to guide us in our day? How can we learn and teach patience and the willingness to wait on the Lord? 
Exercising Authority: - Mark 6:7-13 tells us that Jesus called the twelve disciples to him. Then ‘He sent them out two by two and gave them authority over the impure spirits.’ He sent them to places where He had already gone and had prepared the ground. He told them to heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse lepers, and cast out demons. He gave all of them the “keys to the kingdom of heaven.” What are the keys of the kingdom of heaven? 
Handing away the keys to someone is an expression of giving someone an authority on your behalf. Here, the giving away of the ‘keys of the kingdom’ means that Jesus gave them authority to do things on His behalf. 

Ellen White writes, “The keys of the kingdom of heaven are the words of Christ. All the words of Holy Scripture are His, and are here included. These words have power to open and to shut heaven. They declare the conditions upon which men are received or rejected. Thus the work of those who preach God’s word is a savor of life unto life or of death unto death. Theirs is a mission weighted with eternal results.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, pp. 413.6-414.1

Labourers for the Harvest: - In Matthew 9:35-38 we read that when Jesus saw the multitudes, He had compassion (pity) for them. He said that ‘the harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few.’ When we look at this passage we may ponder on few points:
Firstly, the word compassion means to be moved to love, mercy and pity. In other words, he did not see them but he saw their need. They fainted and were scattered abroad just like sheep without a shepherd. He saw that they would soon run out of pasture and starve and that they would get lost and caught in some thicket and die. And in the meantime they were helpless. The pleasures will run out, the good times will run out. 
Do we see people like that? And do we pity them? Do we feel compassion for them? That is our need, to feel compassion because of their need. 
Secondly, we may see the potential of the harvest! Jesus says that harvest is truly plenteous. Jesus saw the potential. Jesus did not focus on the hopelessness of the situation but he focused on hope. He saw the lost being saved. He saw sinners becoming saints. He saw the guilty being set free. He saw the unforgiven being forgiven. Instead of moaning and groaning about the bad state of affairs he magnified the expectancy and hopefulness that is anticipated in the harvest. 

Do we see those around us as potential saints? But where there is a lost soul and where grace still reigns supreme, there is hope and there is a potential saint. No matter how “good” or how “bad” they are, there is potential. Let’s not let the past seasons of fruitfulness cause us to not see the hope in this harvest. What a harvest it would be if we as God’s labourers look for than potential! What an opportunity to see the potential.
Thirdly, we may see the problem of the harvest! The harvest is plenteous so what is the problem? The problem is “but the laborers are few.” Not many are interested and involved in gathering the harvest. 
Do you know why reapers are few? Because it involves hard labour. Jesus does not say witnesses are few, but he says labourers are few. Reaping a harvest among sinners is hard work. It will cost some effort and some time. It is not easy work. You have to roll up your sleeves, you have to sweat a little, and you have to get dirty. And few are willing to do that. 
We must remember that every one of us is given a task or tasks to do. Sometimes, church leaders suggest that only certain people are capable of doing the task. And keep away many talented people who could be in the labour force of God. Many talents are wasted this way. But, Jesus sent out all of His disciples–even Judas–to evangelize Galilee! Don’t we all have talents? 
Lastly, we see that Jesus says, “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest.” The first thing to do is pray. Why must we pray? Because this is the Lord’s work. What is impossible with men is possible with God. If there is going to be a great reaping of the harvest it will because of God. The harvest we want is impossible with us. The new birth is a miracle. It is based on God’s power. Only he can heal the lame, only he can raise the dead, only he can heal sickness, only he can cause dead ears to hear; only he can cause the mute to speak. It is His power and we must tap into that power. 
Throughout the gospels, Jesus encourages believers to become finders. He wants us to love and to reach out to the lost, regardless of the kind of people they are or the kind of lives they live. When we begin to feel compassion for others we will reach out to them. When we begin to feel the need to save others, we will reach out to them. 
Heaven rejoices if one soul is found and brought back into the fold! Do you honestly feel like a beggar ready to tell other beggars where to find the bread? Is your church more focused on maintaining and caring for itself? Or, more focused on reaching out to others?
God Bless You!!!
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