Lesson – 12                                    March 21, 2015                        Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 12 The Humility of the Wise 
Read for your study: - Prov. 30; Psalm 104:24; Job 38:1-40:2; Rev. 3:14-18; 1 Jn. 1:9

Memory Text: - “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” Matthew 5:3 NKJV

Introduction: - The Webster dictionary defines ‘humility’ as ‘the quality or state of not thinking you are better than other people: the quality or state of being humble’. Other synonyms are lowliness, meekness, submissiveness. 
The Jewish and Christian faiths share some of the core scriptural references pertaining to humility. There are many benefits of humility described in the Old Testament as honour, wisdom, prosperity, the protection of the Lord, and peace, and are shared by many faiths. 
C.S. Lewis writes, in Mere Christianity, that pride is the "anti-God" state, the position in which the ego and the self is directly opposed to God: "Unchastity, anger, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere fleabites in comparison: it was through Pride that the devil became the devil: Pride leads to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind.”  In contrast, Lewis states that, in Christian moral teaching, the opposite of pride is humility and, in his famous phrase, "Humility is not thinking less of yourself, but thinking of yourself less." 
As illustrated in the person of Moses, who led the nation of Hebrews out of slavery in Egypt and to the “Promised Land”, humility is a sign of Godly strength and purpose, not weakness. Of this great leader, the Bible states, “Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of the earth” (Numbers 12:3). 
What is implied by the idea that Moses–the great leader, prophet, and champion of the children of Israel–was the meekest man who ever lived? This lesson is about humility. What do we understand by this word? Let us dive into our lesson and learn! 

Who do you think you are: - Moses was a humble national leader who was chosen by God to lead His people! At what point do you think Moses became meek? 
About 700 years later after Moses and at a time of crisis, Micah the prophet wrote, “No, the LORD has told us what is good. What he requires of us is this: to do what is just, to show constant love, and to live in humble fellowship with our God.” Micah 6:8 
What does it mean “to live in humble fellowship with our God”? Does it mean a humble willingness to listen, learn, and serve? When choosing a national leader or a church leader, is one looking for meekness? 
Humility is a basic theme in the Bible. Exhortations to humility are found in many scriptural passages, such as, “Blessed are the meek”… (Matthew 5) "He who exalts himself will be humbled and he who humbles himself will be exalted" Matthew 23:12. 
James 4:6 tells us that ‘God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble’.  Jesus Christ is a true example of righteous humility as Peter writes, "Who, when he was reviled, did not revile: when he suffered, he threatened not: but delivered himself to him that judged him justly."1Peter 2:23 
In the writings of the ancient monarchs of the Near East, there was never any mention of humility for they always boasted of their wisdom, achievements, battles and military victories. In Daniel 4:30, Nebuchadnezzar boasted of his wisdom and achievement and was declared ‘foolish’ in the eyes of the Lord.  The Hebrew word for foolish is nabal, and we remember the story from 1 Samuel 25 of the foolish man with that name. 

Are we proud that we are Seventh-Day Adventists? Should we? Or just humbly say that we are the remnants whom God is preparing for His kingdom? 
A Knowledge of God: - The author writes that ‘pride arises in those who don’t know the Lord in a personal way.’ But those who commune with the Lord constantly will be humble. Moses, Job, Abraham, Lot and the other prophets are some good examples of being humble people. 
As human beings, we are prone to commit mistakes because our understanding is nothing before God. We must always bow in humility before God because He intimately knows all the facts already. He knows every detail of our thoughts, our motives, and our actions. Thus, we must not disrespect and dishonour God by questioning His authority and wisdom! 
The actions of the Arrogant: - As we have studied the fruits and blessings that humility brings, a lack of humility is dangerous and brings curses and trouble. Proverbs 30 gives a stern warning about the dangers that come from pride. 
What are some of the sins of the arrogant? 
· Cursing your parents (Prov. 30:11, 17)
· Self-righteousness (Prov. 30:12, 20) 
· Contempt (Prov. 30:13-14)
It is one of the sins of the teenage years to question the wisdom of parents. The parents who give us life and care for us when we are totally helpless need to be respected. Honouring and blessing one’s parents is the only commandment associated with the promise of life (Exod. 20:12; Eph. 6:2-3).In fact, Exodus 21:15, 17 tell us that the death penalty is appropriate for those who do not respect their parents. 

Compare Proverbs 30:11, 17 with Exodus 20:12 and Ephesians 6:2-3. Do we sometimes do some very bad things and then pretend like they never happened? Is that why confession of sin is one of the first steps in our return to God? 
Commenting on this issue, Ellen G. White writes, “Here is represented a people who pride themselves in their possession of spiritual knowledge and advantages. But they have not responded to the unmerited blessings that God has bestowed upon them. They have been full of rebellion, ingratitude, and forgetfulness of God; and still He has dealt with them as a loving, forgiving father deals with an ungrateful, wayward son. They have resisted His grace, abused His privileges, slighted His opportunities, and have been satisfied to sink down in contentment, in lamentable ingratitude, hollow formalism, and hypocritical insincerity. — Ellen G. White, Faith and Works, p. 83.

Another good example of pride is about the Laodiceans who lived in a very wealthy city. Laodicea had a medical school, banking and business, and two large theaters. Water was piped right into the city. That was amazing in ancient times. They produced a type of black wool that was famous in their day. But, God knew them very well, and He revealed to John that they needed something much better than what they had–God’s eye salve, gold, and white raiment. (Revelation 3:14-18).
What is our most important task in life? Our most important task in life is getting to know God. And how can we know God? It is by reading His word. We must love and respect His word. We must respect His divine wisdom and His creative power. We are told that God has two great books from which we are supposed to learn about Him: 

· The Bible

· The book of nature. 
There are many wonderful things that human beings have discovered about God’s creation. Solomon even suggested that we should “Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise.” (Proverbs 6:6, NKJV) If there are important lessons we can learn from the ant, what about the multitude of other creatures that we can study? Are we making adequate use of both? 
“We should reverence God’s word. For the printed volume we should show respect, never putting it to common uses, or handling it carelessly. And never should Scripture be quoted in a jest, or paraphrased to point a witty saying. “Every word of God is pure”; “as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.” Proverbs 30:5; Psalm 12:6.—Ellen G. White, Education 244.1. 

“The Lord can do nothing toward the recovery of man until, convinced of his own weakness, and stripped of all self-sufficiency, he yields himself to the control of God. Then he can receive the gift that God is waiting to bestow. From the soul that feels his need, nothing is withheld. He has unrestricted access to Him in whom all fullness dwells.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages 300.1. [Bold type is added.]
God Bless You!!!
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