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Lesson – 13 (Qtr – 3, 2018) Journey to Rome 

Scripture Texts:- Acts 27-28; Romans 1:18-20.
Introduction: - Paul has decided to take a final incredible journey from Caesarea Maritima to Rome. He had planned this journey from long time but he never imagined that it would be under such terrible times. 
Unfortunately, when arriving in Jerusalem, he yielded to peer pressure from the Jewish Christian leaders, and agreed to participate in that Jewish ceremony that resulted in his arrest. (Acts of the Apostles P. 405) Repeatedly, the Jews tried in every way they could think of to get Paul into their hands so they could kill him. They failed until Paul finally appealed to the emperor. As a Roman citizen, he had that right. While still a prisoner in Palestine, God had promised Paul that he would testify in Rome. (Acts 23:11) 

Thus, here in Rome, he had that opportunity to testify not only to the gentiles and Jews but to some “important figures in Caesar’s household.” (Philippians 4:22)
A  Adverse circumstances. Acts 27:1-26.

· Due to unfavorable circumstances, Paul advised the crew to delay the journey. The Roman centurion, Julius, appreciated Paul, but ignored his advice.

· They lost all hope during the storm, but Paul gave them a second message: an angel had told Paul that everyone would survive. They accepted Paul’s message this time.

B  Dangers at sea. Acts 27:27-44.

· God had promised that everyone would survive, but they also should cooperate:

· If the sailors ran away, everyone would die (v. 30-32)

· They had to take heart and eat something (v. 33-36)

· If the soldiers killed the prisoners, they wouldn’t survive (v. 42)

· They had to co-operate and help one another (v. 43-44)

· God fulfills His promises and co-operates with humans.

· The presence of a single Christian saved the lives of 276 people.
· If Paul and his friends had not been on that ship, do you think it would have gone down? Or, do you think Satan sent that storm to try to kill Paul and his companions? 
C  Courage in trials. Acts 28:1-10.

· While helping to light the bonfire, Paul was bitten by a very poisonous snake. However, its venom had no effect on him, which baffled the locals.

· There’s no evidence that Paul preached the Gospel in Malta, but we know he performed miracles of healing (Gospel in action).
· Paul found that Publius’s father was in bed sick with fever and dysentery, he went to the room of the father, prayed, placed his hands on him, and healed him. Sick people from all over the island came and were healed. 
D  Preparing for the trial. Acts 28:11-22.

· Paul got preferential treatment from the Roman authorities. They let him live under surveillance in a rented house.
· Not only Felix, but also Festus and Agrippa, had agreed among themselves that Paul was not guilty of anything for which he should receive the death penalty or be sent to Rome. 
· He called all the Jewish leaders to prepare for his trial before Caesar. He wanted to explain his innocence to them. They hadn’t received any news from Jerusalem, but they were willing to listen to the gospel that Paul was preaching.

E  Preaching the Gospel. Acts 28:23-31.

· Not all the Jews accepted the Gospel, so Paul preached to the Gentiles for two years.

· We know from Paul’s letters that he was aquitted by Nero and took a fourth missionary journey.

· Paul was arrested and taken to Nero again during that trip. This time he was beheaded.

· The book of Acts has no ending. It’s an open book and we’re the ones called to write the last chapter.

· Let’s take the torch of courageous Paul and continue the uninterrupted work of preaching the Gospel to the whole world.
· Christ has given to the church a sacred charge. Every member should be a channel through which God can communicate to the world the treasures of His grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ. There is nothing that the Saviour desires so much as agents who will represent to the world His Spirit and His character. There is nothing that the world needs so much as the manifestation through humanityof the Saviour’s love. All heaven is waiting for men and women through whom God can reveal the power of Christianity.—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles* 600.1. 
· Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession of the whole church so that everyone shall be working for Him according to his ability. When the members of the church of God do their appointed work in the needy fields at home and abroad, in fulfillment of the gospel commission, the whole world will soon be warned and the Lord Jesus will return to this earth with power and great glory.—Ibid.* 111.1. 
· To save souls should be the lifework of everyone who professes Christ. We are debtors to the world for the grace given us of God, for the light which has shone upon us, and for the discovered beauty and power of the truth.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church,* vol. 4, 53.1. 
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