Lesson – 13                                  December 24, 2011                             Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 13 The Gospel and the Church 
Read for your study: Gal. 6:1–10, Matt. 18:15–17, 1 Cor. 10:12, Rom. 15:1, John 13:34, Luke 22:3.
Memory Text: “So then, as we have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6

HYPERLINK "http://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+2:2":10, ESV).
Introduction: In this great spiritual war that we are fighting, there will always be casualties. From time to time, Satan’s fiery darts will sometimes pierce a brother’s armor and wound him. Some, including even our respected leaders, may fall into scandalous adulterous affair or some other shameful public disgrace, others may be arrested for crimes, yet others become unwed mothers, still others may sue divorce and break up marriages and homes. What do we do with these people, especially those who bring such reproach on the church and the cause of Christ? 
Honestly, we as Christians fall into sin. This is an unchangeable fact. Thankfully, it is the exception and not the rule. But it happens. 
In Matthew 7:12 Jesus spoke about the ‘Golden rule’. Jesus was not talking about Wall Street’s “golden rule”: “He who has the gold makes the rules!” But He was talking about loving your neighbour! Temptation, like a typhoon or whirlwind, can sweep a weak believer off his feet and send him tumbling. When this happens, what do the rest of us do? What is the Church suppose to do? 
The church is and should be a place where the Spirit leads us to put others before ourselves. Paul reminds us saying, ‘For while we were yet sinners Christ died for us’ and we are saved by grace. This should remind us and make us humble, more patient and compassionate in how we treat others. This lesson is about the ‘gospel and the church’ and how the church deals with the sinners. Let us dive into our study to find out what we as God’s church is suppose to do? 

Restoring the Fallen:  

Paul had been struggling with the Galatians on such issues. He had taught and nurtured them in truth but they had been falling away. He envisioned that there might be infighting among them which will bring disunity and hatred among them. In Galatians 5:15 he tells them “If you bite and devour each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.” But he also had great expectations of their Christian life. So, he tells them in Galatians 5:16, ‘So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” These words of Paul indicate that he somewhat perceived a situation that is likely to happen in the church at some time. 

If such situation were to occur Paul gives the Galatians practical advice on how to deal with such situations when they arise. Here is the Apostle’s advice in Galatians 6:1-10, (NIV) “Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.  Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.  If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves.  Each one should test their own actions. Then they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, for each one should carry their own load.  Nevertheless, the one who receives instruction in the word should share all good things with their instructor. Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will reap destruction; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” 

In 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 he writes, “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.”
Thus, we are to restore the fallen brother. We are to reconcile him to God and to the church. We are to help him back on his feet again. This discipline is both personal and corporate . . . the individual has a responsibility as does the entire church. We are commanded to help the brother up. The proper response in such circumstances should not be punishment, condemnation, or disfellowship but restoration says the author.

 Beware of Temptation: 
Question: What is Paul warning the Galatians about in Galatians 6:1? 
Restoring another Christian is a demanding responsibility; it’s a touchy task. How will the person respond or react? Will they blow up at me? Is the whole thing merely a rumour that I should ignore? It’s none of our business anyway, is it? 
It is indeed our responsibility. God wants to restore the fallen one, and he chooses to use us as his helpers or restorers. The responsibility for restoration lies squarely on the shoulders of other Christians. Yet because of misunderstanding, fear, and lack of training, we often sidestep this command. Instead we bypass the whole issue when faced with another’s sin. We must avoid this as Paul calls it ‘temptation’. 
An indication of the urgency and personal concern behind Paul’s counsel can be seen in the way he makes his appeal. The word translated “considering” (KJV) or “take care” (NRSV) literally means “to look at carefully” or “to pay careful attention to” (compare Rom. 16:17, Phil. 2:4).
We should not diminish the seriousness of the sin excusing it as typical or common for any Christian to fall into sin. "After all, he’s only human," we say. We cannot afford to use the guise of "loving the sinner" to completely ignore the directives of Scripture. 

Jesus told one sinner "Neither do I condemn you," but He quickly added "Go and sin no more" (John 8:11).
So, what Paul literally is saying that to, “keep a careful eye on yourself” lest sin also takes you by surprise. In other words, Paul is saying that spiritual pride should not come in our Christian walk that may make us think that we are immune from committing sin. We must avoid the temptation to witch-hunt. 
Burden Bearing (Gal. 6:2–5)
We all have burdens. Some have a physical handicap, chronic sickness, or some abnormality you cannot change. Some have spiritual burdens. It may be that “Satan” has struck your life and the surge of sin has soaked your soul, and now you are suffering spiritual consequences. Some have emotional burdens like depression or anxiety, heartache over some loss, or a financial reversal. 

Timothy George comments that, “All Christians have burdens. Our burdens may differ in size and shape and will vary in kind depending on the providential order of our lives. For some it is the burden of temptation and the consequences of a moral lapse, as in verse 1 here. For others it may be a physical ailment, or a mental disorder, or a family crisis, or lack of employment, or demonic oppression, or a host of other things; but no Christian is exempt from burdens.”—Galatians, p. 413.
God does not intend for us to bear all our burdens alone. We must not have an attitude of self-sufficiency and deceive ourselves as Paul says in Galatians 6:3 ‘If anyone thinks they are something when they are not, they deceive themselves.’ This is human pride which will rob us of the comfort of others and also prevent others from fulfilling the ministry that God has called them to perform says the author. 
It is a call from God. God calls us to bear the burdens of others because it is through our actions that God’s comfort is made manifest. An illustration of this is in Paul’s words, “But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted us by the coming of Titus” (2 Cor. 7:6, ESV).
“Human friendship, in which we bear one another’s burdens, is part of the purpose of God for His people. So we should not keep our burdens to ourselves, but rather seek a Christian friend who will help to bear them with us."—John R. W. Stott, The Message of Galatians, p. 158. (Gal. 5:21).
Some burdens are meant to be shared, some burdens are meant to be shouldered, and some burdens are meant to be SHED. When a fellow believer stumbles and falls into sin (not those who CHOOSE to live in sin), rather than pointing accusing fingers or shooting our wounded, we should reach down and give them a helping hand to lift them up, and help them get back on track. We are supposed to encourage and strengthen one another in building faith when it comes to faults and failures. We are all “prone to wander”, and we all need each other. 
God has chosen to involve us for several reasons. 
First of all, in order to speak the truth to someone else, we need to study it and learn it well enough so we can explain it clearly. This is a great opportunity for us to grow. We are approaching the end of another year. As we do that each year, it gives us an opportunity to consider what we have accomplished spiritually during the last 12 months. 
Secondly, our fellow human beings can see that we are humans like they are, and this should encourage them that they too are able to live a Christian life. The spiritually strong should help the spiritually weak to grow in faith and become spiritually strong. 
Finally, God has given us the glorious opportunity of sharing in His work. We should consider this opportunity a precious one. What could be better than working with God to accomplish the most important task left to be done here on planet earth? 
Thought Question: What would happen if every church member took this as his top priority?
The Law of Christ (Gal. 6:2–5) 
Question: What does he mean by “the law of Christ”?  Gal. 5:14, 6:2, John 13:34, Matt. 22:34–40.

Paul beautifully connects the role of burden bearing with fulfilling the law of Christ. This is a unique expression of Paul not used elsewhere in the New Testament. Various attempts have been made to explain the meaning of this expression. 
Adeyemi Femi comments, “The law of Christ is the code of commandments under which Christians live. It is the same as New Covenant responsibility. - Femi Adeyemi, "The New Covenant Law and the Law of Christ," Bibliotheca Sacra 163:652 (October-December 2006):438-52.

Some suggest that the law of Christ has been given to replace the Ten Commandments or the Law of Moses. Others have suggested that it is a general principle describing the way in which Christians are to help bear the burdens of others. This is good but in context with Galatians 5:14 Paul probably referred to the "law of Christ" (Gal. 5:14; John 13:34; 1 Cor. 9:21) to help his readers realize that freedom from the Mosaic Law (Ten Commandments) does not mean freedom from all responsibility. The "law of Christ" encompasses the whole of Jesus' Life and teaching personally while He was on earth and through His Apostles and Prophets following His ascension (cf. Acts 1:1-2). It boils down to the command to love God wholeheartedly and one's neighbour as oneself (Matt. 22:36-40; John 13:34-35; 15:12; 1 John 3:23). 
The expression ‘law of Christ’ also suggests that we should fulfill the Moral Law – the Ten Commandments by exercising love (1 Corinthians 13). 
Another issue that we find in these texts is the contradiction between Gal. 6:2 and Gal. 6:5. Paul uses two different words for two different situations. The word for burden in verse 2 (baros) refers to a heavy load that has to be carried for a long distance. The word phortion in verse 5, however, refers to a ship’s cargo, a soldier’s backpack, or even a child in the womb. 
In view of the context with Gal. 6:2 probably the burden Paul had in mind was an excessive burden of particular temptation and struggle with the flesh (cf. Rom. 15:1). This could be a burden caused by social, economic, spiritual, or other conditions. Verse 1 deal with restoration and this section (vv. 2-5) with prevention. We can bear by praying and counseling together. 

Every Christian is responsible to carry his own weight. We all have a load to bear, but it is comparatively light (Matt. 11:30). The burden in verse 2 is an excessive burden. The load in verse 5 is our normal burden of responsibility. Paul used two different Greek words to describe these two burdens (bare and phortion respectively).

There are some burdens that people can help us bear but others such as the burden of a guilty conscience, suffering, and death. For these, we must rely on God’s help alone (Matt. 11:28–30).
Donald Guthrie comments, "Those are best able to sustain another who have proved their own power to be sustained in trials of their own." - Guthrie, Galatians, pp. 144-45. 

Sowing and Reaping (Gal. 6:6–10) 
In Galatians 6:7, Paul used another unique Greek word. The word translated mocked in the King James Version is not found anywhere else in the New Testament. It means “to turn up one’s nose in contempt.” Paul’s point is that people may ignore God or even defy His commandments, but they cannot outwit God. He is the ultimate judge, and in the end they will have to pay the price for their actions. 
Question: In the Christian life, what does it mean to reap what you sow? Do we always consider the fact that we will reap what we sow when we commit sin? 

In Galatians 6:8 Paul’s use of the metaphor about sowing and reaping is a fact of life that appears in many ancient proverbial sayings. What is significant, however, is how Paul uses it to highlight his previous comments about the flesh and the Spirit. 
James D. G. Dunn notes, “A modern equivalent is that we are free to choose, but we are not free to choose the consequences of our choice.”—Galatians, p. 330.
Ronald Fung in his ‘The Epistle to the Galatians’, puts it beautifully that “Paul here seems to regard the whole of a man's earthly life as a period of sowing, with harvest awaiting him on the last day: the eschatological yield is determined by present sowing." - Fung, p. 295. 
In Galatians 6:10, Paul essentially said that while Christians should be reaching out with Christian love to everyone in the world, this should especially be true toward other members in the family of faith. 

You and I are planting seeds every day. If we have put our trust in Jesus for salvation then we should be sowing the seeds that the Holy Spirit supplies. That is not to say by doing good works we somehow make ourselves acceptable to God and earn eternal life. In Ephesians 2:8-9 Paul puts it this way, "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast.” 

It is clearly by grace that we are saved, but having been saved we have a purpose--those good works which God saved us to do. 

Conclusion: 

Christians have a responsibility to do what is good to all people, including the unsaved. We have a special responsibility to other Christians as we have opportunity, as we hear of a need and have the resources to help. As in a home, family needs come first, then those of the neighbours. We all know that there are a few things that happen between the planting and the harvest. 

Weeding, watering, and defending against disease and bugs. Sometimes it seems the harvest is a long time in coming, and sometimes the effort becomes overwhelming. But Paul says to us, “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” Galatians 6:9. 
Ellen White admonishes us saying, “Paul was a living example of what every true Christian should be. He lived for God’s glory. His words come sounding down the line to our time: “For to me to live is Christ.” “God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.” He who was once a persecutor of Christ in the person of His saints now, holds up before the world the cross of Christ. Paul’s heart burned with a love for souls, and he gave all his energies for the conversion of men. There never lived a more self-denying, earnest, persevering worker. His life was Christ; he worked the works of Christ” - Ellen G. White Comments, The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 1112 

God Bless You!!!
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