Lesson – 13                                 September 28, 2013                     Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 13 The Promised Revival – God’s Mission Completed
Read for your study: Matt. 28:18-20; James 5:7-8; Zech. 10:1; Matt.3:11; Rev. 18:1; 19:11-16.
Memory Text: “Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain. You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand” (James 5:7-8, NKJV).
Introduction: Revival starts with us! God tells us that the problem of backsliding and sluggishness of our spirit begins with His people and ends with His people. If the sin of God's people brought them into this situation, then it is their turning from these same sins that will bring the needed help to reform and deliver them from their situation.
In other words, unless we can identify our sins, acknowledge them and take full responsibility for them, we have no hope. We cannot change this world by political reformation and improved educational funding. The church will only be able to turn back from it’s spiritual decline by carefully following the principles mentioned in 2 Chron. 7:14. This is not the only place these principles are mentioned, but they are clearly expressed here.
"If ... I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land." (2 Chronicles 7:13, 7:14) 

The church will also be able to turn back from their spiritual decline by praying and earnestly asking the Lord for the out pouring of the ‘latter rain’ - the Holy Spirit. The latter rain is the enhanced outpouring of the Holy Spirit which will place the finishing touches on God’s remnant people to give them the power and the ability to reach the world with the final, true message about God. 
This week’s lesson is about the latter rain. What needs to happen for the latter rain to come? What needs to happen to get us from where we are to the latter rain? What is this latter rain? Let us dive into our study and learn! 
The Promised Power:
What is that promise and for whom is this promise? This promise has everything to do with the terrible predicament that His people had got themselves in. When they see that they are facing these judgments of God, they have a special promise that can take them out of the most terrible situations. 

The highlight of this promise is that God is speaking only to His people. "My people" is a highly specialized Hebrew word (ami) that is used 217 times. 210 of these times is from the Old Testament. The beginning of this people came about when God promised the ‘Messiah’ to Adam and Eve. He then started with Noah. Then the promise of this ‘people’ moved to Abraham a great people (literally 'seed'). This would become the nation that He formed from Jacob, later called Israel. He started yet again after the Babylonian captivity, finally moved on to that small group of disciples in the Christian church, then called for the Protestant Reformation, and finally established the Seventh-day Adventist Church. They are God's chosen ones. 
Jesus gave His disciples a Great Commission in Matthew28:18-20 which is accompanied by His promise that He will be with us. In the previous lesson we learnt that the challenge of reaching the whole world seemed impossible to the disciples. Nevertheless, Paul said in Colossians 1:23 that the gospel was being preached in the whole world. How was that accomplished? 
Acts 1:8 tells us that the Holy Spirit will come upon God’s people as it did at Pentecost, and the gospel will be spread throughout the earth. “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth”. 
It may be a challenging task but the promises of God are sure. Jesus’ statement in Matthew 24:14 “this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come” is a promise. 

The Early and Latter Rain: Both in the Old and New Testament water, wind, and oil are symbolically used to represent the Holy Spirit. Isaiah 44:3 and Joel 2:28 speak of the Holy Spirit coming as refreshing rains. In John 7:37-39, Jesus Himself used the symbolism of water to represent the work of the Holy Spirit. "Latter rain" in the Bible literally refers to spring rains. "Former rain" refers to autumn rains. 
To understand this concept of the Latter Rain and the Former Rain, begin by understanding that the Old Testament addressed Jews who for the most part lived with agriculture, worked in the fields, and for the most part depended on an agrarian way of life. Israel had predictable weather patterns, including heavy rains in both the spring and the fall. 
When a Jew planted their crops in the spring, the spring rain (Former Rain) was expected and necessary to germinate their seeds. Without this spring rain -- they simply would have nothing. There would be no hope of harvesting a crop in the fall. 
The former rain represents the grace, you as a believer in Jesus Christ first received to help your seed germinate and grow. It can also be compared to the former rains that the apostles received in their time by knowing, loving and believing in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
In the fall, the Jew could anticipate and usually received a great rain just prior to harvest. This is the Latter Rain. This Fall rain would greatly enhance their crops just before harvest. So, it will be - just before the harvest --those seeds (us) who have germinated --will receive a down pouring of grace through the Holy Spirit. This can be compared to the Latter Rain that the apostles received on Pentecost.
The prophet Hosea makes a wonderful prophecy which allows us to transfer this idea of the Latter and Former Rains to the Church, and what will come upon us in these End Times: “Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: his going forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth.” Hosea 6:3 and in Hosea 10:12 - Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD, till he come and rain righteousness upon you.”

In the history of the Christian church, the early rain refers to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. (See Acts 2) The latter rain will come in even greater power just before the second coming of Christ. It will put the final touch on God’s work here on earth.
In the Bible, the Latter Rain is the restoration of the church and harvest of souls before His people join together in God’s Kingdom on Earth. This is mentioned in Zechariah 10:1 of the Old Testament.
The Latter Rain is the rain that will surely come just before the Harvest. It is the enormous last day revival soon to come and the harvest of souls before the great and terrible Day of the Lord. It is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all flesh promised to us in the last days and the restoration of apostolic and prophetic gifts. 
Prerequisites for the Latter Rain:
Question: What preparation is necessary for receiving the Holy Spirit’s power in its fullness as the latter rain? In Acts 1:14; Zechariah 10:1; Acts 3:18-20; 4:3, God calls for His people to gather together frequently for prayer and ask Him for the Holy Spirit. The Scriptures invite us to ask God for the Holy Spirit. The disciples believed Christ’s promise, waited in unity, and prayed for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. 
As they pray for the latter rain, times of spiritual strength will come, and miraculous signs will be seen in the earth. God’s people will be revived, and God’s life-giving Spirit will give them the power and the authority to finish the gospel. Bible study and prayer are the preparations we need to help us be open to the Spirit of God and ready to do the witnessing necessary for finishing God’s work on this earth. 

All spiritual revival and genuine reformation lead to a passionate desire to witness, say the author. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit in the early rain on the day of Pentecost empowered the disciples to effectively witness. Their witness was so powerful that a rebellious mob in Thessalonica screamed in fear that “‘these who have turned the world upside down have come here too’” (Acts 17:6, NKJV).
The Baptism of Fire: In addition to the symbols of water, wind, and oil, John the Baptist described the coming of the Holy Spirit as fire. (Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16) 
Question: In what sense is the coming of the Holy Spirit like fire? And what does it mean to you to be baptized with the Holy Spirit and with fire? In Isaiah 33:10-16; Exodus 3:2-6; 24:17; 1 Kings 18:24; Malachi 3:2-3; Acts 2:1-4; and Hebrews 12:29 it must be clearly understood that the fire that is spoken of in Scripture is a representation of God’s presence and power; it is sometimes called God’s glory. We see the work of the Holy Spirit at the burning bush in Moses’ day, on the top of Mount Carmel in Elijah’s day, and with tongues of fire at Pentecost.
“The symbolism of fire is a symbol of the glory, presence, and power of God manifest in the ministry of the Holy Spirit. To be baptized with fire is to be immersed in the glory of God’s presence through the Holy Spirit in order to witness in His power. Moses met God at the burning bush and then left the glory of His presence in order to witness to Pharaoh. Elijah witnessed to Israel in the glory of God’s fiery presence on Mount Carmel. When tongues of fire fell on Pentecost, the disciples witnessed in languages that they had never before known. The baptism of the Holy Spirit is immersion in the presence and power of God in order that we can effectively witness of His glory. Once again, in the last days of earth’s history, God’s people will be immersed in His presence, filled with His power, and sent out to witness of His glory to the world” (Adult Sabbath School Quarterly, Wednesday’s Study). 

The Great Controversy Ended: It may look to us like Satan and sin are conquering our world. But, the book of Revelation gives a different picture of the end. The central message of Revelation is that, ultimately, Jesus will overcome Satan. Jesus wins and Satan loses. 
Revelation’s message is good news to all that Jesus will come again prevail over the forces of Satan. Evil, poverty, pestilence, sickness, suffering, chaos, crime, Disease and death will all be gone. Satan will be defeated forever. The final crisis will break upon this world. Jesus will pour out His Spirit in latter-rain power, and the work of God on earth will be finished, says the author.
“Servants of God, with their faces lighted up and shining with holy consecration, will hasten from place to place to proclaim the message from heaven. By thousands of voices, all over the earth, the warning will be given. Miracles will be wrought, the sick will be healed, and signs and wonders will follow the believers.”-Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 612. 

The work of God on earth will be finished. There are many ways to spread the gospel. People who cannot read or even who are blind have gone from door-to-door asking their neighbors to read to them; and by asking questions, they have brought people to the gospel. What is our excuse? Could we be effective witnesses for God? Could we be baptized with fire as they were on the day of Pentecost? If we could be like Paul in our witness today, what would that look like in the 21 century? 
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