Lesson – 13                                      December 29, 2012                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 13 When All Things Become New 
Read for your study: 1 Thess. 4:16-18, Revelation 20, 1 Cor. 4:5, Rom. 8:20-22, Rev. 21:11-22:5, Rev. 21:3
Memory Text: ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” Rev. 21:4 

Introduction: The creation at the ‘Garden of Eden’ was indicative of God’s perfect will. Adam and Eve enjoyed a perfect creation, relationship with the Father, righteousness, knowledge only of Godly ways, and eternal life. Evil was nowhere to be found. God created a perfect paradise calling it indeed, “very good!” 
Today, creation is imperfect and wrecked. It certainly does not reflect the “very good” creation described by God on day six (see Genesis 1:31). The disobedience of the first couple wrecked God’s original creation, leaving it and humanity in desperate need of redemption (1 Cor. 15:22). Death, sickness, disease and all kinds of evil began to reign. Man was no longer innocent, but became knowledgeable of evil (Genesis 3:7, 22). All creation had fallen and began to yearn for redemption (Romans 8:22-23); for “atonement” or reconciliation between God and man. Question: What is atonement? 
Atonement is the combination of the words “at-one-ment,” meaning to “set at one” or “reconcile”. The chaotic creation needs atoning. God wants to bring humanity back to the perfection He had originally created us. And He has been working ever since the fall of mankind, in the Garden of Eden. 
In the words of the Apostle John, “The Son of God was revealed for this purpose, to overthrow the works of the Devil” (1 John 3:8). Everything that Jesus did—His earthly ministry, death, and resurrection—was centered on overthrowing Satan’s empire and restoring humanity and creation back to the will of God. Christ provided the perfect atonement the world needed. Paul said, “God through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself” (2 Corinthians 5:18-19). 
Jesus came to this earth to make atonement for our sins. He died, resurrected and went to Heaven. And He will come again to receive all the righteous. The Bible speaks of Jesus returning to earth again a second time in very different circumstances than existed at his first coming. But what happens after Jesus returns the second time? That is the focus of this week’s discussion. Let us dive into our study and learn! 
Events Inaugurating the Millennium: 
The book of Revelation, subsequent to Jesus’ returning, portrays an event that is preceded by a time of great persecution and turmoil during which Jesus will gather up both the living and the dead who have believed in him. This event will be a period called the “millennium,” which means “1,000 years.” 
Question: When will the ‘millennium’ begin and what events shall take place? 
Ellen G. White believed in a millennium composed of a literal 1000 years, immediately preceded by a literal second coming of Christ. 
The author points out that before Jesus’ Second Advent, Revelation predicts that three powers (the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet) will gather the nations to oppose the work of Christ and His people (Rev. 16:13). At the time of Christ’s coming(Rev. 19:11), the nations will gather to make war against Christ, but in the process the beast and the false prophet will be destroyed (Rev. 19:19-20). Revelation 20, then, takes up the fate of the third power, the dragon. While the dead in Christ are being resurrected, here called the first resurrection (vs. 5), the dragon (Satan) will be captured and cast into the bottomless pit for 1,000 years (vss. 1-3). These events are depicted also in 1 Thess. 4:16 – 18 and together help to explain what happens before the millennium begins. 
However, Ellen White did not believe that the lost would get a second chance during a millennium of peace on earth as some evangelicals believe. Rather, she believed that the earth would be completely desolate, entirely devoid of human and animal life, following Christ's glorious return and the resurrection of the saints. Thus, the earth during the millennium will be in a desolate condition similar to what it was at the beginning of Creation week. 
In the Midst of the Millennium: 
Question: What happens during the Millennium? 
Revelation 20:4-6 depicts ‘souls’ in heaven. The word ‘souls’ in this passage is to be interpreted, to refer to living beings to whom judgement is given. They are living beings who have passed through great tribulations on earth and are now in heaven and participate in the work of judgement. (1 Cor. 6:2) This also tells us that there will be judgement during the Millennium. 
In Ellen White's view, the redeemed spend the millennium in heaven while all the wicked remain in their graves. “After the saints are changed to immortality and caught up together with Jesus,  … Jesus and the saints sit in judgement” (Early Writings pp. 52, 53.) 
This idea might explain why none of those slain at the second coming get buried, since there isn't anyone around to conduct their funerals: “At that time those slain by the LORD will be everywhere—from one end of the earth to the other. They will not be mourned or gathered up or buried, but will be like refuse lying on the ground.” (Jeremiah 25:33) Jesus himself has promised in John 14:3 that He will take the righteous to heaven. “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also." 
Events at the End of the Millennium: 
Question: What events mark the close of millennium, and what opportunity does it provide Satan? 
Revelation 20: 7-9 speaks of Satan being released from the ‘chain of circumstances’ and will go out to all the four corners of the earth to deceive the nations for the wicked dead will raise at this time. This is the second resurrection. Satan will gather all his forces and will attack the Holy City, the New Jerusalem coming down. This will be a great show-down of the final drama between God and Satan. The drama will end with the destruction of Satan and his evil forces. 
Life in the New Earth: 
After Satan and his forces have been destroyed by fire, God will make this earth new with the same fire that consumed the wicked forever says Ellen White in Early Writings pp. 53, 54. Thus, the redeemed return to earth after the millennium and the unsaved are destroyed. Then the earth is recreated, and Jesus reigns forever in the New Jerusalem upon earth, the new capital of God's universe. And God will establish His kingdom for eternity. 
It will be those moments of which Isaiah has prophesied that even the lion and lamb will lie down together, (Isaiah 65:25) that there will be no hurt at all. Revelation 21: 3 says that God himself will dwell with His people and be their God. For all eternity, "there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying; and there shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." All those who have accepted God's way will have been glorified as members of God’s Family, and they will live forever. Like God, they will create, beautify, and spread God's rule over the entire universe! 
The hope of living in an eternally righteous and eternal kingdom is the blessed and energizing hope of Christians! Throughout the ages, this hope has sustained, and continues to sustain, believers.  With this wonderful potential ahead of us, we can eagerly echo the Apostle John's words in Revelation 22:20 "Even so, come, Lord Jesus!" 

God Bless You!!!
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