Lesson – 13                                          March 28, 2015                               Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 13 Woman and Wine 
Read for your study: - Prov. 8; 31; Job 29:15; 1 Cor. 1:21; Rev. 14:13 
Memory Text: - Do not spend your strength on women, your vigor on those who ruin kings. It is not for kings, Lemuel— it is not for kings to drink wine, not for rulers to crave beer. (Proverbs 31:3-4)
Introduction: - It’s been a blessing studying the book of Proverbs. And now we have come to the final chapter of the book of Proverbs and the final lesson for this quarter. From the beginning passages of Proverbs 31, it looks that this chapter was written or composed by a woman. 
The chapter is addressed to king Lemuel and is an advice of a mother to her son. In this case, then, Lemuel may be a nickname for Solomon and thus the chapter is written by Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother. 
Do you think there was a deliberate mention of the wine and woman in this chapter? Of course, Bathsheba had challenges from David’s other wives! She had seen and witnessed the calamity and downfall in David’s life because of wine and woman! There is no question about the fact that both women and wine have had enormous impact on kings and other men in influential positions down through the generations. 
It also must be noted that the beginning book of Proverbs began with advice from a father (Proverbs 1:1, 8; 4:1) to his children; and it ends up with the advice of a mother to her son (Prov. 31:1).Can we say that the advice is against the two most threats to all young people? Let us dive into our study and learn! 

A Toast “To Life” and “To Death”: - Drinking alcohol has become a part and parcel of life for many - at least in developed cultures - think that drinking alcohol is for living a good life! People raise a glass and wish one another a long life, though the irony is that each glass works toward destroying life, says the author. We have numerous passages in the Bible which gives clear and serious warning! In fact, Proverbs 23: 29-35 has a serious warning! And now at the end of this book, this issue is again confronted but this time by a concerned mother. 

Many people enjoy a drink without any problems, but drinking heavily over longer periods of time can have very serious consequences. Alcohol misuse not only harms the individual, but damages relationships and society in general in terms of violence and crime, accidents and drunk driving. Many young lives are lost everyday just because of social drinking. 

The Bible condemns wine drinking because it distorts judgements and impairs wisdom. It must be noted that this was the main reason implied in the special prohibition of drinking for the priest recorded in Leviticus 10:9-10, “Do not drink wine or intoxicating drink, you, nor your sons with you, when you go into the tabernacle of meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations that you may distinguish between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean.” 
After drinking alcohol, Nadab and Abihu carried “strange fire” into the tabernacle in the wilderness. Apparently, God thought that was serious enough that He struck them dead on the spot. Drinking alcohol today may not have such immediate and serious consequences except if one drinks and drives. But, that story should warn us of the dangers of drinking alcohol. 

Commenting on the fate of Nadab and Abihu, Ellen White writes, “When indulging their appetite for wine and while under its exciting stimulus, their reason was clouded, and they [Nadab and Abihu] could not discern the difference between the sacred and the common. Contrary to God’s express direction, they dishonored Him by offering common instead of sacred fire. God visited them with His wrath; fire went forth from His presence and destroyed them.—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, p. 295.2.
Modern scientific literature keeps mentioning the fact that alcohol is good for the heart. Of course, they never mention the damage done to the liver and the brain. A doctoral study done at Loma Linda University demonstrated that pure water worked a far better than alcohol! 

Effects of Alcohol: Heavy drinking can cause blackouts, memory loss and anxiety. Long-term drinking can result in permanent brain damage, serious mental health problems and alcohol dependence or alcoholism. Young people's brains are particularly vulnerable because the brain is still developing during their teenage years. Alcohol can damage parts of the brain, affecting behaviour and the ability to learn and remember – Public Health Agency, 2013.  

Proverbs 31:6 seems to suggest that alcohol might be a way to drown one’s troubles, especially if one is depressed. Someone commented on that thought saying, “ Don’t drink; troubles can swim.” 

How and where did the idea of drinking alcohol come from? You will be surprised to know that this evil idea came from Satan himself. Ellen G. White writes: “Satan gathered the fallen angels together to devise some way of doing the most possible evil to the human family. One proposition after another was made, till finally Satan himself thought of a plan. He would take the fruit of the vine, also wheat, and other things given by God as food, and would convert them into poisons, which would ruin man’s physical, mental, and moral powers, and so overcome the senses that Satan should have full control. Under the influence of liquor, men would be led to commit crimes of all kinds. Through perverted appetite the world would be made corrupt. By leading men to drink alcohol, Satan would cause them to descend lower and lower in the scale. — Ellen G. White, Temperance, p. 12. 
How about those who use the real wine during the “Eucharist” or Lord’s Supper? Aren’t they guilty in this evil plan of Satan? 
A Virtuous Woman Works and Cares: - We all celebrate Mother’s day, but there is no reason why we should especially celebrate it in the church. It is not a church festival commemorating any great event in the salvation of mankind. But a Christian should honour and love his mother all the days of the year and not just seek to patch up sinful neglect by a few flowers or kind words on Mother’s Day. 
In asking this question: Who can find a virtuous woman? our text seems to say that virtuous women are very rare and hard to find. Of the virtuous woman the Scripture says, her price is far above rubies. The good that she does cannot be paid for with money. Neither can she be bought with money, but is a gift of the Lord, as Scripture says. 

In our present world, the marriage contracts we read of now occasionally in which a husband buys a wife for a certain sum of money are not virtuous by any means. The woman who sells herself for a price cares little about being a true wife and mother, but only seeks the material advantage of the marriage vow. 
In our study of the previous passages in Proverbs 1:20-33; 3:13-20; 4:5-9; and Proverbs 8, it is suggested that the virtuous woman in Proverbs is actually a representation of wisdom. Here are some passages that compares with the wisdom in Proverbs 31. 

1. She is precious and worth finding. (Proverbs 31:10; 8:35) 

2. Her worth is more than rubies. (Proverbs 31:10; 8:10-11, 18-19) 

3. She provides food. (Proverbs 31:14; 8:19) 

4. She is strong. (Proverbs 31:17, 25; 8:14) 

5. She is wise. (Proverbs 31:26; 8:1) 

6. She is praised. (Proverbs 31:28; 8:34)

This virtuous woman described in Proverbs 31 was certainly not lazy! She was very busy from early morning until late at night accomplishing many very practical tasks. She did a wide variety of things. This wife and mother had many responsibilities. She not only cared well for her family and her husband but also for a number of other people as well. She was constantly looking out for the poor, disabled, and disadvantaged. And she had an eye for the future. To be wise means to have a clear understanding of the consequences of one’s actions. One needs to be aware of what the future could hold. 
In spite of being busy and meeting all the needs of her family and her husband, she was also faithful to the Lord! (Proverbs 31:26-31) What does that imply? 

In scripture, the woman represents the Church and is often called “The Bride of Christ.” We believe that the same qualities God considers noble in a wife are the qualities He would want to see in His beloved Church. God had a plan from the beginning for fellowship between Jesus Christ and His church. Our connection to Christ is so close that we are called the Bride of Christ. This means that the same kind of relationship God pictured for a healthy and happy marriage is the relationship He wants for Jesus and His Church. 
Can Jesus put his full confidence in us, in His ‘Church?’ Can Jesus trust us to “do Him good and not harm all the days of our lives”? Are we industrious like the woman in Proverbs 31? 
Serving the Lord usually takes extra effort. We have to ask: Are we giving our energy to HIS causes? To His people? 
Every one of us is called to be industrious for the cause of Christ. If we are to serve Him properly, we’ll probably need to give up some of our “free time.” Preparing to teach a class, helping a friend in need, or helping out in Bible studies at the church, cuts into our “free time.” The virtuous woman calls us away from the leisure couch to productive activity designed to delight our bridegroom. 

As a Church we must ask ourselves, “Are we admirable and influential in our community? Do we cause people to respect Jesus Christ because of the way we look, behave?” Like the Noble wife, our congregation should have the qualities of beauty and class and excellence. We should be known for our faith, our optimism, and our generosity! 
May we as His Church be precious, worth more than rubies, generous, caring, wise and worthy of praise! May we live a life of Integrity, Industry, Inclusiveness, and Godly Influence as we find our full Identity in Jesus Christ! 
God Bless You!!!
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