Lesson – 14                                    December 31, 2011                         Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 14 Boasting in the Cross
Read for your study: Gal. 6:11–18, Rom. 6:1–6, 12:1–8, 2 Cor. 4:10, 5:17, 11:23–29.

Memory Text: “But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world” (Galatians 6

 HYPERLINK "http://mobile.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Phil+2:2" :14, ESV).

Introduction: You don't have to be a superstar or know a lot of things to make a lasting difference in the world. But you do have to know the few great things that matter, and then be willing to live for them and die for them. If you want your life to make a ripple effect of the pebbles you drop to become waves that reach the ends of the earth and make a lasting impression for centuries, you don't have to ‘glory in your wisdom’, neither in your might, nor in the riches’ (Jeremiah 9:23). You don't have to have good looks or riches; you don't have to come from a fine family or a fine school. But you have to know a few great, majestic, unchanging, simple, glorious things, and be set on fire by them. 
Few years ago two women, Ruby Eliason and Laura Edwards both had been killed in a car accident in Cameroon. Ruby was over 80. Single all her life, she just had one great thing: To make Jesus Christ known among the unreached, the poor, and the sick. Laura was a widow, a medical doctor, and also was 80 years old, and serving at Ruby's side in Cameroon. The car brakes failed and it went over the cliff, and they were both killed instantly. Two lives, driven by one great vision, spent in unheralded service to the perishing poor for the glory of Jesus Christ— Would you say that a tragedy?  No. That is not a tragedy. That is a glory. 
This quarter we reach the conclusion of our series of lesson studies from the book of Galatians. As Paul comes to the end of his letter he takes the pen into his own hand and restates what has been the central focus of the entire letter. He doesn’t conclude with a list of twelve important things to remember or five or even three, but just one thing that matters: The Cross of Jesus Christ to boast in.  Let us dive into our study with this thought! 
Paul’s Own Hand
Question: Paul finishes Galatians with 8 verses written in his own handwriting. Why do you think in Galatians there are no personal greetings? 

As Paul concludes his letter to the Galatian church, he writes the final words in his own distinctive handwriting as if to certify the authenticity of the entire letter with his personal stamp of approval. In Galatians there are no personal greetings. Normally writing was done by a slave who could write (Romans 16:22). According to his usual custom, Paul had dictated most of this epistle to his personal secretary - Amanuensis. But he finished the document in his own handwriting, personally adding his autograph in order to give his letter to the Galatians the stamp of his apostolic authority. 
In Galatians, however, Paul deviates from his practice. When he takes the pen from the scribe, Paul is still so concerned with the circumstances in Galatia that he ends up writing more instead and pleads with the Galatians once more to turn from their foolish ways, says the author. 
In Galatians 6:11 Paul stresses that he wrote the letter with large letters perhaps to make sure they understand that these words came from him personally and it was as if he were saying, "Pay careful attention to my final words!" Some have suggested that Paul wrote with large letters because of his poor eyesight. Others have suggested that he wrote that way because of the many injuries he had sustained to his arms and hands, perhaps from being beaten or even from making tents. But, it may be that he wrote with large letters just for emphasis. And he wrote his signature in large letters to underscore his conclusion. 
The last section of Galatians, therefore, is more than a hastily written postscript, the afterthought of an apostle. Instead, these verses constitute a summary of the entire letter. They place circumcision over against the cross, showing that justification by grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ Jesus means boasting in the cross alone. To understand this is to understand Galatians. More than that, it is to understand the Gospel comments Ryken.

Boasting in the Flesh – Galatians 6:12, 13
Since Paul's main goal was to counteract the message of the false teachers, he does not want to close this letter without summarizing their errors and their motives. The false teachers were putting on a "good face" (literally). They only made an outward show of conformity to the practices of the Jewish system.

Paul had clearly contrasted the flesh with the Spirit - the works of the law with the fruit of the Spirit. He clearly shows that the false teachers wanted nothing more than a good showing of human effort. And their desire to put on a good facade for others was certainly prompted by the fleshly, fallen human nature. They simply wanted to gain the acceptance and approval of their countrymen. 
Paul points out that their motive was to avoid persecution. Had they preached the true gospel, they would have faced the same kind of persecution that Paul faced. The reason Paul was persecuted was because he taught that the work of Christ (the cross of Christ) is the only basis for being justified before God (Gal. 5:11).
Paul reminds the Galatians that even the Jews themselves cannot actually keep the Law 
(Gal. 3:10-11). The underlying motive of the false teachers is ambition - they want to be able to boast about the numbers of followers they had recruited. 
Circumcision had been made the sign of the covenant of Moses (it started with Abraham). Their real motive was to avoid persecution from the Jews. Because of personal security they obscured the gospel message mixing it with the Law of Moses.
Paul informs them that there is no boasting to be uttered, unless it is in the cross of Jesus Christ our Lord. Remember that this is coming from a man who had seen many fabulous temples, magnificent Greek sculptures, endless miles of Roman roads, and many other famous places. Paul had heard and been taught by Greek orators, knew of great philosophers and poets, and most likely was of high rank in his class under Gamaliel. 
Consider also that Paul was even caught up into heaven itself at one point and heard things too marvelous to repeat. But what was it that Paul would brag about as he traveled in His ministry? What one thing would motivate Paul to allow his own blood to be shed on the outskirts of the cities where he preached? 

Nothing…except the cross of Jesus Christ our Lord! Paul was going to boast in the public humiliation and death of the Son of God for the sins of the world. 
Boasting in the Cross (Gal. 6:14)
We do a great deal of bragging about our health, our standing in the social circle, how many church meetings and events we have attended in a year and how successful they were, how young everyone says we look at our age, how nice our homes and vehicles might be, our good jobs and position we maintain etc.

Everything mentioned in that list is great, but we need to remember that without Jesus and His death on the cross, we are lost for an eternity, no matter what happens to us while we are in the flesh on this earth. 
The cross is a real problem for those who want to indulge their pride. It’s a problem for those who have a desire for others to see them as successful. Because the cross is pretty embarrassing it wasn’t the religious symbol it is today--at that time it still carried the full implication of what it really was--an instrument of torture and execution. 

And so the Cross was still a stumbling block to them. They wanted to play a part in the salvation process, their own and that of others. 

Dietrich Bonheoffer said that "The figure of the Crucified invalidates all thought which takes success for its standard." The Judaizers wanted success stories, and the cross was for them a reason to be ashamed. But Paul contrasts the boasting of the Judaizers in their own work--the work of the flesh, with his only boast--in the cross of Jesus Christ. 

Paul doesn’t boast in his heritage--though he tells the church at Phillipi he could claim a reason to. He doesn’t boast in his success as an evangelist. He doesn’t boast in his status as an apostle in the church. No, he boasts only in the cross of Jesus Christ. For Paul--as should be for us also--The cross was not something to be ashamed of, for as he wrote to the church at Rome, that it is the power of God for salvation. 
The cross may look like defeat, but it is victory, victory over sin, victory over the law, victory over the grave. He doesn’t simply say that he accepts the message of the cross, that he can live with it. He revels in it, he boasts in it. The cross is the centerpiece of his life where justice met grace. The blood stained, hated Roman instrument of torture, had become precious to him, for it was the place where His life had been transformed. 

In Galatians 6:14; Romans 6:1-6; 12:1-8; and Philippians 3:8 Paul seems to be clear in these passages. To boast of the cross means to be dead to the world. All the old selfish ways must die, and we must become new “living sacrifices.” We become part of a larger body–the body of Christ. We are no longer slaves to old ways. We are now sons and daughters of God, and He is challenging us to become His friends. 
The cross of Christ changes everything for the believer. It challenges us not only to reevaluate how we view ourselves but also how we relate to the world says the author. 
Question: Is it true that in order to live a Christian life, one must die to the world? “By ‘world’  John Chrysostom means not heaven nor earth but the affairs of life, human praise, distinguished positions, reputation, wealth and all things that have a show of splendor. All such things are dead to me. Such should be the case for all Christians” 
A New Creation – Galatians 6:15

In Galatians 6:15 Paul is challenging us to become new creatures in Christ. What did Paul mean when he said we are to become new creatures? 
It means we have a new relationship with God: we are no longer slaves; we are His children and are free to address Him by the Spirit as, "Father, Abba" (4:6). We have a new relationship with one another: We are saved only if we are in Christ. And we are in Christ only if we are a new creation. 
Comment in our Bible Study Guide for Wednesday, December 28, says, “Paul explains that becoming a new creation means far more than just a change in our status in the books of heaven; it brings about a change in our lives today.” 
In 2 Corinthians 5:17 Paul echoes a similar thought to the Church at Corinth saying, “Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.” 

When you come to Jesus Christ in faith, trusting in Him as your Lord and Saviour, you changed identities. You are no longer the person that you used to be. You have become a new person. You have a new identity. That new identity is rooted in the person of Jesus Christ because: 

· He is the Son of God; you also have become a child of God. 

· He was crucified, you are considered to have been crucified with Him. 

· He died; you are dead to the world. 

· He rose again from the dead; you also have risen to a new life. 

· He sits on the right hand of the Father, you are considered to be seated with Him in the heavenlies. 

· He has eternal life, you also have eternal life.
Final Remarks (Gal. 6:16–18)
In his concluding remarks Paul bestows blessings on all those who, he says, ‘follow this rule’. Question: What is the “rule” that Paul talked about in Galatians 6:16-18? 

The word ‘rule’ literally refers to a straight rod used for measuring by masons and carpenters. It took on a figurative meaning referring to the rules or standards by which a person evaluates something. The previous verse (Gal. 6:15) contains a "rule" that Paul wants every believer to live by. This rule is that Jewish or Gentile distinctions mean nothing when it comes to salvation. The only thing that counts is being a new creature. Walking according to this rule means giving up any hope that human effort will be effective in attaining righteousness before God – that salvation comes by faith alone in Christ alone.
Those who walk by this rule will have peace with God as well as being the objects of His mercy. It is God who justifies believers on the basis of the finished work of Christ. 
Question: What are “the marks of the Lord Jesus” that Paul bore on his body? (Galatians 6:17; 2 Corinthians 4:10; 11:23-29) 
The word mark comes from the Greek word, stigma. These were the kinds of "brands" that were given to slaves in order to identify their owner. Brands were also marked on soldiers, captives, and servants in the pagan temples. Paul certainly bore in his body the brand marks of suffering for Jesus (see 2 Corinthians 11:23-28). The scars Paul had received from his enemies while in the service of his Master spoke most eloquently of his devotion to Christ.”—Ellen G. White Comments, The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 6, p. 989.
Conclusion: 
There is really only one thing that really matters in this life; one event which divided the History of the world. One payment which covers the cost of sin: It is the cross of Jesus Christ!

This is the cross that causes those who are concerned about appearances to stumble. This is the Cross in which the blood bought boast for it is the source of salvation. This is the Cross which Transforms lives and Hearts. This is the Cross of the New Creation. So, Boast in the Cross!
God Bless You!!!
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