Lesson – 2                                        April 11, 2015                               Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 2 Baptism and the Temptations(Qtr. 2, 2015) 
Read for your study: - Luke 3:1-14; 21-22; 4:5-13; Rom. 6:1-6; Isaiah 14:13-14.
Memory Text: - “And the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:22)
Introduction: - Looking through the Gospel accounts, Matthew presents the most detailed account of Jesus’ baptism. Jesus had traveled from Nazareth of Galilee to the Jordan River valley to be baptized by John. Initially, John objected to baptizing Jesus because of the nature of his baptism. He baptized people for repentance. John, being a man, had sins in his life, but Jesus was one without sin and John knew this (Hebrews 4:15). 

By the Holy Spirit John realized that Christ would be a far greater man than himself. If he was not worthy of tying his shoes, surely he wasn’t worthy of baptizing him. Having a record of John’s hesitation is important; otherwise, we would have people claiming today that Jesus was having his sins washed away as did the people coming to John. 
With regard to the significance of the temptation, Matthew writes, "Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit;" Mark expresses it, "The Spirit drove Him," while Luke declares He "was led by the Spirit." The one fact announced in these varied ways is of supreme importance to keep in mind if the true significance of this temptation is to be understood. A Divine plan was being worked out. It did not — to use a common expression — "happen" that Jesus met Satan and was tried. Neither is it true to say that the devil arranged the temptation. 
This lesson is about two very important events in Jesus’ life – baptism and the temptations! Let us dive into our study and learn their significance and the lesson for our lives! 
Prepare the way of the Lord: - Ahead of the coming Messiah, John’s appearance was unique and his role, very crucial. John the Baptist was a humble man of the wilderness. He was sent for one purpose. He was sent to prepare the way for the most important event in human history: The coming of Jesus. 
John was a Levite, and the son of a priest. (Luke 1:5) He may even have been a descendant of Aaron. Did he ever consider ministering in the temple in Jerusalem? John did not beat around the bush. He did not sugarcoat his words. His message was brief and to the point.

What were John’s mission and the message?  Repent and be baptized; turn from your sins; share with the poor; do not cheat; and do not just claim Abraham as your ancestor, thinking that will save you. The words recorded in Luke 3 are full of truth.
· Being Abraham’s child did not guarantee that one would be the natural recipient of salvation. Redemption from sin or a claim to heaven is not tied to heritage or legacy but to a personal choice to walk in the way of the Lord. 

· Walking in that way will lead to bearing good fruit for God’s kingdom. 

· Preparing to walk in God’s way demands that we repent and be baptized.
“You are my beloved Son”: - Though Jesus understood John’s reservation, he asked him to put his reluctance aside for the moment; the baptism was necessary to fulfill all righteousness. Jesus kept the law of Moses perfectly and even in this new ordinance established by John at the end of the Law, Jesus obeyed the teachings of God (Hebrews 5:8). There is another parallel that may be hinted at as well. Before entering the office of priest, the candidate was washed (Leviticus 8:5-7) and afterwards came his anointing (Leviticus 8:12). Jesus is keeping this custom, though John likely did not understand the significance of what was occurring.
The word “baptized” means “immersed.” You can see the meaning of the word in action because when Jesus was baptized, he came up out of the water. Sprinkling or pouring was not used. John selected his locations for baptisms based on the amount of available water (John 3:23). Luke informs us that Jesus’ baptism was also accompanied by prayer (Luke 3:21).
What did John mean when he suggested that those who were baptized with water must also be baptized with the Holy Spirit and with fire? Fire is the ultimate purifier. As we approach the end of this world’s history, we may go through all kinds of temptations, trials, and life-threatening situations; but, those are to purify us for the kingdom of heaven. 
The Jews were familiar with baptism, for they had baptized Gentiles who wanted to be counted as Jews. (Matthew 23:15) But, the idea that Jews needed to repent and be baptized was totally new and shocking to them. 

Repentance comes from the Greek word metanoia which means changing one’s mind. Baptism represents the burial of the old man of sin and the rise to newness of life with Christ. But, John hastened to assure his audience that he was baptizing only with water. One who was to come after him would baptize them with the Holy Spirit and fire. (Luke 3:16) Thus, we learn that baptism by water is only an outward symbol of an inward change–a change that can only be brought about by the miraculous working of the Holy Spirit as Paul points out in Romans 6:1-6.
As Jesus came up from the water, the heavens opened, the Holy Spirit descended in the form of a dove upon him and a voice spoke from heaven declaring that Jesus was His Son, in whom He was well pleased. The event is significant because it reveals Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and the Father all being present but in different locations doing different things.

It would be incorrect to assume that the Spirit’s coming upon Jesus changed him in any way. Rather this is the event that gives him the title “Christ,” “Messiah,” or “the Anointed One.” Instead of being anointed with oil, Jesus is anointed with the Spirit of God (Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 61:1). 
Not by “Bread Alone”: - Mark’s account tells us that immediately after his baptism; Jesus was led into the wilderness for forty days. The region is most likely the western shore of the Dead Sea, which is not far from the Jericho and the Jordan River, but is desolate of people and as Mark notes, filled with wild animals. 

In this account, Satan is presented as an actual being, not a mythological force. He is shown as strong, but he is not deity – he has limitations. 
Temptation here is in the Divine plan and purpose. Jesus went into the wilderness under the guidance of the Holy Spirit to find the devil. My own conviction is that if the devil could have escaped that day, he would have done so. It is a very popular erroneous belief that the enemy drove Christ into a corner and tempted Him. But the whole Divine story reveals that the facts were quite the opposite. God's perfect Man, led by the Spirit - or as Mark in his own characteristic and forceful way expresses it, driven by the Spirit - passes down into the wilderness, and compels the adversary to stand out clear from all secondary causes, and to enter into direct combat. This is not the devil's method. He hides his own personality wherever possible. To our first parents he did not suggest that they should serve him, but that they should please themselves. Jesus dragged him from behind everything, and put him in front, that for once, not through the subtleness of a second cause, but directly, he might do his worst against a pure soul.

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil. He was tempted of the devil during forty days, during the whole of which period He was still led by the Spirit. The Spirit took Him to the place of temptation, and was with Him through the process of temptation. Not in His Deity did He resist, but in His perfect Manhood. Manhood is however never able to successfully resist temptations of the devil save when fulfilling a first Divine intention, that, namely, of depending upon God, and thus being guided by the Spirit of God. Thus the Man Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, and was led by the Spirit through all the process of temptation. (The Crises of the Christ, Book III, Chapter X, by G. Campbell Morgan).
Ellen G. White writes, “The temptation in the wilderness was a significant battle between Christ and Satan in the great controversy, which has raged ever since Lucifer's rebellion in heaven. In the wilderness, when the Savior was weak from 40 days of fasting, when the journey ahead looked bleak and weary, Satan took personal command in his attack against Jesus. Satan saw that he must either conquer or be conquered. The issues of the conflict involved too much to be entrusted to his confederate angels. He must personally conduct the warfare.-Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 116.
Jesus quoted Scripture in response to Satan’s first two temptations. So, in the third temptation, Satan tried to trap Jesus by quoting Scripture himself. But, he misquoted the Scripture. He left out the part saying, “To keep you in all your ways.” What are we supposed to learn about temptations from the experience of Jesus? 
· No one is free from temptations! 
· When God allows temptations to come to us, He also provides grace to resist and strength to overcome!
·  Temptations do not come the same way every time! 
· No one is tempted beyond his or her strength to bear (1 Cor. 10:13).
Did the 40 days of prayer and fasting prepare Jesus for the attacks of Satan which followed? How are we to prepare for temptations we know Satan will bring against us?
“Worship Me”: - Satan took Jesus on a high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world. He then said to Him to worship him and he will give Jesus all the kingdoms of the world. (Luke 4:6-7)
Worship is the sole factor that forever separates the creature from the Creator. One of the issues in Lucifer's rebellion against God in heaven is that of worship. Lucifer's ambition was well summarized by Isaiah 14:13-14: to ascend to heaven, to exalt his throne above the stars of heaven, to be like the Most High, says the author. It was an attempt to usurp the authority that belongs only to the Creator and never to any creature, no matter how exalted.
What Satan asked of Jesus was not continual worship, but one act of submission to him. Think how many sins are justified in this manner: it is just one drink, just one act of disobedience, just one experiment with drugs – no commitment, just a trial. By minimizing the sin the true dangers of the consequences are overlooked. 

Application: - We must always remember that any one of us can face temptations to compromise our faith, even in “small ways.” It could be your job, your passing of a university examination, your promotion, demands a compromise in regard to Sabbath. 

Temptations are not a sins. But Yielding to temptation is sin! Temptations should not break us but should make us strong. We should never doubt God’s word or promises. If we doubt, then we fall into temptations! We can overcome temptation through prayer and fasting! Jesus was tempted just as we are. But He overcame them by the power of God’s word! 
God Bless You!!!
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