Lesson – 2                                          January 12, 2013                                Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 2 Creation: Forming the World 
Read for your study: Gen. 1:1-13, Isa. 45:18, 1 John 1:5, Rev. 22:5, 2 Cor. 4:6, 2 Pet. 3:5, Job 38:4-6.
Memory Text: “For thus says the Lord, who created the heavens, who is God, who formed the earth and made it, who has established it, who did not create it in vain, who formed it to be inhabited: ‘I am the Lord, and there is no other’ “ (Isaiah 45:18, NKJV).
Introduction: Many people dismiss the biblical account of creation, thinking it contradicts scientific discoveries made in recent times. But is that really the case? 
The doctrine of creation is the starting point of the Bible and of the Christian faith. It is reiterated throughout Scripture. All Christian doctrine is ultimately derived from it. To doubt or deny biblical creation is to declare God and Christ a liar, the Bible in error, and to make salvation in Christ meaningless. To neglect the doctrine of biblical creation is to rob the Church of its foundation for faith, evangelism and instruction. 
Unbelievers often understand this better than Christians. Thus G. Richard Bozarth writes: Christianity is - must be - totally committed to the special creation as described in Genesis, and Christianity must fight with all its full might, fair or foul, against the theory at evolution... the whole justification of Jesus' life and death is predicated on the existence of Adam and the forbidden fruit he and Eve ate. Without the original sin, who needs to be redeemed? Without Adam's fall into a life of constant sin terminated by death, what purpose is there to Christianity? None! (American Atheist, Sept .1978, p.19) 
The famous Christian writer C. S. Lewis explains: What Satan put into the heads of our ancestors was the idea that they could "be like gods"- could set up on their own as if they had created themselves -- be their own masters -- invent some sort of happiness for themselves outside God, apart from God... The reason why it can never succeed is this. God made us: invented us as a man invents an engine. A car is made to run on gasoline, and it would not run properly on anything else. Now God designed the human machine to run on Himself. He Himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to burn, or the food our spirits were designed to feed on. There is no other. ... 

That is the key to history. Terrific energy is expended, civilizations are built up - excellent institutions devised; but each time something goes wrong... In fact, the machine conks. ...They are trying to run it on the wrong juice. (Mere Christianity, Macmillan, First Paperback Edition 1960. p.39)
Unbelievers, of course disagree, acting upon their faith that man can “set up on his own as if he had created himself” and be his own master. For them Adam's fall into the root sin of wanting to be independent of God is not a disaster or wrong. Furthermore, they all deny that reality is fixed by God’s creative decree, but believe that they themselves can shape or define it as they think best. Before comparing their various social schemes and scientific variables with the implications of biblical creation for society, however, let us look at the most important facts about God and man revealed in the Bible. Let us dive into our study and learn! 

Without Form and Void: It is absolutely essential for us to always keep in mind that God is completely independent of all things—that is, all His creatures—for the very reason that He freely created them out of nothing by His Word (Genesis 1; John 1:1-3). The story of creation begins with a statement that God is Creator. He sustains them: they in no way sustain Him! He does not depend on, or "need," any of them, as we read in Romans 2:36 "For from him and through him and to him are all things." or in Acts 17:25 "For he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything, because He Himself gives all men life and breath and everything else." 
The Scriptures tell us that ‘the earth was formless and empty, darkness was on the face of the deep’ (Genesis 1:2). There was darkness all around it. The phrase “without form and void” depicts an environment without shape, form, and light, and void of plant and animal life. God as Creator had full control over all things. God created by means of a commanding word. He formed the earth into suitable condition for life and then filled it with the living creatures. 
Hebrews 11:3 reads, ‘By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible.’ The text seems to tell us that the earth was not formed from any pre-existing matter, ‘Ex nihilo “out of nothing.” It was created by the power of His Word. 
Let There Be Light: In our previous passage we read that the earth was ‘without form and void’ and there was darkness all around. God said, Let there be light; he willed it, and at once there was light. 
Question: What is this ‘light’ if the Sun, Moon and Stars were created on the fourth day? This is a mystery that has perplexed many authors and scholars till today! However, let us consider few points: 
· Jesus said, ‘I am the light of the world’. 

· Paul referring to Jesus says in Colossians 1:16, "For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him."
· John calls Him the ‘Word’ who was in the beginning. John 1:1-3 ‘In the beginning was the word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 
· In many places God Himself is described as light. (1 John 1:5; Revelation 21:23; 22:5)
· Some say that the physical presence of God provided light until the fourth day.
Since it is quite clear that light was not created for the first time when our earth was created, what is the meaning of these verses? The day and the night as we know them are created by the spin of our earth. Is it possible that God set our earth spinning at that point in time, thus creating day and night? Clearly, God named light “day” and darkness “night”; thus implying that since He created them, He is in charge of them. At Creation, light was introduced to the previously dark planet with God’s presence. 
The Heaven Created: In Genesis 1:6 we read, “And God said, Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters. "Firmament" is translated from the Hebrew raqiya, which is derived from raqa which means "to spread abroad, stamp or stretch."Raqiya means "an expanse." 
God created the firmament, appointed its function, and gave it a name, heaven to signify His sovereignty over it. The function of the firmament (heaven) was to divide the water below from the water above it. However, the Bible recognizes three heavens (2 Corinthians 12:2). The first heaven is the earth's atmosphere; the second, outer space; and the third is the throne of God. 
Space for Living: From Genesis 1:9-13 it seems clear that originally our world was completely covered with water. But in order to make a provision for living space for mankind, God changed the surface of the earth; gathered seas in one place and allowed dry land to appear. He then named them calling the dry land “earth” the gatherings of waters He called them “Seas”. He also allowed the dry land to produce green grass, the herbs, and all kinds of fruit trees to be sources of food for the creatures He was later going to create. Remember that God did not add vegetables to their diet until they were outside the Garden of Eden (Gen. 3:18). 
God’s All-powerful Word: Though it is a mystery to us and we hope to have a clear picture of whatever happened in the Garden of Eden; but it is clear that all was created by the power of God. He spoke and it took place (2 Corinthians 4:6; Psalms 33:6, 9; and Isaiah 55:11). Peter refers to the creation account in 2 Peter 3:5 saying, “But they deliberately forgot that long ago by God’s word the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water by water”. 
There are many creation stories of various kinds floating around the world. But, the biblical account as written down by Hebrew prophets is the only one where God simply spoke and it happened without any competition, violence or killing. The earth as originally created was not tainted by evil in any way.
Ellen White describes it beautifully saying, “As the earth came forth from the hand of its Maker, it was exceedingly beautiful…. The entire landscape out vied in beauty the decorated grounds of the proudest palace. The angelic host viewed the scene with delight, and rejoiced at the wonderful works of God.–Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 44. 
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