Lesson – 2 (Qtr. 1, 2016)                January 9, 2016                         Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 2 Crisis in Eden 
Read for your study: - Gen. 1:28, Rom. 8:17, Matt. 6:26, Gen. 2:15-17, 3:1-7, 10-19.
Memory Text: - And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise His heel'" (Genesis 3:15, NKJV).
Introduction: - All those who live in a rented apartment or building very well understand the trouble we can make for ourselves or with the owner, if we don’t follow the guidelines. Yes, we get evicted! Likewise we might understand the trouble Satan brought on himself in heaven, when he coveted the throne of God and His ownership, and was evicted from heaven to this earth. And he continued to bring trouble on this earth. 
In our previous lesson we discussed about the crisis in heaven. In this lesson we will discuss what happened in the Garden of Eden, the perfect creation of God! Let us dive into our study and learn! 

Three Blessings: - At the end of each day of the creation, ‘God saw that it was good’ a phrase that appears about seven times during the creation week. After each of those days, God pronounced His work “good.” And after creating this beautiful Garden of Eden, God announced blessings in three particular areas. 
1. after creating the fish and birds (they were blessed)–Genesis 1:22, they were told to “be fruitful and multiply”
2. after creating man and woman (the couple were blessed)–Genesis 1:28, they were also told to “be fruitful and multiply”
3. after creation was complete (the Sabbath was blessed)–Genesis 2:3, God rested from His work on the seventh day and blessed it. Man was given the blessing of the seventh-day Sabbath and in addition to that mankind was given another blessing and created in the ‘image of God.’
Blessing is God’s way of bestowing gifts on all! Each of these blessings were gifts to benefit us so that we can enrich our relationship with Him! 

The Test at the Tree: - In the process of creation, God had set and clearly-defined boundaries: light and day, waters above and waters below, land and sea, night and day, all the creatures separated into their own kinds, a special day separated from the other days, Adam and Eve, two separate beings, and two trees: tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. These separations were made known to man for his benefit and happiness. 
Why were these boundaries defined and set? These were laid down because God wants us to understand what our relationships to others in our universe should be. God gave very specific instructions to Adam and Eve. They were to eat daily of the tree of life. But, they were never to eat the fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil. (Genesis 2:15-17) Serious consequences would result if they did. They were not even to go near that tree. Adam and Eve understood that they were free to eat of all the trees in the garden except that one. 

What was so unusual about that one tree? Was its fruit poisonous? Why were they not even to go near it? This was a test of their loyalty and obedience to God! 
Commenting on this Ellen G. White writes, “The tree of knowledge had been made a test of their obedience and their love to God. The Lord had seen fit to lay upon them but one prohibition as to the use of all that was in the garden; but if they should disregard His will in this particular, they would incur the guilt of transgression. Satan was not to follow them with continual temptations; he could have access to them only at the forbidden tree. Should they attempt to investigate its nature, they would be exposed to his wiles. They were admonished to give careful heed to the warning which God had sent them and to be content with the instruction which He had seen fit to impart.—Ellen G. White, Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 53.3.
Were they given enough knowledge about the tree? She further suggests that not only God but also the angels warned them about that tree.  
“Holy angels...gave instruction to Adam and Eve concerning their employment, and also taught them concerning the rebellion of Satan and his fall.—1SG 20; TA 49.3. 

“He [Adam] stood before God in the strength of perfect manhood, all the organs and faculties of his being fully developed and harmoniously balanced; and he was surrounded with things of beauty, and conversed daily with the holy angels.—2SP 88; TA 49.4. 
Do we have similar instructions from God for us even today? 

The Fall: - Among the creatures in the garden was also a beautiful creature, the serpent! Gen 3:1 describes it as more ‘subtle’ than any beast of the field. The word ‘subtle’ in the original language means ‘cunning’ or ‘crafty’ in other translations. This was no ordinary serpent or snake. It’s ability to hide in the branches and dazzle and speak in a human voice must have been very fascinating to Eve. Her curiosity drew her even closer to the forbidden tree. 

What else do we know about that snake?  While traveling through the desert, the children of Israel complained about the food. When they did complain, God, in effect, said: “You do not understand all the protections that I have been giving you every day. Let Me remove some of My protections, and you will see what I have been doing.” (See Numbers 21:5-9; Deuteronomy 8:15.) The story tells us that a bronze serpent was made and set on a pole so that all who trusted in God’s healing powers could look upon it and live. Unfortunately, their mistrust in God and heathen influence led them to preserve that bronze serpent for 700 years and actually place it in the courtyard of the temple as an object of worship. King Hezekiah finally destroyed it as recorded in 2 Kings 18:4. John reminds us of the story of the serpent in Rev. 12:7-12. In that passage he was called the “ancient serpent.” Isn’t it clear that John was referring to the story of the Garden of Eden! 

Let us look at the question asked by the serpent!  The original Hebrew implies that Satan’s question should read something like this: “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” When the serpent asked Eve that question, what was he implying? Consider some of the other questions that were only implied: 

1. Did God really say that? The way the question was asked, it could not have been answered by a quick, “No.” There were obviously other issues behind the question. 

2. Why would someone try to imply that God had said something that God clearly had not said? What was the purpose of the question? 

3. The question is stated in such a way as to suggest that God is a liar and had forbidden Adam and Eve from eating of any tree in the garden! What we see is that the serpent was not making a simple inquiry of Eve. He was implying a lot of bad things about God.
The way the serpent had asked the questions seems that Eve was confused which is evident from her answer: “…’We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden, but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ “Genesis 3:2, 3 NKJV
Though Eve attempted to quote God, the part about touching the fruit was not what God had said. In her confusion she added them to her answer. 
God is a generous God. In fact, God had allowed them to eat from all the trees but one tree in the garden, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Moreover, placing that one tree in the garden gave Adam and Eve a clear choice: 1) Follow God’s directions at all times, or 2) Walk onto dangerous ground by eating of the fruit of that one tree. In other words, that one tree gave them an opportunity to exercise their freedom of choice: Obey and live, disobey and die! 
Was this the only reason why God placed that tree in the garden?  Ellen White’s words tell us that there was perhaps an even more important reason why that tree was placed there. That tree was to be a protection for them. Satan would not be allowed to follow them wherever they went throughout the garden, continually tempting them to disobey God. How do we know that Satan was limited to that one tree? Clearly, God forbade Adam and Eve from going there. And if you were Satan and you wanted to tempt Adam and Eve and you were free to go anywhere in the garden, wouldn’t you go to the tree of life? Thus, we see that it was never God’s intention to limit their freedom or to prohibit them from enjoying the fruits in the garden; He was only trying to protect them from Satan whose only access to them in the garden was that one tree. 

She also suggests that the tree of knowledge had been put on other worlds; but, they had rejected it, and it was finally removed. But, our planet was different. All heaven took a deep and joyful interest in the creation of the world and of man. Human beings were a new and distinct order. They were made “in the image of God,” and it was the Creator's design that they should populate the earth.—Ellen White, Review and Herald, Feb. 11, 1902 par. 1; 1SDABC 1081.3; TA 48.1. 
The Consequences: - Disobedience to God’s word brought immediate consequences to Adam and Eve. They found themselves naked because the robe of righteousness that covered them was gone. They tried to hide themselves from God and blamed on each other for their sin. But God again showing His kindness and mercy showed them their future and how the sin would not only effect their lives but also the entire generations to follow. It was a sad situation but not without hope. 

God the Father then lovingly reviewed the consequences of each one of them and presented the plan of salvation through the Seed that was to come in the future! He then tenderly made the garments of skin from the first sacrifice He Himself had made to cover them. As Adam and Eve observed the first bloodshed of the animal, it was to inform them of the Lamb of God who would one day be sacrificed for their sin! 
Though Adam and Eve met their consequences through the blood, it was not related as curse but a blessing to all the generations to come! We will, no doubt, spend eternity studying the plan of salvation. Certainly, that must include many details about sin and its effects. We do not know exactly all that it will involve. 

“Angelic perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss. All who wish for security in earth or heaven must look to the Lamb of God. The plan of salvation, making manifest the justice and love of God, provides an eternal safeguard against defection in unfallen worlds, as well as among those who shall be redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. . .The death of Christ on the cross of Calvary is our only hope in this world, and it will be our theme in the world to come.—Ellen G. White, ST, December 30, 1889 par. 4; 5SDABC 1132.8; OHC 45.4. 
In this age, we have a choice to make. The test that Adam and Eve were given are given to us also today! All the glitter and dazzle of this world is front of us. Satan is deceptive and presents this in a very deceptive way which we may not even comprehend. His deception is to be understood in order to avoid it! 

The life and death of Jesus has given us opportunity to obey and live for eternity or we can choose to continue to live in our rebellion as Satan did and face the eternal destruction which he will face! God has made provision through the blood of Jesus for each individual to make decision! Which will you choose? God Bless you!!!
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