Lesson – 2                                         January 11, 2014                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 2 Discipling Through Metaphor
Read for your study: - 2 Sam. 12:1-7, Isa. 28:24-28, Matt. 7:24-27, 13:1-30, Luke 20:9-19.
Memory Text: - Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without using a parable. So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet: “I will open my mouth in parables, I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world” (Matthew 13:34-35, NIV). 
Introduction: - What is a metaphor! It is a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is not literally applicable. Jesus taught great truths in parables that drew pictures from everyday life. He was a master storyteller. He used these parables and metaphors to reach people where they were. He saw many common things which could be used to illustrate spiritual truths. 
This week’s lesson is about discipling through metaphors, illustrations, and parables. Let us dive into our study to learn how we can use stories like Jesus used that appealed to the people in many ways and taught deep spiritual truths!

Old Testament Examples: - Jesus was not the only person to use stories to illustrate a point. There are many other Old Testament Prophets such as Nathan, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel who used illustrations warning the people that difficult times were coming. 
2 Samuel 12:1-7 tells us how Nathan told that very clever story about the rich man who stole the poor man’s sheep, and then he said to David–after David gave his own verdict–“You are that man!” Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel used illustrations warning the people that difficult times were coming, without even thinking about their own fate! 

Manasseh had Isaiah sawed in half in a hollow log. Jeremiah was threatened with death and thrown into a deep pit. Ezekiel was taken as a prisoner to Babylonia. Each of them was trying to understand and communicate God’s unlimited mercy in difficult times. When we rebel against God’s judgments, even greater judgments are sometimes called for. Have you wondered what happened to Hosea and Jonah?
Architectural Wisdom: - In Matthew 7:24-27, Jesus used a parable of the Wise and a Foolish builder to teach a crucial truth. What did it mean to the people in Jesus’ audience and to us today?
First of all, it is part of His closing remarks of the Sermon on the Mount. And it suits to explain the importance of this great lesson that one must not only be hearer of the word but even doer of His word. It is a most amazing fact that Jesus, in these verses of Matthew 7, laid out the basics of His entire ministry. There are people who fall into this category. They honestly believe they have served Him well, yet in their own chosen way. Do we proudly claim that we belong to the one true church? Jesus was suggesting that if we do not live out in our lives the truths and principles that are taught in Christianity, our houses will collapse.
Question: What lessons do we learn from this tower building metaphor in Luke 14:27-33? 
Discipleship involves preparation. When new people first become Christians, Christianity may seem to be an easy religion. But, it requires self-sacrifice, sometimes suffering, even humiliation and rejection. 

Jesus used parables to make us think and to critically analyze our situations. Have you been challenged to confront yourself in areas such as materialistic tendencies, worldly entanglements, even lifestyle?
 As it is suggested, parables require us to think. While they point to very definite conclusions, they challenge us to use our discernment in dealing with life and those around us. It is not our job to decide who should be in the church and who should not. 

Agricultural Analogies: - Matthew 13:1-30 has several parables which are closely related not only to themselves but also to the period of time between Christ’s rejection and His final return. These could also be designated as ‘the mysteries of the Kingdom’. 

Jesus is a master teacher. As He went out the sea side, great multitude gathered together with Him so that they might hear him speak ‘the mysteries of the kingdom’.  A ‘mystery’ according to New Testament usage, does not refer to something that cannot be understood, but it denotes a truth which once was hidden but now is revealed like the (Mysteries of Daniel and Revelation).  

Though Jesus gave several parables, He interprets only two of them: the parable of the sower and the parable of the wheat and tares.  
Jesus uses the method to teach the disciples, yet the specific lesson was hidden from the unbelieving Pharisees. To know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven was given only to believers. There are many things that we as Christians understand that the world desires to know, but cannot. Even the Word of God is not clear to the lost. The person without the Holy Spirit cannot discern the Word of God. 

The inability of the Pharisees to understand was a fulfillment of a prophecy from Isaiah. They could hear the words, but they could not understand. They could see, but they could not perceive. Sadly, far too many in the world are this way today. Our responsibility is to lead those to Christ that they may understand and perceive. It says the people’s heart waxed gross and their ears were dull of hearing. 

“In Christ’s parable teaching the same principle is seen as in His own mission to the world. That we might become acquainted with His divine character and life, Christ took our nature and dwelt among us. Divinity was revealed in humanity; the invisible glory in the visible human form. Men could learn of the unknown through the known; heavenly things were revealed through the earthly.—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 17.

 Where do you find yourself in this parable? Are the cares of this world choking out your spiritual interests? As a new Christian, did you become really enthusiastic only to gradually grow colder over time? Do you picture yourself as the sower? Or, is that God? Are we some of the seed? or, perhaps, one of the types of soil? 
The Revolutionary’s War: - Jesus’ Words were revolutionary but without any weapons. His Life-changing words frequently were expressed through parables and metaphors. And they became His not-so-secret weapons in the fight against evil. 
To the end of His ministry amid ever greater threats from the Jewish leaders, Jesus’ parables against them became more and more pointed. The Jewish leaders could see clearly that He was talking about them. But, because He told the stories in parable form, there was nothing specifically for which they could condemn Him. What about us? Does it apply to us? Are we greatly blessed by the Lord? 
“The parable of the vineyard applies not alone to the Jewish nation. It has a lesson for us. The church in this generation has been endowed by God with great privileges and blessings, and He expects corresponding returns.—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, p. 296. 

Christ’s Creative legacy: - There is no doubt that the ministry of Christ was the golden age of parable and storytelling. None of His disciples were as good at it as He was. Paul used some interesting illustrations. (See Romans 7:1-6; 1 Corinthians 3:10-15; 2 Corinthians 5:1-10.) Jesus’ brother James also used some interesting illustrations/parables. (See James 2:2; 1:10; 3:4.) Peter’s vision in Acts 10 was a kind of parable, but God was the One who gave that vision. 
Question: why did Jesus make so much use of parables and stories? “Jesus desired to awaken inquiry. He sought to arouse the careless, and impress truth upon the heart. Parable teaching was popular, and commanded the respect and attention, not only of the Jews, but of the people of other nations. . . . 

Again, Christ had truths to present which the people were unprepared to accept or even to understand. For this reason also He taught them in parables. By connecting His teaching with the scenes of life, experience, or nature, He secured their attention and impressed their hearts. Afterward, as they looked upon the objects that illustrated His lessons, they recalled the words of the divine Teacher. . . .  
Jesus sought an avenue to every heart. By using a variety of illustrations, He not only presented truth in its different phases, but appealed to the different hearers.—Ellen G. White, Christ’s Object Lessons, pp. 20,21.

                                                                 God Bless You!!!
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