Lesson – 2                                        April 14, 2012                              Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 2 Every Member Ministry
Read for your study: Eph. 4:12, 2 Cor. 5:15–20, John 4:35–41, 1 Thess. 1:5–8, Acts 14:27.
Memory Text: “But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Peter 2:9, NKJV).

Introduction: Have you ever wondered what our purpose is? Why we exist and where we are going in life? When we consider this we usually place the emphasis on ourselves, the focus is on us. But what if we view this question from another angle or perspective?

Rick Warren in his book “The Purpose Driven Life,” states, “The purpose of your life is far greater than your own personal fulfillment, your peace of mind, or even your happiness. It’s far greater than your family, your career, or even your wildest dreams and ambitions. If you want to know why you were placed on this planet, you must begin with God. You were born by His purpose and for His purpose.”
Later, the author writes, “You must begin with God, your Creator. You exist only because God wills that you exist. You were made by God and for God—and until you understand that, life will never make sense. You were made for God, not vice versa, and life is about letting God use you for His purposes, not you using Him for your own purpose.” 
In 1 Peter 2:9 Peter shows us several things that we need to address. First, he tells us that we are chosen by God. Secondly, we are chosen for a purpose- to be priest and holy people. Thirdly, we are instruments of God to do His work and to witness for Him. Finally, we are to proclaim the Good News: to give our testimony of the changes He has done in our lives. 
This week’s lesson is about our job description - personal ministry which has been given to every Christian. How well do we understand our responsibility and purpose in life depends on our relationship with God! To find out that purpose of our life, let us dive into our study and learn!
Every member Ministry: 

One of the clearest principles in the New Testament, with regard to church practice, is that of every member ministry. The phrase “every member ministry” is commonly heard in our churches. Everyone agrees that this is a Biblical principle. From time to time, we have heard sermons preached on it, and probably for new church members. But just because we think it’s a good idea doesn’t mean that it will automatically happen. In many churches the leaders complain of members who are not getting involved and the members complain of lack of opportunities to be involved. In fact, the members are moving from one church to another in the hope that they will be “used”. And didn’t Joseph, Moses and others go through long periods of waiting to be used by God? Yet at the same time they can’t help feeling that something is wrong. 
Question: How is every member ministry supposed to work? One of the keys to advancing the gospel is for the church to be made up of individuals who consider it their task to do the work of the ministry, rather than having a congregation of people who expect a paid person to minister them. In Ephesians 4:12-13 Paul tells us that the purpose of church leadership is not to do all the work of the church but to equip the church to minister to one another. For Paul writes, “to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” Paul means that while church leaders must equip the saints to do ministry, this ministry of building up Christ’s body (the church) is collective. All of us have a role to play in advancing the people of God and His work. We are ‘ambassadors of Christ’ as Paul says in 2 Corinthians 5: 20 

An ambassador is one who personally represents a sovereign or head of state. This emphasizes the personal relationship between Christ and all who have been reconciled as they carry the message of His love and grace into the world. 
Ellen G. White writes in Gospel Workers p. 200 saying, “When Christ ascended, He left the church and all its interests as a sacred trust to His followers. Every member should feel that he has entered into a solemn covenant with the Lord to work for the best interests of His cause at all times and under all circumstances. Each should have some part to act, some burden to bear. Let ministers teach church-members that in order to grow in spirituality, they must carry the burden that the Lord has laid upon them — the burden of leading souls into the truth. In thus working they will have the co-operation of heavenly angels, and will obtain an experience that will increase their faith, and give them a strong hold on God.

Thought Questions: 
· Are you in agreement that the principle of every member ministry should have a priority influence over the way we structure our churches and organize our church activities?

· How good of a job do you think we, as Adventists, generally do at facilitating and encouraging every member ministry?
The Need for Laborers: 
No one would deny the great need for laborers for the gospel in this hour. Not only is there the great need among the unreached nations of the world, but previously evangelized cultures in the western world are growing more and more ignorant of the gospel and more and more in need of a gospel witness. The need for the gospel to go forth with power is clear and the need is as great as it has ever been in history. People are in great need of the gospel. God is laying this burden on the hearts of believers all over the world. 
Jesus knew it well when He said, “The harvest is plenty, but the laborers are few.” Matthew 9:37 .  Ellen White echoed the same thought long ago in Colporteur Ministry p. 37 saying, “The vineyard is large, and the Lord is calling for laborers. Do not allow anything to keep you from the work of soul saving.” 
The World’s Greatest Need—The greatest want of the world is the want of men,—men who will not be bought or sold; men who in their inmost souls are true and honest; men who do not fear to call sin by its right name; men whose conscience is as true to duty as the needle to the pole; men who will stand for the right though the heavens fall.—Education, 57 (1903). 
It does not matter who sows the seed and who reaps. The one who sows has equal reason to rejoice as the one who reaps. In John 4:35-41 we see that Jesus sowed to the Samaritan women she sowed to her town and Jesus reaped from her labors. 
Question: Why is God so keen for laborers to go out into the harvest? God ultimately wants souls saved in His Kingdom. God extends His mercy to everyone so that they may have an opportunity to be saved. God has not forgotten us on this planet; He is giving someone the opportunity to turn their lives over to him. Just as He has said things will happen in the scriptures they will. God’s promises are very true. 
Question: What are we to do when our hearts are burdened by the great need of the gospel to go forth in power? Though our first impulse is to zealously enter into activity, Jesus summarizes the apostolic missionary method in Matthew 9:38. Before we undertake any activity, if we are truly burdened for the overripe harvest fields, we are to first pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into the fields. In Acts 13:2, the saints were in the place of prayer and the Spirit expressly sent Paul and Barnabas forth to the gentiles and so began the career of one of the greatest apostolic missionaries of all time.
Individuals but Working Together, with God:  

Paul writes, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for God is at work in you”  Philippians 2:12. When it comes to making good things happen, the Bible teaches synergy, that is to say, the working together of God and people. As the above passage from Philippians summarizes, we work and God works. Both, as Apostle Paul noted about the work in Corinth, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth” (1 Corinthians 3:6). There are two extremes that one often encounters on the subject of our working together with God. 
First extreme:  we try to do it ourselves - Someone correctly concludes, “There’s work to be done. The kingdom of God needs to be advanced. People need to be helped. Let’s all pitch in and make it happen.” At first, this is wonderful. People recognize what needs to be done and are willing to sacrifice for God and others. But there’s a problem with this response. It’s in their own power they’re attempting to do these things.  This usually leads to one of two results. The first is pride. After a while it’s not so much, “Hey, look at what I did for God,” as much as it is, “Hey, look at what I did.” The focus becomes oneself.  It’s about what I’ve accomplished.  The second is burnout. 

Second extreme:  We expect God to do it all Himself- Many a times we just sit and expect God to do it all. While this sounds spiritual, it is in stark contrast to the Bible’s teaching. God wants us to do our part! This is true both for our walk with Him and for our work for Him. In Ephesians 4:16 the apostle Paul says that a church body grows when all of the members do their share. 
Working together with God for our walk with Him. While Scripture constantly reminds us of the need for grace and for divine empowerment, it is full of commandments telling us what we must do, such as: “Submit … to God”; … “Resist the devil”; “Draw near to God…”; “Cleanse your hands…”; “Purify your hearts…” (1 Peter 4:7-8). These are clearly things we are supposed to do. 
Working together with God for our work for Him
Mark 2:1-12, the paralytic forgiven and healed. Yes, only Jesus had the authority to forgive the man His sins. Yes, Jesus healed him. But note how four men lugged the paralyzed man to Jesus, took him up a flight of stairs, made an opening in the roof and lowered him down. They worked hard and Jesus gave the growth. 

Acts 11:27-30 - The prophecy of the forth-coming famine! They could have prayed, asking God, supernaturally, to take the famine away. Instead, they raised famine relief — they worked hard to do something — for the believers in Judea. God gave Agabus the prophetic word; God gave the Antioch believers a spirit of generosity. Then the people in Antioch did their part. 
Question: God has given His Church a mission – a job to do. How does He tell us to work together to accomplish it? 

1. Remember its God’s work, and we are to work together for God. 

“Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase. Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.” (1 Corinthians 3:6, 9). 
2. Seek the unity to glorify God as if with one mouth.
“May the God who gives endurance and encouragement give you the same attitude of mind toward each other that Christ Jesus had, so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ?” Romans 15:5-6 
3. God wants us to unitedly preach His word. 
The whole idea is that of full cooperation and fellowship. If we are to work with God, we must study His word, learn His pattern, and then work accordingly; then, and not before, are we "laborers together with God." We need to realize that there is no neutrality, no middle-ground, no middle-of-the-road (Matt. 12:30); so we must labor in the proper realm (in Christ), and according to the correct pattern (God's word) if we are to succeed in pleasing Him. To be blessed we must work together with him. Without Him we are nothing, and can do nothing (John 15:5). When we do work as He directs, He is honored and glorified, souls are saved, and we prepare for that inevitable meeting with Him in judgment. 
Reporting to the Church: 

The whole book of Acts is a report of the early church’s missionary activities and is encouraging for us in these times. Reporting to the church on witnessing and evangelism activities builds a climate of encouragement and blessing, says the author. Those reporting can receive the encouragement of the church membership, and those hearing the reports are blessed as they realize what God is accomplishing through His people. 
In Acts 14:27 we read, “Now when they had come and gathered the church together, they reported all that God had done with them, and that He had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.” This was an encouraging report for the apostles. 
In Mark 6:30 the disciples came and reported to Jesus what they had done. “Then the apostles gathered to Jesus and told Him all things, both what they had done and what they had taught.”  
Ellen G. White also encouraged the workers of God to report their experiences to the church as it brings joy and encouragement to others. She writes, “—Let those who gain such an experience in working for the Lord write an account of it for our papers, that others may be encouraged. Let the canvasser tell of the joy and blessing he has received in his ministry as an evangelist. These reports should ﬁnd a place in our papers, for they are far-reaching in their inﬂuence. They will be as sweet fragrance in the church, a savor of life unto life. Thus it is seen that God works with those who co-operate with Him.—Testimonies for the Church 6:336 (1900)
In Conclusion, what did we learn?  We must believe and realize that God has called each one of us to witness for Him. We should not be discouraged saying, we don’t have opportunity or no one tells us to do anything for the Lord! Each of us has a God-given responsibility and the commission to tell about His love and His promises to others. Ellen White tells that ‘Those who work for God will meet with discouragement, but the promise is always theirs: “Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” Matthew 28:20. God will give a most wonderful experience to those who will say: “I believe Thy promise; I will not fail nor become discouraged.”—Testimonies for the Church 6:335, 336 (1900).
God Bless You!!!
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