Lesson – 2                                           October 12, 2013                           Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 2 “Heaven” On Earth
Read for your study:- Gen. 1:31–2:3; Exod. 39:32, 43; 25:9; Heb. 8:5; John 2:19–21; 1 Cor. 3:16-17; Rev. 21:1–22.
Memory Text: - “Who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, ‘see that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain’” (Hebrews 8:5, NKJV).
Introduction: - Compiled and edited by author John E. Wade II and Editor Patricia Livingston, How to Achieve a Heaven on Earth is a collection of essays written by various authors such as: Barack Obama, George W. Bush, Warren Buffett, Tony Blair, Ted Turner, and more. It emphasizes that humankind, with God’s enduring, steadfast love, will progress to a heaven on earth, but we must meet God halfway. A heaven on earth will not come as manna from heaven. We must earn it by contributing our efforts, individually and working together, toward making the earth a better place to live. 
There may be some truth in this socio-political approach to achieve but from a Christian perspective it is far beyond the reach. For God did not keep that ‘halfway’ condition to meet us. For ‘Heaven’ Himself came down to this earth to reveal His enduring and steadfast love by dwelling among us (Exodus 25:8). 
It was at the foot of Mt. Sinai that Moses was given a vision of the heavenly Sanctuary and was told to make a tent-tabernacle after that pattern. God wants to teach us many lessons from that sanctuary. Let us dive into our study and learn what God has in store for us!
The First “Sanctuary” on Earth: - The first sanctuary that God created on this earth was the Garden of Eden. Exodus 25:8-9 give us the basic idea that the purpose of the sanctuary was for God to dwell among us. Certainly, the Garden of Eden was God’s original idea for dwelling among us. This idea of God dwelling with us parallels between the Garden of Eden and the later sanctuaries:
· Similar expressions are used at the completion of the ‘Creation’ and the completion of the ‘wilderness sanctuary’ such as, ‘God saw all that was made’ Genesis 1:31-2:3; Exodus 39:32, 43; 40:33. 

· Just as God walked with Adam and Eve in the garden, (Gen. 3:8), so He was in the midst of His people in the sanctuary (Ex. 25:8, 9; 2 Sam. 7:6-7)  
· Just as Adam and Eve were to tend and keep the Garden of Eden, (Genesis 2:15) the Levites were to care for the sanctuaries in the desert and in Jerusalem. (Numbers 3:7-8) 
· The beauty of the Garden of Eden form the pattern for the earthly sanctuary with its beautiful decorations of flowers and trees (Exodus 25:31-36; 1 Kings 6:18). 
· Just like the Cherubim guarded the garden (Gen. 3:24), two Cherubim were stationed on the Ark of the Covenant, the most holy place (Ex. 25: 18-22). 

· God completed the Creation in six days, each day introduced by “God said” and it all followed by Sabbath. In a similar pattern, there were six times when God spoke to Moses giving directions for the sanctuary followed by a seventh section about the Sabbath. (Exodus 25:1; 30:11,17, 22, 34; 31:1,12-17)
· The completion of the sanctuary was finished on the first day of the first month (Ex. 40:17), the creation served as the original beginning of our world. 
These parallels were also seen by the ancient people too. For example, a Jewish writing of the second century B.C. claims that “the garden of Eden was the holy of holies and the dwelling of the Lord.” 

The Scriptures call the ‘Garden of Eden” the “garden of God” (Isa. 51:3, Ezek. 28:13, 31:9). This was God’s dwelling place where Adam and Eve worshiped and communed with Him.  It was not special because of the trees and flowers but by God’s presence. In the same way, the sanctuary was important not because of its furnishings but because of the presence of God.

Question: What was the greatest loss of the fall of man? The greatest loss of the fall was not the expulsion of Adam and Eve from the Garden but their loss of being in the fellowship and presence of God.
Copy of the Pattern: 
Question: Is there a relationship between the earthly sanctuary built by Moses and the heavenly sanctuary? God showed Moses the pattern of the heavenly sanctuary. And he built it according to the divine instructions given to him from Mt. Sinai (Exod. 26:30, 27:8, Num. 8:4). Therefore the heavenly sanctuary is the original, the “true tabernacle” (Hebrews 8:2) and it remained as a model for the rest of the sanctuaries built by Israelites. 
What is a sanctuary? It is a holy place where God’s presence dwells. (Exodus 25:8-9, 40; Hebrews 8:5; 9:23-24). The key point is to be God’s presence. When we talk about the heavenly sanctuary, it is not heaven itself but a literal place in heaven. Thus, there is a true sanctuary in heaven (Hebrews 8:2, 5; 9:11). 
Jesus as the Sanctuary: - The earthly sanctuary, its services, and its articles all pointed to Jesus Christ and His ministry. In John 1:14, it says that Jesus came to dwell among us; and the word skenoo “to dwell” is the Greek word from which we get skene, the word for a tent or tabernacle. It is interesting to note that when the tabernacle at the foot of Mount Sinai was finished, God’s Spirit entered it so that not even Moses could go in. (Exodus 40:34-35) 
Later, when Solomon’s temple was completed, God’s Spirit entered that sanctuary. (1 Kings 8:10-11; 2 Chronicles 7:1-3). But, the third temple started after the Babylonian captivity and eventually expanded into Herod’s temple never received a visible manifestation of such an indwelling of God’s Spirit. However, Haggai 2:8-9 tells us that the physical presence of Jesus Christ would make it even more glorious than the previous two temples. What does that imply about God’s glory and how He wants to dwell with us? God wants to be our Friend! 
Jesus declared Himself to be the temple, the bread of life (John 6:35) and the Light of the World (John 8:12) signifying the insignificance of the earthly temple, the manna on the table and the Bread of the presence, and the Lamp stand, after His death (John 2:19–21, Matt. 27:51). John’s definite reference to the sanctuary is the designation of Jesus as the sacrificial “Lamb of God” who would bear the sin of the world (John 1:29). 
Ellen White points out that: “All who did service in connection with the sanctuary were being educated constantly in regard to the intervention of Christ in behalf of the human race. This service was designed to create in every heart a love for the law of God, which is the law of His kingdom. The sacrificial offering was to be an object lesson of the love of God revealed in Christ—in the suffering, dying victim, who took upon Himself the sin of which man was guilty, the innocent being made sin for us.”—Ellen G. White, Selected Messages, Book 1, p. 233.
The Church as the Sanctuary: - The passage in Matthew 27:51 is clear that when Jesus died, the original sanctuary services were no longer needed. The life and death of Jesus had become the bread of life for us (John 6:35) and the light of the world. (John 8:12) Jesus was the ultimate “lamb of God.” (John 1:29) There was no longer any need for the types when the Real had come. 
In Matthew 16:18, the word Jesus used for "church" is ekklesia (Strong's #1577), and it is so translated 115 times in the King James Version. This Greek word means "an assembly" or "a group of people called together for a purpose."
However, in the Bible the word "church" never refers to a building or to worship services held within the building. It always refers to the assembly, group, or congregation of called-out ones who belong to the Lord, worship Him, and fellowship with others of the same mind. 
In the New Testament Paul brings out this continuing idea of the temple themes, its services, worship and sacrifice in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 and 1 Corinthians 6:19-20. He uses the temple imagery to emphasize his call for pure and holy living. The church is not only God’s temple but also a holy priesthood, points the author (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). 

New Creation:- 
Revelation 7:15-17 describe the redeemed as kings and priests who serve in God’s palace and temple (Rev. 1:6, 5:10, 20:6). It is not only the redeemed ones who are the “new creation” but the entire world will be a New Creation. On the new earth, the sanctuary once again will be the focal point and the perfect place of relationship where God and the redeemed will meet. We will become true temples for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
Revelation 21:22 tells us of New Jerusalem but there is no temple in it because the “new Jerusalem” itself is the temple and the “tabernacle of God” (Rev. 21:3) for God will dwell among His people. 

 Question: What parallels do you find between the holy city and the sanctuary? 
· The New Jerusalem is “holy” and of heavenly origin. (Rev. 21: 2, 10)
· It has the same cubical form as the Most Holy Place (Rev. 21:16)
· It is clean and nothing unclean is allowed inside. (Rev. 21:27)
· Most important of all, God’s presence is there always. 
What will be the reward of the righteous ones who will enter the Holy city? Christ assured His disciples that He went to prepare mansions for them in the Father’s house. Human language is inadequate to describe the reward of the righteous. It will be known only to those who behold it. No finite mind can comprehend the glory of the Paradise of God.—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, pp. 674, 675
What do we learn from this lesson? 

· God wants to dwell with us! 

· Jesus as our perfect Example. Of course, He was the perfect picture of God presented, as far as possible, to human beings. (Hebrews 1:1-2)

· He is our High Priest. (Hebrews 7-10) He is represented by the laver in the courtyard of the temple; and the laver also represents Christian baptism. (Titus 3:5)

· He is symbolized by the mercy seat or hilasterion. (Romans 3:25)

· His divine merits arise as incense with our prayers ascending to heaven. Rev. 8:3 

· And His righteousness is what clothes us. (Isaiah 61:10)

Does this study of these earthly sanctuaries with all the symbolism and activities give us better understanding of the life and sacrificial death of Jesus Christ? Is there any daily change in our life and behaviour because of the study in sanctuary and its services? Are we preparing for that heavenly sanctuary ready to come down? 

God Bless You!!!
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