Lesson – 2                                           January 14, 2012                         Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 2 In the Beginning
Read for your study: Matt. 19:4; Job 38:4–7; Deut. 32:10, 11; Psalm 19; John 1:1–13; Rom. 5:12; Isa. 66:22.

Memory Text: "For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him" (Colossians 1:16, NKJV).

Introduction: Some sincere Christians believe that God created the world, but he did it using the evolutionary process (Theistic evolution). It is so hard to believe that such believers carry these diverse views about the creation and the Creator of the world. It is pretty depressing actually. If you believe that we are alone in the universe, and that we are the result of accident and chance with absolutely no meaning to life, it is a very bleak worldview. 

Paul so convincingly wrote, “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities — his eternal power and divine nature — have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). Yes, the message of Paul and those of us who believe that the world was created in love by a good, all-knowing and all-powerful God is that there are answers to the basic questions of life. The first question we believe we hold the answer to is: What is the origin of life? As Christians, we believe that the origin of life is God. He is the one who wanted the world to exist, because he desired a relationship with intelligent beings who could exercise their free will. A living God created the world and all life that exists came from him. 

The Bible says, “For us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live” (1 Corinthians 8:6). 

Question: But where does God come from? God does not come from anywhere; He has always existed because He is an everlasting, self-existent God who lives and is outside of time and space. He is the Alpha and the Omega. He always has been and always will be. Unlike us, he is not defined or limited by time or spatial existence. 
This week’s lesson will focus on the issues confronting believers over the subject of origins. Were we created along with our entire world in six literal 24-hour days? Or, were we produced by some evolutionary process? Let us dive into our study with this thought!
Creation Week – 
The Scriptures open with ‘In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth’ Genesis 1:1. This verse tells it all. The book of Genesis opens with God already in action as Creator. And the Psalmist gives us the closest thing for a proof of the existence of God saying, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God” (Ps. 14:1, NKJV). 

In the New Testament we read: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of men” (John 1:1-4). The origin of life is God. Our lives are not the result of chance or accident, our lives originated in the heart of a personal God. God's creation was planned and calculated; nothing was left to chance. 
Genesis 1:2 provides us the clue to this marvelous organized handy work of God. It says, “The earth was without form and void.” The first three days He “forms” what was “unformed.” The next three days He “fills” what had been “void” or empty. Finally, all was pronounced ‘very good’ and God rested on the seventh day (Gen. 2:1-3). 
The Heart of the Creator
Question: What is the meaning of life? What is the purpose of our existence? 

The Christian faith answers another important question. If there is not a personal God who created us in love, then we are left to believe that life has no meaning. If there is no meaning to life, neither is there morality. As Dostoevsky said, “Without God all things are permissible.” If there is no morality, how is it that there is a universal sense of rightness and wrongness about things like theft, murder and adultery? Immanuel Kant, the great philosopher, said, “Two things fill the mind with ever increasing wonder and awe. . . . the starry heavens above me and the moral law within me.” The question is: “Where did all of this come from and why? The why of existence is more important than the how. 
The fact of our existence speaks to the reality that there is a purpose for our existence. Discovering that purpose, and living out that purpose, is our most important mission in life. And as for God, it was more than that. He created us in love because he wanted to express His love to us. He enjoyed His creation. This hint of joy as the author tells can be seen in Gen 1:2 saying, “And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.” 
Moses describes the Spirit of God “hovering” over the face of the waters at the opening of Creation week. Then he uses the word ‘hovering’ in Deut. 32:10, 11 for God as an expression of love, joy, care and protection of God for His creation just like the mother bird hovering over her babies. Love motivated the creation and love will continue to endure when this sin stricken creation is created anew.  
All of this means that God seems to want the earth to exist and holds it in delicate balance. If God wants the earth to exist, he must have a purpose for it. If there is a purpose for the world and those who live in it, then life has meaning. That meaning, as expressed in the Westminster Confession is this: “The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.” What better meaning could life have? 

The Heavens Declare
Psalm 19 has been called one of the noblest examples of Hebrew poetry in existence. C.S. Lewis called Psalm 19 “the greatest poem in the Bible.” This psalm was written by David while he was in the wilderness running from King Saul. It was written originally to be sung as a praise song. The Hebrew is graphic and stunning and shows David’s deep love for God and His creation. David answers the question, “Can God be known?” and answers with a resounding YES! But, as we saw with Moses, God can only be known on His terms and by His rules. God can only be known as He makes Himself known. Erwin Lutzer writes: “In creation, God went public.” 
Question: How can a finite mind understand an infinite God?
Job put it this way: "Can you fathom the mysteries of God? Can you probe the limits of the Almighty? They are higher than the heavens-what can you do? They are deeper than the depths of the grave-what can you know?” (Job 11:7-8). 

Isaiah wrote: “Who has understood the mind of the LORD?” (Isaiah 40:13)
In Psalms 19 the psalmist describes the glories of the heavens and firmament. Natural revelation reaches every place on earth. No one can escape even the Sun. Even if someone is blind, you will still feel the heat. 
1 Cor. 15:41 speaks about the uniqueness of the Sun, the moon and the stars, “The sun has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in splendor.” 
Job 26:7 says, “He spreads out the northern skies over empty space; he suspends the earth over nothing.” 
Isaiah 40:22 tells us about the shape of the earth. “He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in.”

Amos 5:8 speaks about the rotation of the earth. (He who made the Pleiades and Orion, who turns blackness into dawn and darkens day into night, who calls for the waters of the sea and pours them out over the face of the land-- the LORD is his name—

Water and Weather Cycles:

Eccles. 1:7 “All streams flow into the sea, yet the sea is never full. To the place the streams come from, there they return again.” 

Job 26:8 “He wraps up the waters in his clouds, yet the clouds do not burst under their weight.”

Job 36:27-29 mentions about the rain and clouds, "He draws up the drops of water, which distill as rain to the streams; the clouds pour down their moisture and abundant showers fall on mankind. Who can understand how he spreads out the clouds, how he thunders from his pavilion?” 

Aren’t we thankful that God chose to reveal Himself in such a way that we can not only apprehend Him but also have a relationship with Him? 

The Cross and Creation
David abruptly switches gears and turns his attention to God’s Word in Psalms 19: 7-9. He uses six synonyms for God’s Word –law, statutes, precepts, commands, fear, and ordinances. David was speaking of the Torah, the first five books of the Bible, but his description is equally true for the whole cannon of Scripture. David praises the qualities of the Law then its results. 
· The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. Ancient Israel revered God’s Torah as an expression of His love for them. The law is perfect which means “whole, intact, or free from blemish.” God’s Word is comprehensive; it speaks to every issue of our lives. It is interesting that David uses Yahweh, the personal name for God. God’s Word has the ability to put us back on track when we have lost our way. 
· The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. God’s Word is not a variable document that changes according to circumstances. It is dependable or reliable. 
· The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The Word of God sets us on the right path and there is great joy in being on the right road. 
· The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. Radiant can be translated “shining” or “pure.” These commands shed light to the path in front of us as David liken the Word to a lamp in Psalm 119: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.” (Psalm 119:105)
· The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. Many times we misunderstand the word fear in relation to God. We are commanded to have an honest, healthy respect for God as Father.  Solomon tells us that ‘the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” 
· The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous. God’s Word is the standard for righteousness. It is perfect, trustworthy, and precious for our spiritual life. Moses wrote: “This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that you may love the LORD your God, listen to his voice, and hold fast to him.” (Deuteronomy 30:19-20) 
David’s deep desire was to have a consistent lifestyle of worship before a great and powerful God. The Bible speaks to us as sinners. The theologian Louis Berkhof states the main purpose of special revelation (God’s Word) is “to change man’s entire spiritual condition by redeeming from the power of sin and leading him back to a life in communion with God.” 

From the beginning of time, God knew that one day, in order to set things right again, He would become a human being. (see Genesis 3:15). That is the mystery of the Incarnation. Listen to how Paul put it: “…that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins against them.” (2 Corinthians 5:19) Jesus said that if you have seen Him you have seen the Father because: “I and my Father are one.” (John 10:30) Jesus was fully-God and fully-man. Thus John shows a clear picture of the cross and the creation in John 1:1-14 He declared, “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14). 

To see Jesus was to see God because Jesus is “the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word.” (Hebrews 1:3) God became a human in order to redeem us. The word “redeem” means to “buy back.” 
Zachariah proclaimed:"Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and has redeemed his people. (Luke 1:68) 

Paul wrote: “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.” (Galatians 4:4-5)
“But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (Romans 5:8) 

Thank God for sunsets, for flowers, for beaches, and mountains, and goats, and penguins, and mosquitoes, and your brain, and rain, and snowflakes, and ask His forgiveness and make every effort to live a life of consistent praise to our incredible God – our Rock and our Redeemer. 
Creation and Recreation
Question: Isaiah raises some questions on life as to Why should I abandon my life of self-centered materialism? Why should I live a life of justice and righteousness? Why should I accept God’s holy servant Jesus Christ as my Savior? The answer is because there are better days ahead for those who are in God’s grace. Beginning in Isaiah 65:16, the prophet says “the past troubles will be forgotten and hidden from my eyes.” Then God says “Behold, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to mind.”  How do I know that? 
In Rev. 21:4 we have the promise that “He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 

In other words, God’s new world will be so wonderful that none of the problems of the past will be remembered! And none of the problems of the past will be repeated! 
2 Corinthians 5:17 says that “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation! The old has gone, the new has come.”
The story is told that Napoleon overheard some of his men arguing about whether God actually created the world. He stopped their debate and with a grand sweep of his hands asked them what they planned to do with the evidence of the sky full of stars that were shining down on their ship. 

More and more, the scientific establishment is coming to the conclusion of the ancient writer that wrote: “The fool says in his heart there is no God.” (Psalm 14:1; Psalm 53:1) 
Astrophysicist Robert Jastrow, former head of the NASA/Goddard space institute, has said, “For the scientist who has lived by his faith in the power of reason, the story of the big bang ends like a bad dream. He has scaled the mountains of ignorance; he is about to conquer the highest peak; as he pulls himself over the final rock, he is greeted by a band of theologians who have been sitting there for centuries.” 

Natural Revelation is limited in scope and function. The creative order proclaims God as creator and magnifies His greatness and power. The whole Christian hope rests on the promises of a new heaven and a new earth. 
We will have prosperity. Isaiah 65: 21 say, “They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. No longer will they build houses and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones will long enjoy the works of their hands.”
God promises that there is going to be new creation. As members of God’s new world, we have joy, we have longevity, and we have prosperity. Since God is going to create a new universe where Jesus Christ is Lord, it is vitally important that we give our lives to the One who gave His life for us. 
God Bless You!!!
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