Lesson – 2                                              April 13, 2013                              Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 2 Love and Judgement: God’s Dilemma (Hosea)
Read for your study: Hos. 7:11-12, 10:11-13. Matt. 11:28-30, Rom. 5:8, 1 Peter 2:24, Hos. 14.  
Memory Text: “But you must return to your God; maintain love and justice, and wait for your God always” (Hosea 12:6, NIV). 
Introduction: In the previous lesson we have learnt that wealth from the subject nations of Israel was pouring into the treasury at the capital city of Samaria, and the people of Israel were enjoying a period of prosperity. But along with prosperity came moral and spiritual degeneration. 
Secularism and materialism had filled the hearts of the people. The list reads like of our modern days: swearing, lying, killing, stealing, adultery, drunkenness, perversion, perjury, deceit, and oppression, to name but a few. But one thing that grieved the heart of God more than anything else was the sin of idolatry (Hosea 4:12-13; 13:2). The golden calves for Baal worship which Jeroboam 1 had set up about 150 years earlier had opened the way to every evil expression of Canaanite idolatry, including drunkenness, religious prostitution and human sacrifice. 
The Lord viewed Israel as His wife. Thus, He viewed her worship of other gods as spiritual adultery. Many other passages from the Old Testament speaks of Israel playing a harlot with other gods (Deut. 31:16; Judges 2:17). 
The story of Hosea is the story of God’s struggle with those same opposing demands. Here we see God’s never ending love for his people balanced against his need to see justice done. Here we have an acted parable of God’s love for an unfaithful people. Let us dive into our study and learn more! 

Easily Deceived and Senseless: 
Hosea 7: 11-12- ‘Ephraim is like a dove, easily deceived and senseless—now calling to Egypt, now turning to Assyria. When they go, I will throw my net over them; I will pull them down like birds of the air. When I hear them flocking together, I will catch them’ 
Question: What does this passage tell us about God? When God uses the term "Ephraim," He may be referring or it is more likely He is using it as He uses the term "Jerusalem": for the whole country. Ephraim represents or symbolizes the ten northern tribes, Israel as distinct from Judah, because Ephraim was its leading tribe. 
Israel is compared to a senseless bird (compare Jer. 5:21), allowing itself to be an easy prey for the fowler’s net. In this context, her reliance on other nations for help was an act of rebellion against God. It was just like depending on the heathen gods of the other nations. 
God accuses both Ephraim (Israel, also called Samaria) and Judah of running to other nations, particularly Egypt and Assyria (Hosea 5:13; 7:11), when threatened rather than to God. In the same way, all Israel loves to pursue idols—Baal seems to have been a favorite—rather than their Maker. (Hosea 4:12-14; 8:14; 12:11).  
Ellen G. White tells us that ‘The alliances made by the Israelites with their heathen neighbors resulted in the loss of their identity as God's peculiar people. They became leavened by the evil practices of those with whom they formed forbidden alliances. Affiliation with world lings caused them to lose their first love, and their zeal for God's service. The advantages they sold themselves to gain, brought only disappointment, and caused the loss of many souls.’ 

Question: What warning is given to us here as rebellious and disobedient children? 

The experience of Israel will be the experience of all who go to the world for strength, turning away from the living God. Those who forsake the mighty One, the source of all strength, and affiliate with world lings, placing on them their dependence, become weak in moral power, as are those in whom they trust. 

A Trained Heifer and a toddler son: 
God repeatedly tells us that a loving, caring parent will discipline his children for their own good. (Deuteronomy 8:5; Proverbs 13:24; Hosea 11:1-4; Hebrews 12:6; Revelation 3:19) But, what is God supposed to do if the discipline is not working? Read Hosea 11:5-9.

‘God comes with entreaties and assurances to those who are making mistakes. He seeks to show them their error, and lead them to repentance. But if they refuse to humble their hearts before him, if they strive to exalt themselves above him, he must speak to them in judgment. No semblance of nearness to God, no assertion of connection with him, will be accepted from those who persist in dishonoring him by leaning upon the arm of worldly power.’ - Review and Herald, August 4, 1904. 
In the days of Abraham and Lot, there were five cities in the Jordan River Valley southeast of the Dead Sea. (Genesis14:8) These cities were Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboiim, and Zoar. Only Zoar survived briefly but later was destroyed also. (PP 167.3) The other four cities became proverbially known for what happens to rebellious people when God gives up on them.

The Lord had rebuked Israel for their evil doing and had pleaded with them to mend their ways. "I have also spoken by the prophets," he said, "and I have multiplied visions, and used similitude, by the ministry of the prophets." Hosea 12:10. (A similitude is a similarity, a comparison, a likeness, a shadow—essentially the same as a parable.) 

Through the prophet that appeared to Jeroboam before the altar at Bethel, through Elijah and Elisha, through Amos and Hosea, God had repeatedly set before Israel the sure result of disobedience. But notwithstanding reproof and entreaty, Israel sank lower and lower in apostasy. "Israel slideth back as a backsliding heifer," the Lord declared. Hosea 4:16. "My people are bent to backsliding from me." Hosea 11:7...
Compassion Stronger than Anger: 
From the start God had reminded Israel of his provision for all their needs, but they would never acknowledge it. The myths and rituals of the fertility gods were much more enticing than the simple assurance that everything they had came from God. People today would much rather think that their success comes from their hard work or business, from their management skills, from their years of study, from their scientific advances, or even from their good fortune, rather than acknowledge that God provides us with every good thing. 

Question: So what is God going to do about it? Will He ‘lose His temper’ and pour out his wrath? What do the following passages teach us about God’s anger and its results?
Deuteronomy 31:16-18 And the LORD said to Moses: “You are going to rest with your fathers, and these people will soon prostitute themselves to the foreign gods of the land they are entering. They will forsake me and break the covenant I made with them. On that day I will become angry with them and forsake them; I will hide my face from them, and they will be destroyed. Many disasters and difficulties will come upon them, and on that day they will ask, ‘Have not these disasters come upon us because our God is not with us?’ And I will certainly hide my face on that day because of all their wickedness in turning to other gods. 
Numbers 32:13-15 – ‘The LORD'S anger burned against Israel and he made them wander in the desert forty years, until the whole generation of those who had done evil in his sight was gone. “And here you are, a brood of sinners, standing in the place of your fathers and making the LORD even more angry with Israel. If you turn away from following him, he will again leave all this people in the desert, and you will be the cause of their destruction.’

Judges 2:11-14 – ‘Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals. They forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They provoked the LORD to anger because they forsook him and served Baal and the Ashtoreth. In his anger against Israel the LORD handed them over to raiders who plundered them. He sold them to their enemies all around, whom they were no longer able to resist.’

Well He isn’t going to just sit back and take it. God’s love isn’t that sentimental. His is a tough love. It’s a love that mixes mercy with justice. But God never ‘loses His temper’. The first thing he’s going to do is to fence her in with thorn bushes, wall her in so she can’t find her way. He’ll cut off her external supports. The thorn bushes suggest a removal of the fertility of the land. Instead of bearing fruit it’ll sprout only thorn bushes. Later in the chapter we see that the land will become a wilderness, the vines will be overrun and wild beasts will roam the land at will. This is a foreshadowing of the exile, when the land will be left empty. So the annual and monthly festivals, all the religious celebrations, will stop. 
But at the same time, he says (2:14) "I am going to take her into the desert again; there I will win her back with words of love." He’s going to take her back to the place where their covenant was first made. Back to the desert, to the scene of the Exodus where Israel first became truly, the people of God. And so they’ll return to Him and will again discover God’s love. And to those who were called "Not-My-People" He’ll say "You are my people" and they’ll answer "You are our God". (2:23) 
This is a picture not only of the way God hurts when his people are unfaithful, but about the real power of his love. Here is a love that expects a response of single-minded faithfulness, and that won’t rest until it gets it. But the way God does it isn’t by coercion; it isn’t by forcing obedience. Yes, he removes his blessings from them so they’ll realize what they’ve lost, but then he acts to win them back. This is the power of love that “God demonstrated His own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8 
Healed , Loved, and Nurtured: 
Many Scholars have viewed the Lord, as a harsh, cruel, and unforgiving God of the Old Testament in comparison to Jesus in the New Testament. But the Lord has always healed and called His wavered people back to Him, revealing His loving character. 

Hosea 14 depicts reaffirmation of the promise that God’s salvation will prevail. The very important and essential element that we learn from the book of Hosea is that He weeps. He wept over Satan and his angels. (1SP 29.2; SR 26.1)
In the midst of all this rebellion and rejection of God, He remained faithful to anyone who would return to Him. He did that by sending His Son to live among us.
In Conclusion, what’s our response to this kind of love going to be? Will we ignore him and rely on the gods of our age to give us all good things, or will we hear the message of Hosea and respond in gratitude and with single-minded faithfulness and ongoing trust; with a lifelong commitment to loving and serving this loving and faithful God? In the end the only adequate response is to acknowledge God’s provision with heartfelt gratitude. In the end, only single-minded faithfulness to a loving and faithful God will do. Are we telling the world the truth about God?
God Bless You!!!
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