Lesson – 2                                        October 8, 2011                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 2 Paul’s Authority and Gospel
Read for your study: 2 Pet. 3:15, 16; Galatians 1; Phil. 1:1; Gal. 5:12.

Memory Text: “For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ”  (Galatians 1:10, NKJV).
Introduction: Within the span of about 30 years from the time of his conversion to his Roman imprisonment, the Apostle Paul had made 3 famous missionary journeys teaching the Bible, preaching the gospel of Christ, and planting churches wherever he went. 

Acts 13 & 14 gives the account of his first journey as he traveled through southern Galatia, where he started churches in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe. But after Paul left, some Jews, known as Judaizers, came to question Paul’s authority in order to undermine the gospel of Christ that Paul had taught. This letter to the Galatian church, written around AD 48 was Paul’s 1st epistle in the New Testament, and it was Paul’s response to what he heard regarding these Jews’ false teachings. 
It is also interesting to note that these Judaizers didn’t deny Jesus as the way of salvation. But they taught that Jesus alone was not enough for their salvation, because they also needed to be circumcised and to follow the Law of Moses, if they wanted to be good Christians. In this way, they distorted the gospel of Christ (1:6), and caused young Christians in Galatia to turn to a different gospel, “which is really no gospel at all” (NIV) vs. 7. To Paul, whenever one adds anything to the gospel of Christ, it’s no longer the gospel. If anyone says, “You need Jesus, plus you need to do this and do that,” he causes it to no longer be the pure and precious gospel of our eternal salvation.
Thought Question: Is it possible that we also might experience a similar situation in our churches? It may be similar to an older Christian saying to younger Christians or to an un-churched person today, “You need Jesus, but you also need to come to our church, and you need to follow our church customs and traditions if you want to be saved and to be blessed by God.” Let us be very careful in our presentation of the gospel truth!
Paul’s Calling and Authority: 
To understand Paul’s view of the church we have to understand how he came to have the authority of an apostle.  He wasn’t appointed by anyone or any organization.  He was appointed by God. 
In Galatians 1:1,2 Paul begins his salutation describing the basis of his apostolic authority from God saying, ‘Paul, an apostle—sent not from men nor by a man, but by Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead—’  And in verse 11 he clearly states that he was called by God, ‘I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin.  I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.” There is no mention of rank or position.  Paul didn’t say I have authority because I’ve been appointed by the church and all church leaders are God’s delegated authority. He just said he was sent by God and that the message that he preached was received by revelation from Jesus Christ – a direct reference to his Damascus experience of face-to-face encounter with Jesus. Paul simply presents himself as one who preached Christ as Lord. 
In all of Paul’s epistles, he introduces himself either as an apostle, or as a servant of Christ, or both as an apostle and a servant, or as a prisoner of Christ without elaboration except in 1 and 2 Thessalonians, Paul only identify himself by name without any mention of his apostolic status, probably because there were no false teachers challenging his authority in the church at Thessalonica. But in Galatians Paul elaborates on his apostolic status, by adding, “An apostle—not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ…” Why did Paul do this?
Paul clearly addressed the importance of his credentials as “an apostle” because the Judaizers had questioned his authority, and attacked and undermined his authority and especially his message of salvation.
Question: Why did Paul write letters to the churches? 
Paul travelled extensively with his new found faith in Jesus Christ. As the missionary to the Gentile world, he founded many churches around the Mediterranean. Although he visited these churches whenever he could, he couldn’t stay in one place too long. To compensate for his absence, and as a follow up work, Paul wrote letters to the churches in order to give them guidance. Over time, copies of Paul’s letters were shared with other churches (Col. 4:16) and were viewed as Scriptures, as Peter mentions in 2 Peter 3:15, 16 that at some point Paul’s writings were viewed as Scripture. This shows just how much authority his ministry and his writings eventually had in the early history of the church. 
Paul’s Gospel
Is it really Paul’s gospel or is it the ‘gospel of Jesus Christ’ that he preached? Paul’s conversion experience teaches us the importance of one’s calling from God and one’s standing before God. Sometimes, we may think that the person who invited us to church or to Bible study is the one who called us to be a Christian, or to join a particular church. 
But we must also know that it is God who called us, not because of anything we had done, but only because of His own mercy and grace. Ephesians 2:8,9 says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast.” In all of Paul’s teachings in his epistles and especially in Galatians, he repeatedly teaches over and over that we are saved only by grace and not by our works, and only through faith in Jesus Christ. 
Question: So, what is Paul’s Gospel then? Paul’s gospel is a message of grace and peace (Gal. 1: 3-5).  Look at verse 3. "Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ." This is not just a simple greeting, but it summarizes concisely Paul's gospel of salvation. It teaches us two things: 
· The nature of our salvation. 
· The source of our salvation. 
Question: What is the nature of our salvation? 
According to verse 3, the nature of salvation is peace; it is “peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” Here, peace primarily means reconciliation. It is not peace by having a nice romantic dinner, or peace from watching a good movie or a good game. But biblically speaking, peace is peace with God, peace with men, peace within. This peace can only be experienced and understood as Paul experienced after his encounter with Jesus. 

Next, what is the source of our salvation? Paul says in verse 3, “Grace to you…” We may use the word grace quite freely or commonly by saying, “I received much grace.” But grace is God’s greatest gift to all mankind. Grace is God's free favour, irrespective of any human merit or works. Grace is God’s loving-kindness to the undeserving. And his grace and peace flow from the Father and Son together (vs. 3) again which Paul had experienced.  
Question: How do we come to know this wonderful “grace and peace”? 
In verse 4, Paul immediately goes on to explain the great historical event in which God's grace was demonstrated, and from which His peace is derived, namely the death of Jesus Christ on the cross. Read verse 4: "…who gave himself for our sins to deliver us from the present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father." Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us…” 

Thus, Paul reflecting on the wonderful news of the grace and peace that God created for us in Jesus Christ describes the heart of his gospel message that the purpose of Christ's death on the cross was to rescue us from the bondage of sin. Christ died to rescue us out of this present age of wickedness. Christ died to rescue us from a lifestyle of the devil who wants to rule our hearts and minds.
Reflecting on the grace, mercy and goodness of Jesus Christ our Messiah, A.T. Jones comments, “But in his great mercy and his divine goodness, without requiring all the burdens and toil of the Pharisaic ceremonialism, and in answer to the longing cry of every burdened heart, the Messiah came, and brought to all men the free gift of the righteousness of God, and of his full salvation. This righteousness and this full salvation, Saul the Pharisee found, and it made him forever Paul the Christian, nevermore to desire the “righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith.” And then, having in Christ perfect righteousness, full salvation, and the power of an endless life; having found in Christ the living gospel instead of the dead form of law; because he would never more admit the multitudinous exactions, the vain strivings, the hollow self-righteousness, and the false gospel of the Pharisees, he was persecuted, and his work in the gospel of Christ was opposed, till the day of his death, by “the Pharisees, which believed,” as well as by all the Jews, who did not believe, by false brethren as well as by open enemies.  And this it was that called forth the book of Galatians. [Advent Review and Sabbath Herald | September 12, 1899]

No Other Gospel - 

This is Paul’s gospel and this is the ‘gospel of Jesus Christ’ that He died for us to forgive us our sins. The purpose of Christ's death was not just to give us forgiveness of sins but also to give us a new life where God can rule our hearts; a life where we can do great things for God, for his own glory, not our own; a life where we can use our abilities and talents the way they were meant to be; a life of assurance: knowing where we come from and where we are going. That's real life and that gives us peace while on earth! 
So, there is no other gospel! If there is any other gospel, other than the ‘gospel of grace and peace in Jesus Christ’ then, it is a false gospel. 

Christ died according to God's will, “according to the will of our God and Father.” (vs. 4). Jesus’ death was not an accident or a tragedy or a misfortune. Rather, Jesus death was exactly according to the plan and the will of God our Father. It was all God's plan. God made a promise; God made a plan and fulfilled it through Jesus Christ.  

The Origin of Paul’s Gospel – 
In Galatians 1:1-5, Paul does 2 things: First, he emphasizes his authority in verses 1, 2. Secondly; he concisely explains his gospel in verses 3-5. Briefly, Paul’s authority comes from being an apostle, by the authority of Jesus Christ and God the Father (1). Paul stressing his authority as an apostle is so important because it authenticates that his gospel was not what he or any man made up but that it came from God. What is this gospel? Paul tells us in 1 verse what the gospel is. Verse 4 tells us that the gospel is Jesus “who gave himself for our sins to deliver (rescue) us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God and Father” (4). When we know this gospel in our hearts, we have what we truly want most in life. We may think we want so many things in this world. But what we really want is grace and peace (3), which only the gospel can give us. 
Let us continue to experience the gospel of ‘grace and peace’ and be faithful till He comes!

God Bless You!!!
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