Lesson – 2 (Qtr – 2) An Inheritance Incorruptible                                              GladAdventMinistries

Introduction: In order to fully comprehend the meaning of any book or a letter in the Bible, we must try to understand: 1) The person who was writing; 2) The person or people to whom it was written; and, if possible, 3) Why it was written; and 4) The setting in which all of this happened. 5) What does this message and an understanding mean to us in our day?  The New Testament is composed of letters and thus we must ask the same questions. And what does it say about God? What is God trying to say to us? 
William Barclay writes that the significance of the theology of First peter is the theology of the early Church. The preaching of the early church was based on five main ideas. The summary of these basic ideas has been given the name Kerugma, which means the announcement or the proclamation of a herald. These declarations are the five main planks in the edifice of early Christian preaching, as recorded for us in the sermons of Peter in the early chapters of Acts. 
· The age of fulfillment has dawned; the Messianic age has begun. This is God’s last word. A new order is being inaugurated and the elect are summoned to join the new community. Acts 2:14-16; 3:12-26; 4:8-12; 10:34-43; 1 Peter 1:3, 10-12; 4:7.

· This new age has come through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, all of which are in direct fulfilment of the prophecies of the Old Testament and are, therefore, the result of the definite plan and foreknowledge of God. Acts 2:20-31; 3:13, 14; 10:43; 1 Peter 1:20, 21.

· By virtue of the resurrection Jesus has been exalted to the right hand of God and is the Messianic head of the new Israel. Acts 2:22-26; 3:13; 4:11; 5:30, 31; 10:39-42; 1 Peter 1:21; 2:7; 2:24; 3:22.

· These Messianic events will shortly reach their consummation in the return of Christ in glory and the judgment of the living and the dead. Acts 3:19-23; 10:42; 1 Peter 1:5, 7, 13; 4:5, 13, 17, 18; 5:1, 4.

· These facts are made the grounds for an appeal for repentance, and the offer of forgiveness and of the Holy Spirit, and the promise of eternal life. Acts 2:38, 39; 3:19; 5:31; 10:43; 1 Peter 1:13-25; 2:1-3; 4:1-5. 

Le tus dive into our study and learn what God wants us to know through Peter! 

A     1 Peter 1:1. The addressee. (To the Exiles) 
What can we learn from this one verse that helps to give us a bit of context? Peter was obviously repeating the basic core message of the gospel. But, Peter was writing to his fellow Christians in a time of great difficulty. 
· Peter was in Rome when he wrote to the believers in the Roman provinces of Asia (today’s Turkey).
· The letter was written probably around 64 and 66 AD during the reign of Nero.
· The expression “strangers” or “pilgrims” is used in 2 Peter 2:11 and Hebrews 11:13 to explain that all the believers are pilgrims on this earth.
· An alternative translation would be: “those who live dispersed far from their home,” the Heavenly Jerusalem. 
B 1 Peter 1:2. The believers are chosen. (Elected) What did Peter mean when he said: “You were chosen according to the purpose of God the Father…”? 
· Is Peter suggesting an immutable predestination? Does that mean that some are chosen for salvation and others for perdition (see Romans 8:30)?
· Ephesians 1:4. We were chosen before the foundation of Earth. We are the exiles for eternity. The elect are those who choose to follow God’s plan for their lives. 
· 1 Timothy 2:4. God wants “every man” to be saved.
· 2 Peter 3:9. God wants everyone to repent, but He doesn’t force anyone to do it.
· John 3:16. Everyone has the chance to be sprinkled with Jesus’ blood.
· God has predestined everyone for salvation, but some people rejected that high call. God already know who will answer the call in His prescience. That foreknowledge doesn’t change the free will of every person.
· Another important point of Peter’s greeting is the role of each member of Trinity:
· GOD THE FATHER: He chooses us to be His people (2 Timothy 2:19)
· THE HOLY SPIRIT: He sanctifies us for obedience.
· JESUS CHRIST: He sprinkles us with His blood for salvation.
C 1 Peter 1:3-12. Agenda. (Key Themes) Peter wanted his audience to know that God the Father and God the Son are preparing a wonderful place for us. But, we must be tested now to prepare us to live in that place. Peter’s audience was suffering a lot of persecution. They never knew when they would be arrested or killed. They could rejoice only in the hope of a resurrection to eternal life. The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the key to that Christian hope. 
· The new birth that—thanks to the resurrection of Jesus—guarantees an “inheritance incorruptible” that we’ll receive at the Second Coming (v. 3-5).
· The Christian joy amid suffering. That suffering is a byproduct of the conflict between good and evil; it tests our faith and purifies us like gold (v. 6-9). 
· The privilege of living the Gospel that was foretold to the prophets and the result of it “which angels desire to look into.” (v. 10-12). What did Peter mean when he said the prophets of the Old Testament made careful search and investigation into salvation? 
D 1 Peter 1:13-21. How the saved live. (Living the Life of Salvation) Peter was challenging his audience to be alert and be prepared for action. No matter what happens, be obedient and do not fall back into your old patterns of living as you did in ignorance. Instead, you must be holy because God is holy. 
· Peter encourages us to prepare our minds to live a life in tune with God’s grace and the hope of our salvation (v. 13-14). Then, he explains three great motivating truths to a Christian conduct:
· God’s character. God is holy, and He is our example (v. 15-16).
· The coming judgement. God will judge everyone impartially according to their work (v. 17).
· The cost of Redemption. A high price has been paid: the precious blood of Christ (v. 16-21).
E     1 Peter 1:22-25. Fraternal love. ( Love One Another) So, what should motivate us today to be Christians? Is it popular to be a Christian in our day? Why do we choose to be Christians?  
· The consequence of a holy life is the believers loving one another. That love is revealed in two ways:
· Fraternal love (filia): Since we are sons and daughters of God, we are brothers and sisters.
· Deep love (agape): We show pure and selfless love in our relationships.
· We have an immortal inheritance as children of our heavenly Father because we choose to be like Him and live pure lives. Thus, we have become members of God’s family, brothers and sisters who love each other. Peter believed that through the purification that came along with baptism and the effort to live holy lives, Christians would come to love each other. 
· We don’t produce that love ourselves; God is the One who does it “through the word of God which lives and abides forever.” (1 Peter 1:23). That kind of love comes only from a God who loves in that same way. Agape is not the selfish, self-centered, ordinary human kind of love. 
· In this first chapter of 1 Peter, we have seen that Peter was expecting a deep and faithful experience to be the norm for Christians. 
· “His [Peter’s] letters were the means of reviving the courage and strengthening the faith of those who were enduring trial and affliction, and of renewing to good works those who through manifold temptations were in danger of losing their hold upon God.”—Ellen G. White, The Acts of the Apostles* 517.1. 
· While almost everything on this earth is subject to change and corruption, Peter reminded us that we are eligible for an inheritance which is incorruptible. 
