
Lesson – 2 (Qtr – 2, April 14, 2018)                                   GladAdventMinistries

Lesson – 2                            Daniel and the End Time 

Introduction: - Those who have studied the Bible shouldn’t be surprised to learn that ancient Israel did not fulfill God’s plan for it. After spending about 200 years in Egypt with about 100 years in slavery and then being miraculously delivered from Egypt by God’s power, instead of faithfully representing God, the Israelites fell back into their evil ways soon after being established in Palestine. Eventually, they were conquered by Nebuchadnezzar and the armies of Babylon three times. 

This was a serious problem for the children of Israel. Being in captivity and even in slavery in Babylonia caused a lot of concern among the Jews. We need to remember and understand that in ancient times people believed that the nations were divided up among the different “gods” so that each god had his/her own territory. So, if you wanted to worship that god, you had to worship him/her on his/her own territory. (See 2 Kings 5, especially vs. 16-18.) So, their concern was: Would God still hear their prayers as they were in Babylonia? 

 But, fortunately, Daniel and his three friends after arriving in Babylon were not concerned about God’s ability to hear their prayers way over in that foreign country. Thus, they became witnesses to the nations in a way that the entire nation of Israel should have been hundreds of years earlier. 

While we recognize that Daniel and his three friends lived in very different times and circumstances than we do, what can we learn from their stories? Let’s dive into our Lesson and study through chapters 1-6! 
A  Be faithful. Daniel 1.
There were at least two reasons why Daniel and his friends refused to eat the king’s food. Not only was it less healthy than the water and vegetables that they were given but also the king’s food had been offered to his gods before it was served. 
· Thus, Daniel “resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine” (Daniel 1:8 NIV). His three friends seconded that decision.

· God rewarded their loyalty in that decision with “understanding of all kinds of literature and learning.” (Daniel 1:17)
· So, what about us in our day? Are we carefully adhering to the truth revealed in the Bible and the writings of Ellen White? 
· We must be faithful in the small battles of our lives NOW. Then we’ll be able to remain faithful in the End Time. We’ll remain faithful in every circumstance only if we cling to Jesus.

B  Be humble and rely on God.  - Daniel 2.
Daniel 7-12 prove that God is able to predict the future far in advance. God repeatedly challenged the other “gods” to do that. In the book of Isaiah, God told Isaiah that there are two main criteria on which to base one’s judgment about who is a God: (1) The real God created everything; (2) The real God is able to predict the future far in advance, in one case over 2300 years in advance! 
· Daniel didn’t know the dream or the interpretation. He showed humbleness and dependency on God.

· He turned to God in prayer. He relied fully on God (Daniel 2:17-18)
· He gave glory to God as soon as he received the dream (Daniel 2:19-23)
· He was humble before the king and gave credit to God (Daniel 2:27-28)
· Let’s show the same humbleness and dependency Daniel showed by praising the cross of Christ instead of ourselves.

C  Stand up for your beliefs.  - Daniel 3.

· The only certainty in the plain of Dura was that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego wouldn’t transgress God’s law.

· That incident is similar to the order to worship the image of the beast in Revelation 13.
· Is it possible that sometime in the near future our lives could be threatened if we do not worship in the way and at the time demanded by a political power? 
· Am I willing to defend the teachings of the Bible even when my life, work, freedom or friends are threatened?

D  Acknowledge God (be born again).  - Daniel 4.
Daniel 3 ends with Nebuchadnezzar making a great confession about the true God. 
· The king only acknowledged God’s power and authority over his life after his pride was taking down by the Holy Spirit (Daniel 4:34-37)
· Many will turn to God in the End Time like Nebuchadnezzar did. Our testimony and the power of the Holy Spirit in the “latter rain” will result in many conversions like never before (Revelation 18:1)
E  Worship God in every circumstance.  - Daniel 6.

· Why did Daniel keep praying publicly instead of doing it privately to avoid the death sentence?

· If he had prayed to God privately in that moment, he would’ve been praising king Darius.

· In the End Time, “the beast” will be worshipped by the inhabitants of the Earth. If we remain silent and worship privately, we will be rejecting God.

· God has given us some time to get in the habit being faithful. Then, He will strengthen us the day persecution and death come.
· How can we best witness to family and friends who may not believe as we do? 
· If we live a loving, caring, honest, faithful life, will that make it more likely that others will listen to us when we talk to them about our God? 
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