Lesson – 2                                    October 10, 2015                            Gladwin Mathews


Lesson – 2 The Crisis (Within and Without) 
Read for your study: - Judg. 2:1-15; 1 Kings 12:26-31; 2 Chron. 33:9-10; Jer. 2:1-28; 5:2-3.

Memory Text: - 'Israel was holiness to the Lord. The first fruits of His increase. All that devour him will offend; disaster will come upon them,' says the Lord (Jeremiah 2:3, NKJV).

Introduction: - We have often heard about Jeremiah as the weeping prophet, or the Prophet of gloom and doom! But Jeremiah deserves a better image because his spiritual quality and moral responsibility were awesome. 
Ever since the Fall, the human condition was in crisis and God had to provide solution to this crisis through the sacrificial system, symbolic of the sacrifice of Jesus. God chose special people to spread His word that the solution to this crisis is available in Jesus, the Messiah. But His special people rejected Him. The history of ancient Israel from the exodus to the exile tells us that they seemed to go from one crisis to another, separating themselves further and further from God, starting almost at Mount Sinai. And then Jeremiah came at the bitter end of this story. His exciting life is full of adventures and is very relevant even today. Let’s get into our study to learn more about this crisis!

A Quick History: - Jeremiah was faced with a double crisis. Babylon was about to conquer Jerusalem for the first time and take over the country, but the real crisis was in the hearts and minds of the people, who allowed themselves into idol worship either led by the leaders or the neighbouring countries. It is sad enough to just take one generation for things to go from good to bad. None of that would have happened if Israel/Judah had remained faithful to God. 
We see this decline happen from one generation to another, moving farther from God. We read in Judges 2:10 -11, “After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel. Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals.” NIV
Generation after generation they went farther and farther from God and faced one crisis after another. As a result of their terrible rebellion, they ended up wandering 40 years in the wilderness until one complete generation had died. But yet God was merciful to them. He did not give up on them. He sent them Judges to deliver them from their enemies. “Then the Lord raised up judges, who saved them out of the hands of these raiders.” Judges 2:16 
The “good” times in the era of the judges, followed by the rule of Saul, David, and Solomon were prosperous and peaceful. However, after Solomon’s reign, things were never the same for Israel. They found themselves doing the same things that God had warned them not to do. With Solomon’s demand for more and more money, gold, and silver, and his hundreds of wives and concubines, things deteriorated once again. When Solomon died, the northern tribes refused to stay loyal to his son Rehoboam. The nation split into two, Israel in north and Judah in the south. 

“The tribes had long suffered grievous wrongs under the oppressive measures of their former ruler. The extravagance of Solomon’s reign during his apostasy had led him to tax the people heavily and to require of them much menial service”.—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, pp. 88.3-89.0.
Question: - What lesson can we learn from the mistakes of God’s chosen nation Israel and its leaders? Are we facing similar crisis among us?  
The Two Kingdoms: - Rehoboam lost control of the kingdom and lost much of the kingdom to Jeroboam and things under him began to decline rapidly. He made some awful choices for Israel by introducing idol worship, as a measure to stop his people from travelling to Jerusalem for the yearly festivals and worship. 
He was afraid of losing their loyalty during those visits to Jerusalem, so he set up shrines to worship golden calves (in remembrance of the wilderness worship experience) and encouraged them to visit Shechem instead (1 Kings 12:25-31). He built two places of worship: one in Dan and one in Bethel where he set up golden bull calves, telling his people that those were the gods that had brought them out of Egypt! (1 Kings 12:28). The result was that there was a rapid decline in spirituality. 
Ellen G. White tells us that “the apostasy introduced during Jeroboam’s reign became more and more marked, until finally it resulted in the utter ruin of the kingdom of Israel.—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 107.3. 

Question: How committed are we and our children to the truths that started our church and especially to the teachings of Ellen G. White? 

Two Evils: - Israel, the chosen people of God had committed two evils: they forsook the Lord and hewed broken cisterns which did not hold water. Jeremiah 2: 13 says, “My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.”  

Question: What does this passage about the ‘broken cisterns’ mean? Jeremiah had never stopped preaching against the two major evils of his day: idolatry and injustice. And he is amazed at these evils for never before has such a thing been known! The Jews had forsaken their God! Nations just don’t give up their deities. They cling to them with fierce loyalty he says, “Look around – search far and wide – read the history of the nations. When has a nation neglected it’s god?” But the gods of all the nations are nothing more than idols, they’re fakes, cheats and still, their people cling to them. 

Judah on the other hand, who belongs to the true God, has turned their back on Him! He has done nothing but bless them. He has proven Himself time and again, even in miraculous ways that could not be denied but the people had turned their backs on him and gone after the worthless idols of the other nations. So the first evil is that they have forsaken God. The second is that they had set up other gods in His place. He was their source of supply, genuine and lasting. 
People always commit two evils when they reject the true and living God! You see, man is insatiably religious – he HAS to worship something! So when he commits the evil of rejecting the True God, he will always commit another evil and set up an idol – a man-made substitute, who’s no replacement at all.

In ancient Israel and Judah, the substitutes had names like Baal, Asherah, Molech, Marduk, Isis, Osiris, & Dagon. 

Our age has it’s own man-made replacements for God. we may think ourselves too sophisticated to bow down before an image like the idols of old but make no mistake, there are as many idols being worshiped today as there has been in the past. They just go by different names: Power, lust, greed, pleasure, and fame to name some. 
But what I want to ask you to take careful note of this morning is to whom the Lord is speaking in these verses – Who is he referring to?  Who has committed these two evils?

Look at the first words of v. 13 = “For My People, have committed two evils.” We expect the lost to worship idols – they’re lost! But what should we expect from the people of God? They ought to worship and serve God and have no commerce with idols! 
The Babylonian Threat: - We may think of the military battles and the Babylonian conquests as a natural result of Judah’s seeking after other gods, but it must not be forgotten that it was also God’s design for the overthrow to be a learning tool for the people. And in many ways, it did result in the strengthening of a remnant of Hebrews who remained faithful to Him. 
Question: What is the condition of God’s people – the church today? Are we replaying history? I regret to say that it seems things today are a replay of the days of Josiah and Jeremiah. The modern Church has become filled with the wisdom of man and the debris of the world! Why is it, that with more people than ever claiming to be bible-believing, God - fearing Christians, the culture around us is sliding into a gutter of moral filth and broken cisterns which does hold the living word of God?
And why is it that statistically, Christians often seem morally indistinguishable from the rest of the culture? It is because we’ve forsaken God, the fountain of living water and instead have hewn out for ourselves cisterns to hold the polluted opinions and philosophy of man! Instead of simply teaching and preaching the Word of God and depending on the Holy Spirit to apply it to the lives of His people, we’ve devised our own means of “doing church” : 

· We develop marketing strategies! 

· We do a demographic analysis of our target audience and then tailor our program to meet their felt need!
· We turn the sanctuary into a theater and instead of making saints, we cultivate consumers!
· We’ve redefined success from faithfulness to God and His message to “church growth” and “market share”!
· We’ve promoted personalities and made celebrities out of what should be servants and replaced the offensive Gospel of Christ with the soothing liberal message of a watered down spirituality! 
· We’ve replaced the message of the Prophets with the philosophies and theories of psychologists! 

· And instead of preparing people for heaven, we’re just enabling them to cope with their guilt while they make their way slowly towards captivity of other ‘gods’! 
Are we doing things the way Israelites did in the sight of the Lord? They believed they had the temple of the Lord midst them but ignored the truth of God’s creatorship and salvation. They felt that having the temple in their midst assured them of God’s protection. But they failed to see that this alone would never divert a disaster. It was bad enough to be in such a crisis as the Babylonians were about to inflict on them, but to consistently ignore the even bigger threat of losing their relationship with the God of the universe, was a crisis of eternal magnitude. 
Do we face similar crisis – within and without? How is our relationship with the Lord? Do we feel protected, secured, and strengthened in faith as the events unfold around us? 
Let us not be wise in our own eyes as Deut. 12:8 says, “Ye shall not do after all the things that we do here this day, every man whatsoever is right in his own eyes.” 
How can we better equip ourselves to withstand any rough road we might be called upon to travel in the future? 
May God grant us His mercy and strength to face those rough times!

God Bless You!!!
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