Lesson – 2 (Qtr. 2, 2016)                           April 9, 2016                          Gladwin Mathews 


Lesson – 2 The Ministry Begins
Read for your study: - Matt. 3:1-12; 4:1-12;  4:17-22. Isa. 9:1, 2; 2 Pet. 1:19; Phil. 2:5-8.
Memory text: - ‘Come, follow me,’ Jesus said, ‘and I will send you out to fish for people’ (Matthew 4:19, NIV).

Introduction: - Many still wonder where did we come from? Why are we here? How can we get the most good out of life? Where do we go after we die? Knowing the correct way to live is incomplete unless we know the purpose for doing it. The story of redemption and the great controversy behind it give us the full answers to those questions. We are blessed to have access to all of these answers. 

Beginning from His birth throughout His childhood, the entire life of Jesus, was a perfect model for our lives. But it wasn’t till Jesus reached thirty that His public ministry began and we were given a wider picture of what our lives should reflect here on earth.  

This lesson focuses on John the Baptist and his ministry as the forerunner of Jesus as well as the early ministry of Jesus Himself. Let us dive into our study and learn! 
John the Baptist and “Present Truth”: - Matthew 3 narrates a universal message that calls for all to ‘repent!’ This was a message which God has been trying to convey to the fallen world since Adam’s fall. The urgency of the message came through John the Baptist, preceding Christ’s First Advent. He added, “for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” He also emphasized it by the use of the phrase ‘Present truth’ found in 2 Peter 1:12 “For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are established in the present truth.” 
John the Baptist spoke of repentance, confession, bearing fruit, baptism; but also the need to be ready for the Messiah. 
He used quotes and examples from the Scriptures he knew—the Old Testament. 
He taught they should live according to true repentance so they could be ready for the coming of the Messiah. 
He always pointed to Jesus. He stressed both His ability to transform hearts—the baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire in Matthew 3:11—and His ability to judge—His Second Coming in Matthew 3:12. 
Question: - What is God asking of us today? Isn’t the message the same? For those who have been lifelong members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, do we still need the message to repent and be baptized? 
The Contrast in the Wilderness: - This was not the first time Satan and Christ had faced each other in serious combat. On the previous occasion, Satan had started the rebellion in heaven. We read in the Desire of Ages that “When Satan and the Son of God first met in conflict, Christ was the commander of the heavenly hosts; and Satan, the leader of revolt in heaven, was cast out. Now their condition is apparently reversed, and Satan makes the most of his supposed advantage.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 119. 
How would you describe the differences between Satan’s kingdom and Christ’s kingdom? Satan was motivated only by selfishness and the desire to put himself above others. Christ was selfless and motivated only by love. That is the essential difference between righteousness and sin. 
What is the contrast that we see here between Jesus and Satan? 
Jesus: Philippians 2:5-8. He was God but made himself creature. He humbled himself. 

Satan: Isa. 14:12-14. He was a creature, but he wanted to be like God. He exalted himself.
Jesus “was in all points tempted… yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15). Adam failed but He overcame. We fail but He overcomes. He proved that there are no excuses for our failure. We don’t need to fall into temptation. We can overcome through faith and submitting ourselves to Christ. 

The Temptation: - What do the temptations of Jesus reveal to us about God and about Satan? (Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12- 13; Luke 4:1-13)
“Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.” 
(Matthew 4:1) 

Each of those temptations was designed to tempt Jesus to doubt His relationship with the Father. There was always that “if” stated or implied in each temptation. The Jewish people had developed a legend that the Messiah would appear on the pinnacle of the temple and descend to the courtyard to help them conquer and remove the Romans. No doubt, if Jesus had been willing to do that, they would have rallied around Him. 
“When Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted, He was led by the Spirit of God. He did not invite temptation. He went to the wilderness to be alone, to contemplate His mission and work. By fasting and prayer He was to brace Himself for the bloodstained path He must travel. But Satan knew that the Saviour had gone into the wilderness, and he thought this the best time to approach Him.” E.G.W. (The Desire of Ages, cp. 12, pg. 114) 
In one respect, the temptations of Jesus were similar to the temptations of Adam and Eve. By His victory, Jesus showed clearly that there is never any excuse for sin. He was tempted, and we are all tempted. But, we do not have to fall. 
The gospel of Luke explains that Satan didn’t depart from Jesus until he “had ended every temptation.” 
(Luke 4:13). 
Jesus “was in all points tempted… yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15). Adam failed but He overcame. We fail but He overcomes. He proved that there are no excuses for our failure. 
We don’t need to fall into temptation. We can overcome through faith and submitting ourselves to Christ. 
The Land of Zebulun and Naphtali: - “And leaving Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali.” (Matthew 4:13)
In 104 BC, Aristobulus I conquered Galilee and forced the native to circumcise and to embrace the Jewish faith. The descendants of those “compulsory Jews” sincerely accepted Israel’s faith and became true Jews. 
After John died, Jesus decided to make Galilee the headquarters of His ministry. As Isaiah foretold, His light shined where the deepest darkness reigned. 
He worked humbly on behalf of those who were considered simple, coarse and rough.
The Call of the Fishermen: - For the first one and one-half years of His ministry, Jesus worked fairly quietly in Judea, sometimes working with disciples at His side and sometimes working alone. (DA 201.3) 
Shortly after beginning His Galilean ministry, Jesus officially called His disciples. The account recorded in Matthew 4 tells how He called Peter, Andrew, James, and John. This call was very unique and interesting because according to the customs of their culture, a man would approach a respected rabbi and request to “follow him”. But it was quite exciting to have a rabbi invite you to follow him, making Jesus’ invitation to these fishermen even more noteworthy to someone like Matthew. 
The Scriptures say, “They immediately left their nets and followed Him.” (Matthew 4:20) Jesus began His ministry with a call: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17). That’s the greatest need of every man and woman. 
Andrew and John heard how John the Baptist pointed to Jesus as the Messiah. They met Him and decided to follow Him—part-time. Simon Peter and other disciples also joined Him as He preached in Judea (John 1:35-42). 
Andrew, Peter, James and John were called to a greater commitment to Jesus in Capernaum. Jesus transformed those simple fishermen into fishers of men. The key was to leave everything behind to follow Christ, completely surrendering to Him. 
Jesus chose unlearned fishermen because they had not been schooled in the traditions and erroneous customs of their time. They were men of native ability, and they were humble and teachable,–men whom He could educate for His work. In the common walks of life there is many a man patiently treading the round of daily toil, unconscious that he possesses powers which, if called into action, would raise him to an equality with the world’s most honored men. The touch of a skillful hand is needed to arouse those dormant faculties. It was such men that Jesus called to be His co laborers; and He gave them the advantage of association with Himself.—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 250.1. 
The Bible has an answer to every temptation that we might face. We need to become so familiar with its teachings so that when we are tempted, the appropriate Scripture comes to mind. Jesus was incredibly humble. How can we learn to be more like Him? 

The Gospels speak a great deal about the “kingdom of God” or the “kingdom of heaven.” That expression occurs 106 times in the Gospels. Of those, 49 times are in Matthew; 16 are in Mark; 38 are in Luke; and 3 are in John. What do we need to know about the “kingdom of heaven”? The kingdom of God’s grace is now being established, as day by day hearts that have been full of sin and rebellion yield to the sovereignty of His love. But the full establishment of the kingdom of His glory will not take place until the second coming of Christ to this world.—Ellen G. White, Thoughts From the Mount of Blessing, p. 108.1. 
“Our first work is with our own hearts. The true principles of reform should be practiced. The heart must be converted and sanctified else we have no connection with Christ. While our hearts are divided, we shall never, never be fitted for usefulness in this life or for the future life. As intelligent beings, we need to sit down and think whether we are really seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness. The very best thing we can do is to think soberly and candidly whether we desire to put forth the effort necessary to obtain the Christian hope and secure the Christian’s heaven. If through the grace of Christ we decide that we do, the next question is: What is there that I must cut away from my life in order that I shall not stumble?” E.G.W. (This day with God, February 9) 
Jesus began His ministry with a call: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17). That’s the greatest need of every man and woman. How are we preparing for the ‘kingdom of God?’ 
God Bless You!!!
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